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On the north wall of Memorial Hall inside the
George Washington Masonic Memorial is featured a magnificent and majestic mural by Allyn
Cox, depicting General George Washington and
Brethren, in Masonic regalia, attending a Saint
John’s Day Masonic service in Christ Church,
Philadelphia in 1778 for the relief of the poor following the British Army evacuation. It represents
Masonic relief and universal charity. The cover of
this issue of The Voice of Freemasonry displays
an image of the center portion of the mural.
The Holy Saints John at Jerusalem, namely Saint
John the Baptist and Saint John the Evangelist,
have long been regarded as the great patrons of
Masonry, and their feast days on June 24th and
December 27th, respectively, are observed and
celebrated by many members of the Craft. In this
issue you will find several references to one or
both Saints John as well as one complete article
about Saint John the Baptist.
George Washington and Brethren in Saint John’s Day
Observance by Allyn Cox, Copyright the George Washington
Masonic Memorial, All Rights Reserved, Photography by
Arthur W. Pierson, Falls Church, Virginia.
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Grand Master’s Message

T

he cover page of this issue of The Voice of
Freemasonry features a scene of George
Washington and fellow brethren in procession
at the commencement of a service in observance of
Saint John’s Day at Philadelphia’s Christ Church in
1778. In choosing the Holy Saints John as patrons
of Masonic Lodges, our predecessors chose wisely.
While we cannot know with certainty why they
made that choice, we can infer many reasons which
may well guide us in the conduct of Masonry in the
21st century.
In recalling the words in
the opening of the First
Degree, we are forcefully
reminded that our journey
into Masonry began under
the auspices of two well
known biblical characters –
John the Baptist and John
the Evangelist. From that
mythical Lodge in Jerusalem, we began our trek to
enlightenment with a simple,
rational admonition to control our passions and to gain
knowledge in the practice of
our Craft. Let’s focus on the
Patron whose Feast Day we
recently honored with a Festive Board in June and what
lessons we can garner from
his life.

ately applied to the honor we bestow
on our Craft’s patron saints.
Can we learn something else from the Baptist? Picture, if you will, what this Saint John might
have looked like as he preached repentance and
baptism in water. Dressed in scruffy animal skins,
with a matted beard and uncombed hair, dirty feet
in sandals, and perhaps a fetid odor of one living in
the desert, he drew enormous crowds to listen to his
words and receive his ablution on the one hand and on
the other, reject his words
as a direct and personal
threat to licentious living.
How often, today, do we as
Masons, when evaluating the
candidacy of a petitioner for
the Masonic Degrees, reject
him for personal feelings,
based on a mindset rather
than on reason. My Brethren,
harken well to the wise lessons of our Patron Saints.

I write this message at the
half-way point in my tenure
as your Grand Master and,
to date, my experiences have
been, on the whole, very
positive and memorable.
Working with a committed
and dedicated elected line
has afforded me the opportuMost Worshipful Brother Paul D. Gleason
Saint John the Baptist, son of
nity to better understand the
Zachary and Elizabeth, was, as history reveals, born
principle of tolerance and the value of free and open
six months prior to the birth of Jesus. Known as the
collegial discussions within the executive commitprecursor, he lived a solitary desert life preaching
tee. It has also been heart-warming to watch newly
forgiveness through baptism in water and urging his
elected Masters of our constituent lodges effectively
followers to live a life of righteousness and repenmanage the business of a lodge and, with innovation
tance for past failings. Within Masonry, Saint John
and creativity, establish an atmosphere conducive to
the Baptist, coupled with Saint John the Evangelist,
both Masonic education and lodge-centered activirepresent the dualism of man, namely, passion and
ties. Taking part in the dedication of a “new” lodge
reason. When placed together and represented by
room as part of a Grand Lodge Visitation will be a
the two parallel and tangential lines which border
long-remembered evening of gustatory and auditory
the circle in which we are the central point, they
pleasure. Well done Old Federal!
symbolize the perfect balance of darkness and light,
This year’s Grand Lodge Visitation program has, as
of life and death, of passion and reason, of will and
many of you know, a new format. Established to
emotion, of action and constraint. And so the Latin
provide the Grand Master and the elected Grand
phrase vere dignum et justus est is most appropriLine the opportunity to visit each lodge individucontinued on next page
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ally, and assess attendance and ritual skills, the new
format proved to be both salutary and revealing. It
was salutary in the sense that the elected Grand Line
officers designated to provide good and wholesome
instruction to the visited lodges did so in so many
different ways and on so many worthwhile topics that
the end result was exactly what had been envisioned
by your Grand Master. It is my ardent desire that all
the mini talks given by your elected Grand Line will
be collated into a single document for our Masonic
edification and pleasure.
However, this new format also revealed room for
improvement by a number of our lodges in the areas
of attendance and ritual proficiency. These lodges
will be in a better position to prosper and succeed
when they are enabled to occupy all the several stations and places necessary for the proper functioning
of a lodge. Your incumbent Grand Master and his
successors must give due time and attention to those
lodges which may not be operating in full compliance
with the requirements of the Grand Lodge Code.
Resolving this issue will require more than simple
temporary solutions.
Elsewhere in this publication is an example of
Masonic courage. Having suggested (actually challenged) that the lodges consider using social issues
as a theme for lodge presentations and discussions,
one Master had the temerity to follow through and

lead the lodge in such a discussion. The result was
a combination of apprehension and uncertainty.
Even so, some of the comments made that evening
laid the groundwork for executing such a program
successfully and it is my hope that others will study
the outcome and step forward. Why my interest in
this concept? As a Mason, I believe I am entitled to
free and open discussion on social issues within the
lodge where education is the goal and tolerance is
the guiding principle. All it takes is the proper topic
and a Master who understands the righteous power
of the gavel.
Lastly, I wish to thank all the brethren who contributed in any way to our successful Universal
Brotherhood Celebration. This event has become
an integral part of our Grand Jurisdiction’s annual
programming and I fully support its continuance.
As we share our Masonic wealth of tolerance with
others, are we not doing and abetting what a true
sojourner should do? As I continue my year as your
Grand Master, I carry with me the lesson of Saint
John the Baptist and look forward to the remaining
months with as much zeal and enthusiasm as I had on
the night of my installation, so many months ago. In
visiting the Annual Communications of other Grand
Jurisdictions, I can also assure my D.C. Brethren that
our Grand Lodge, though small, is viewed with consummate respect and brotherly affection by all. And,
yes my Brethren, I am still having fun! n

DC FREEMASONS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
Masonic Foundation president, WB
William F. Harvey (left) pictured
with DC mayor Adrian Fenty
(center) and Brother Dustin Rawlins
(right), chairman of the Grand
Lodge’s Community Outreach
Committee. The Foundation was
recognized by the DC Government
for its generous support of Hands
On DC, an all-volunteer project
that creates better schools and
brighter futures for the students of
the District of Columbia. n
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From the Grand Secretary

Your Lodge:
	An Essential Component of Grand Lodge History
Mansour Hatefi, PGM
Grand Secretary

I

n the years leading to the 21st century, attention
was focused on the upcoming Bicentennial of
our Grand Lodge. An outline of a plan was drawn
up and many ideas were formally proposed by the
Bicentennial Committee, set up for this purpose, as
well as informally by forward-looking brethren. High
amongst these ideas was the preparation of a comprehensive history of Freemasonry in the District of
Columbia. Over time, while some of the ideas and
projects envisioned earlier have been significantly
modified, the desire to prepare and present a historical outline of our Grand
Lodge has endured.

of the lodge; and a list of potential lodge officers for
2011. The printed version will credit the brother
who prepared the history.”
To assist the constituent lodges in this effort, copies of information about the lodges, available in the
Grand Lodge archives, such as the list of lodge histories and bulletins were mailed to Masters and lodge
historians. In every case, this information included
the names of those who have served in the principal
offices of each lodge and the number of members of
the lodge by year. In those
instances in which the lodge
is mentioned in the printed
Grand Lodge histories,
excerpts of that information,
as well as copies of lodge
anniversary programs and
information on mergers and
consolidations applicable to
certain lodges, as are on file
in the Grand Lodge library,
were also provided.

Our history influences what we are
today, and shapes
what we will be in
the future.

The history of a grand
lodge, however, can not be
told in full without an earnest attempt being made to
include the stories of its constituent lodges, highlighting
each lodge’s birth, growth,
and major activities during
the period under review.
Hence, some months ago,
an appeal was made to the
constituent lodges of the
jurisdiction to prepare summary historical statements
for inclusion in our bicentennial publication. As part
of that appeal, the Grand Lodge Historian, in a message to the Masters of our constituent lodges wrote:

“The Bicentennial Committee of the Grand Lodge is
preparing a publication for distribution during the
celebration of its 200th anniversary in 2011. It is
our intention to include a compendium of thumbnail histories of the constituent lodges now holden
to the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia… It
is my hope that your lodge history will be concisely
presented… The presentation should indicate the
date the charter was granted; the date the lodge
was instituted or consecrated; an explanation of
why it was chartered; meeting places of the lodge; a
list of members who served as Grand Lodge officers
and the stations in which they served; a copy of the
lodge seal; an account of interesting achievements

The response from the constituent lodges, both in terms
of the number of submissions
and content, will go a long
way in determining whether or not, and to what
extent, we can count on continued good recording and reporting of the transactions of our lodges
for the present and for posterity, far beyond the
200th anniversary in 2011. Well-prepared and factual accounting of a lodge’s activities in the past will
reveal the evolution of lodge interests and events.
In reviewing some of the lodge documents of the
past, going back to the middle of the last century,
we find that lodge minutes were largely handwritten
in large bound minute books. Taking up a number
of pages for each communication, they contained
a wealth of information about what was happening
both in the lodge and in the Craft. These minutes
were supplemented with informative trestleboards
and bulletins and reinforced with the written history
continued on next page
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of the Grand Lodge, providing highlights of events
occurring outside the lodge meetings.
Unfortunately, the writing of detailed minutes in
many lodges has languished in recent years. The
gradual switch from handwritten to typed minutes
and then to minutes compiled on a computer, frequently has seen a cost of detail. With the current
trend and increasing pressure to produce reports of
meetings that are “short and sweet”, lodge minutes,
in too many instances, have shrunk in both size and
content, with the result that their usefulness for historical purposes has greatly diminished.
Some of these developments reflect a change in how
we communicate with each other. It seems that the
art of writing has dwindled as new methods of communication have taken over. Lodges no longer receive
‘newsy’ letters from Brethren, nor have opportunity to reply to many letters. Minutes have become
strictly business-like; details of correspondence and

the background for decisions are being omitted. To
cut down on record storage and ‘clutter’, old correspondences are discarded. In reality, maintaining
lodge history has come to be an often-avoided chore.
Our history reminds us from whence we came and
what we have accomplished. It influences what we
are today, and shapes what we will be in the future.
It is our duty to ensure that the story of our past still
touches our hearts at present and inspires us for the
achievements of the future. If we do not attach some
importance and assign some priority to maintaining
our history, then we may have very little to pass on
to future generations. It is my hope, therefore, that
the leaders of our constituent lodges will respond
responsibly, not only to the appeal of the Grand Historian for meaningful “thumbnail sketches” of lodge
accomplishments in the past, but also to the compilation, month by month, of activity in the lodges that
they now serve. n

In Memoriam:

RWB Floyd E. Werle

R

ight Worshipful Brother Floyd E. Werle, passed to the Celestial Lodge on July 19, 2010
after a long illness. His beloved wife, Violet Rose Lowser Werle, preceded him in death
in 1999.

A native of Billings, Montana, where he was born May 8, 1929, he later attended the
University of Michigan, where he became a member of the famed Symphonic Band as well
as creating many of the football half-time shows of the equally renowned Marching Band. His
schooling was interrupted by the Korean War when he chose enlistment in the Air Force over
the draft and such was his impact on the University that he was awarded a degree some 32
years later in a special ceremony at Ann Arbor. Floyd Werle retired after 32 years as Chief of
Composition and Arranging of the United States Air Force Band, Symphony Orchestra and Singing Sergeants. He has been hailed as one
of the nation’s foremost composers. His works for symphonic band and symphonic orchestra have been acclaimed throughout America,
especially the three Concerti for Trumpet written for Doc Severnson and performed by most of the major orchestras in the United States.
RWB Werle was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in Washington, DC on March 4, 1959
by King Solomon Lodge No. 31. He later served as Master of that lodge in 1964. (King Solomon
Lodge No. 31 consolidated with Warren G. Harding – Brightwood Lodge No. 43 in 1989, which later
consolidated with Washington Centennial Lodge No. 14 to form Washington Daylight Lodge No. 14 in
1991.) As an active member of this Grand Lodge, RWB Werle served as Grand Lecturer in 1988 and
1989 and was awarded the Valentine Reintzel Meritorious Service Medal in 1991.
RWB Werle was also very active in Scottish Rite, where he labored many years in the areas of
degree work and music. Over the years he served as organist for the Washington, DC, Scottish
Rite Bodies and as Grand Organist for the Supreme Council, 33°, Southern Jurisdiction, USA. He
was coroneted a 33°, Inspector General Honorary, on October 19, 1993.
RWB Werle will be missed by the world, and by the Craft, in particular, to which he gave so very much of his
great musical and other talents. n
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Military Challenge:

The Grand Lodge Response
Stewart W. Miner, PGM
Grand Historian

T

he interests of the United States have necessitated
the use of military force on at least 21 occasions
since the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia
was formed in 1811. In the almost 200 years that have
evolved since then the Grand Lodge and its members
have been faithful supporters of the U.S. Government
and its elected leaders. Unfortunately, however, the
official records of the
Grand Lodge pertaining
to the involvement of D.C.
Masons in many of these
military engagements,
direct or indirect, tend
to be restricted in scope
and, sometimes, are even
non-existent.

President. The proceedings of this period note only that
the Grand Lodge, in special communication, on January 3, 1848, received two returning soldiers, Masons
who served honorably in that conflict, Generals John
Quitman and James Shields, men who were destined
thereafter to further distinguish themselves by additional accomplishments, fraternal and political.
Records pertaining to the
involvement of the Grand
Lodge and of D.C. Masons
in the conflict that we call
the Civil War (1861-1865),
while somewhat skeletal
in nature, indicate more
satisfactorily the dimensions of the fraternity in a
conflict that obliged many
Masons to make difficult
and, oftentimes, painful
choices. Masonic records
for this period indicate
that the Grand Lodge was
consistently supportive
of the Union forces by
repeatedly extending its
good offices to the U.S.
Government and to sister
Grand Lodges.

A case in point is the War
of 1812, which began
shortly after the Grand
Lodge, was formed. In this
war British forces invaded
the city of Washington
and were able to severely
damage or destroy public buildings, including
the partially completed
Capitol and the White
House. In this early test
of American resolve, it is
During this conflict discertain that members of
pensations were granted
the fraternity in D.C. were
to various military orgainvolved in defense of
nizations to permit the
what to them was not only
The S.S. Benjamin Brown French launched June 29,
opening and operation
the capital of our nation,
1944 in Savannah, Georgia
of military lodges and to
but also their home of
confer the degrees in D.C. lodges on qualified candichoice. Regrettably, however, their efforts, along with
dates drawn to the nation’s capital to fulfill their political
those of their friends and neighbors, were not made a
or military obligations. The local fraternity was called
part of the official Masonic record in that period.
upon to lighten the sorrows which frequently fell at that
Also illustrative of the general absence of informatime upon Masons and their families, to care for the sick
tion concerning Masonic support of national military
and wounded, to relieve the distressed, and to perform
ventures in official fraternal documents is the almost
burial rites for D.C. Masons and for sojourning brethren
complete absence in these publications of accounts
who expired in this area during the conflict. Though
of the War with Mexico (1846-1848), a conflict which
severely tested, the Craft grew stronger during these
occurred when a Mason, Brother James K. Polk, was
stressful years.
continued on next page
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The official records of the Grand Lodge almost completely disregard the Spanish-American War of 1898,
when Brother William McKinley was president of the
United States. The Grand Master in that year, MW Samuel C. Palmer, briefly alluded to this war, however, in
his address at the annual communication to the Grand
Lodge. He observed that the Masons of D.C. rejoiced
in the victories won on land and sea and he expressed
hope that our order would prove a potent factor in promoting the blessings of liberty, justice, and fraternity in
our newly acquired possessions.

of Brother Charles J. James of Anacostia Lodge No.
21, were urged to fund the effort. The success of this
program encouraged the initiation of a parallel effort
to benefit civilian workers of the federal government,
newly resident in the area to work in war-related
activities. Out of the War Home Movement a visitation
program to accommodate service men confined to local
hospitals was also developed.
During World War I the Grand Master was authorized to
develop a means for the uniform identification of Freemasons who were serving in the armed forces. In response
a distinctive bronze medallion, which could be worn
about the neck or carried as a pocket piece, was created.
One side of the resultant medallion was engraved with
the conventional square, compasses, and the letter “G.”
The other side
was left bare to
provide space for
the recipient to
record his name
and lodge.
In
short, the Grand
Lodge provided
its soldier sons
a distinctive and
personal Masonic
“dog tag”.

The involvement of the Grand Lodge in support of the
U.S. effort during World War I is reported in relatively
greater detail in the Grand Lodge proceedings, with
notations of efforts that were initiated prior to U.S.
entry into that
war. In 1914,
for example, it
is recorded that
Grand
Master
T. John Newton
recommended
that Grand Lodge
support a multijurisdictional
effort,
known
as the Masonic
Relief Association of the United
States of America,
organized to raise
funds in support of those in
Europe who were
victims of the war
Carl H. Claudy, PGM, speaker; Mrs. Arthur Harrington, Matron of
then in progress.

During World War
II the involvement of the Grand
Lodge in programs designed to
support the war
effort was no less
extensive than
Honor; and Mrs. Carl H. Claudy, Sponsor, at the christening of the S.S.
that of World War
Benjamin Brown French.
During the war
I. This involvethe Grand Lodge
ment began even
encouraged members of the Craft to participate in the
before the attack on Pearl Harbor and the subsequent
Liberty Loan program of the Federal Government and
declarations of war on the axis powers. At the semiit organized, within the local Craft, an effort to sell
annual communication on May 14, 1941, the Grand
War Saving and Thrift Stamps. D.C. Masons were also
Lodge approved the recommendation of Grand Master
involved in a program designed to confer, on a courtesy
Daniels and authorized a 25-cent per capita assessbasis, the degrees for sister Grand Lodges. This effort
ment on its constituent lodges for the triennium ending
involved most of the lodges of the jurisdiction. Typically
September 30, 1943. Part of this assessment was to be
such work would begin on Saturday afternoon at 3:00
contributed to the Masonic Service Association for welp.m. and often it would continue until midnight, with
fare work in the armed forces and part was to be used
time being taken for dinner.
for the possible establishment and maintenance a local
Masonic Service Center.
One of the most unusual programs of the Grand Lodge
during World War I was one that was known as the
Grand Master N.D. Larner on May 1, 1942 issued an
Masonic War Home Movement. This program, conedict to create and establish a District of Columbia Welceived by MW James W. Witten, urged local Masons
fare Fund. In this edict he requested every Mason in the
to open their homes to soldiers based in camps tribulodges of the jurisdiction to contribute not less than one
tary to Washington. Local lodges, under the direction
dollar to this fund during the current year. The Grand
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Master stipulated that contributions to this fund were
to be voluntary and personal and were not to be made
from lodge funds. The edict also created a mechanism
for the transfer of the collected funds to the Masonic
Service Association for use in the establishment and
maintenance of Masonic Service Centers. A local center
was opened on September 19, 1942 in the basement of
the Masonic Temple. It operated through the years of
the war and, following the surrender of Japan, it was
closed on April 15, 1946.
MW Carl H. Claudy, Grand
Master in 1943, observed
that because of the demands
of the war on all of the
citizens of this country, it
seemed necessary for him to
reshape his original plans for
1943 and to place the Masons
of this jurisdiction “squarely
behind the war effort.” He
then outlined an effective
Grand Lodge three-point
program which emphasized
(1) the activation of efforts
to secure blood donors and
donations to the Red Cross;
(2) the sale, through the
lodges, of War Bonds and
Stamps; and (3) the procurement of donations to
the welfare program of the
Masonic Service Association.

in the launching party was the then Master of Benjamin
B. French Lodge No. 15, William P. Jacobs, who became
Grand Master in 1968.
Later in the year, on December 22, 1944, a like ship
was launched in Savannah and given the name William H. Seaton, a former mayor of Washington and a
former Grand Master of Masons in D.C. (1822-1824).
In the Sunday Star on December 24th it is stated that
the naming of this ship was due to the Grand Lodge
program to sell War Bonds and Stamps. In the newspaper of that date it was also
stated that the funds raised
by the Masons of D.C. were
also used to build a heavy
bomber which was appropriately named “Masonic
Light, Washington, D.C.”.

One of the most
unusual programs
of the Grand Lodge
during World War I…
urged local Masons
to open their homes
to soldiers based in
camps tributary to
Washington.

Claudy’s plan set the tone of
Masonic activity in 1943 and
beyond. Moreover, each of
these programs were enthusiastically supported by the Masons of this jurisdiction
whose responses surpassed expectations for the donation of blood, the purchase of War bonds, and for
contributions to and participation in the operation of
the D.C. Service Center. By the end of 1945 more than
8,000,000 dollars of war bonds had been purchased by
members of the Craft, more than 1,700 pints of blood
had been collected, and more than $16,000 had been
contributed in support of the local Service Center.

The sale of War Bonds to members of the Craft during
World War II drew the attention of the U.S. Government. As a result of bond sales through the lodges in
1943, the Treasury Department awarded the Grand
Lodge the right to sponsor and christen a Liberty Ship.
This ship, named in honor of PGM Benjamin Brown
French, was christened on June 29, 1944 by Mrs. Carl
H. Claudy in the presence of several D.C. Masons who
had distinguished themselves in the bond sale. Included

With the close of hostilities
the activities of the Grand
Lodge returned to more normal objectives. But in 1946
the Grand Lodge, in concert
with sister Grand Lodges
throughout the nation,
took action to support the
European Relief Fund that
was being organized by the
Masonic Service Association.
This fund was collected in
order to provide food and
clothing for distribution to
the needy in Europe through
known Masonic officials in
those war-ravaged countries. By this action a pattern
for post-World War II programs in support of the armed forces was established.
Since the conclusion of World War II the United States
has been involved in a number of military conflicts,
some large (Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan,
and Iraq) and several, not quite so large (i.e., Lebanon,
Grenada, Panama, Somalia, Bosnia, and Kosovo). All of
these engagements, however, regardless of magnitude,
have tested the mettle of America’s resolve and earned
for our troops the continued concern and support of
the Craft. Thus far, the execution of military efforts
in these theaters has not necessitated Craft action
comparable to that of World Wars I or II. Should such a
need develop, however, the favorable response of the
Grand Lodge and of every member beholden thereto is
a given certainty. n
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A New Lodge Hall

Opens in the Old Federal City
George Reader, Secretary
Federal Lodge No. 1

T

he ties of Federal Lodge No.1 to the Federal
City have been present for even longer than
Washington DC has functioned as the nation’s
capital. Two focal points of the city and of the nation,
the White House and the Capitol Building, took
form with the guidance and creative talents of the
founders of Federal Lodge No.1, the architect and
Freemason James Hoban, and the Irish Catholic and
Scottish Presbyterian stonemasons who came to
the then muddy little village by the Potomac to help
build a new seat of government for the United States
of America.
After receiving its charter in September of 1793,
meetings of Federal Lodge were held continuously at various locations in the city between the
President’s House and the Capitol Building until
1984 when the Lodge relocated to the Georgetown
Masonic Hall. With its relocation in January of 2009
from the Scottish Rite Center in Adams Morgan to a
lodge hall in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
Temple at 419 7th Street, NW, in the Penn Quarter,
the brethren of the Lodge brought DC Freemasonry

back to its geographic origins in the old downtown
of the nation’s capital.
Led by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Paul D.
Gleason, the Grand Lodge joined Federal Lodge
No. 1 on April 26, 2010 at a banquet and ceremony
marking the official return of Freemasonry to
downtown Washington, DC. At the invitation of
Federal, the Most Worshipful Grand Master agreed
to a formal ceremony to consecrate the new lodge
hall coinciding with the Lodge’s previously scheduled Grand Visitation.
As the evening opened, the Craft dined amid roses,
candlelight, and chamber music in a setting reminiscent of late 19th or early 20th century Masonic
social gatherings.
Rather than being catered, the entire meal was organized and prepared by Federal Brethren. Following
the banquet and the opening of the Lodge, the evening was a majestic synthesis of brotherhood, music,
and ceremony.

The new lodge hall of Federal
Lodge No. 1 includes a beautiful
imported custom-made carpet
depicting the Mosaic pavement.
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new lodge hall opens

Grand Master Paul D. Gleason and
officers of the Grand Lodge at the
consecration of Federal’s new lodge
hall on April 26, 2010.

The echoes of Aaron Copeland’s Fanfare for the
Common Man filled the new lodge hall as the officers of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia
made their entrance for Grand Visitation. Following
Grand Honors for the Most Worshipful Grand Master
and the introduction of the Grand Lodge officers in
attendance, the Grand Lodge officers assumed their
stations and places to the music of Richard Strauss’
Solemn Processional. Most Worshipful Grand Master Gleason thanked Federal for its warm welcome
and paid tribute to our Deputy Grand Master, Right
Worshipful Brother Jesse Villarreal, on the occasion
of his birthday. An impromptu musical tribute of
Happy Birthday was offered by the Craft.
Right Worshipful Brother Joseph S. Crociata, Senior
Grand Warden, offered remarks on how the shared
labor of the Federal brethren, in ritual, charity,
labor, and brotherhood, exemplify the best tenets
of Freemasonry.
Thereafter, the newly formed Lodge Choir consisting of Federal Brothers Andrew Broten, Morgan
Corr, Ted Kerrick, Steven Orr, Nathan St. Pierre,
Ben Whelan-Morin, Mark Wright, and Luke Young,
directed by Brother James K. McCully and accompanied by Worshipful Brother Paul Dolinsky, sang the
Masonic Hymn of Praise for the Festivities at St.

John’s Lodge, written by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart,
K.148. Part of the verse for this work is translated
as follows: Arise, Masons, and sing! Let the world
hear us! It is the day to consecrate this song: A
great glorious day of honor; A great celebration of
Faith and Unity.
Most Worshipful Grand Master Gleason then conducted a moving ceremony of dedication that has
only rarely occurred in this Grand Jurisdiction in
the past thirty years. Between the altar and the
East an oblong box covered with white linen representing the Lodge was surrounded by vessels of
corn, wine, and oil and three burning tapers. The
Deputy Grand Master asked the Most Worshipful
Grand Master to dedicate the hall according to
ancient form and usage.
The Reverend and Worshipful Brother Daniel D.
Darko, Grand Chaplain, offered the prayer of consecration that included the words: “May all the proper
work of our institution that may be done in this house
be such as Thy wisdom may approve and Thy goodness
prosper. And graciously be pleased, O Thou Sovereign
Architect of the Universe, to bless the Craft wherever
dispersed, and make them true and faithful to Thee, to
their neighbors and to themselves”.
continued on page 15
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social issues: safe for lodge?

Social Issues:
Safe for Lodge?
Mark R. Shapiro, Master
Federal Lodge No. 1

B

rethren, it is an unfortunate reality in our society today, and particularly within the Beltway,
that many important social issues have become
so politicized as to be indistinguishable from political
issues. Whenever any issue comes to the forefront of
our collective consciousness, one party champions one
polarized side of the issue, the opposing party champions the opposite side, and those who try to remain
independent are courted by both sides. The debate
quickly devolves into a fight where each side tries to get
their own way, instead of all involved parties working
together to come up with a workable solution.
In the early days of our
country, Masons, if not
Masonic lodges, were leaders of social change. Nine
signers of the Declaration
of Independence (including John Hancock), and one
third of the signers of the US
Constitution were Freemasons. Today, our prohibition
against discussing politics
in open lodge has, intentionally or not, prevented
us from discussing issues
which are political only by
virtue of having become the
latest ragdoll toy of politicians fighting over our votes,
or maybe just our campaign
contributions. To shy away from meaningful discourse
on some issues of social concern does a disservice to us
and to our communities.

the power to shape communities, form the character
of citizens, and greatly impact civic life. While some
would consider the purpose of rhetoric to be the persuasion of others, and thus any dialogue (or monologue)
which accomplishes that goal is thus successful, a more
elevated view considers the means to be as important,
if not more important than the goal. Within a Masonic
lodge, the purpose of rhetoric is not merely to persuade
others, but to educate them.
Debate, too, is often seen as merely one application of
rhetoric with the necessary outcome of convincing your
audience that you are right,
and your opponent is wrong.
I would argue that here, too,
the purpose should be to
educate and inform, with
the swaying of opinion as
a happy coincidence rather
than an objective to be
achieved regardless of the
cost. When I took a debate
course in school, we were
often given assignments to
debate for or against a particular issue, without regard
to our personal opinions on
the subject. We were graded
on how effectively we supported the position we
were arguing, rather than
whether we “won” or “lost”
the debate. In that context, our objective was in no
way to “beat” the other person, but rather, to inform
our audience.

To shy away from
meaningful discourse
on some issues of
social concern does a
disservice to us and
to our communities.

In politics, the purpose of any debate or discussion about
any given issue is about trying to sway the undecided
voters in your favor. It’s about convincing someone to
agree with you, and about trying to make your opponent
look bad. Facts are irrelevant, except when they support your side of the argument, and truthiness is more
important than truth.
As Fellowcraft Masons we are taught of the seven liberal
arts and sciences – including rhetoric and logic. These
two, plus grammar, constitute the three ancient arts of
discourse. When applied to social issues, rhetoric has
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Within a Masonic lodge, then, I believe we should be able
to discuss social issues with the same objective: education. Any important social issue has, in reality, more
than one “side”. If drawn geometrically, these issues
would be, at best, circles, and more likely, irregular polygons far more akin to a Rorschach test than a line evenly
dividing us into two distinct groupings. Discussion of
these issues, then, should be focused on educating the
lodge on the various intricacies and details, the whys
and wherefores, rather than the for or against.

st. john’s day feast

We discussed these issues in Federal Lodge at our
stated communication on July 12th, 2010. The brethren of the lodge, as well as a few visitors, shared their
opinions and insights on how we might handle these
discussions. One prevailing theme was that we should
avoid “hot button” issues, at least at first. Instead, we
could address issues such as feeding the homeless,
or other issues where we fundamentally agree, and
differ only in our preferred means of addressing the
issue. Other brethren strongly cautioned that instead
of having an “open discussion”, a lodge should instead
invite informed speakers and limit comments from the
sidelines. A master should also be prepared to cut off
conversation if at any point it gets too contentious.
There are three goals of any discussion of these issues in
lodge: first and foremost, to educate the lodge; second,
to engage in lively, timely discourse; and third, to attract
new members through meetings that are relevant to
the community. The benefits of these goals must be
weighed carefully against the risk of bringing disharmony into the lodge. Our Junior Warden pointed out
that this analysis is reminiscent of the Masonic teaching
that one should not unduly risk one’s own life to save
another’s, or come to the aid of a distressed brother if
doing so causes injury to himself or family.

Some brethren felt that the risks far outweighed the
potential benefit, and as such recommended against
discussing these issues in lodge. The tiled lodge is better suited for the teachings of Masonry, and that the
discussion of outside social issues is better left to the
conscience of individual brothers, and to social and
academic institutions designed for that purpose. They
correctly pointed out, too, that we risk talking ourselves
out of the gaps in our own understanding of a given
issue, because no matter how we frame the words
aright, our understandings are linked as much to our
subjective social constructs (our own world views from
our own experiences) as they are to elusive yet noble
objectives of truth. Elegant balance of these potentially
competing forces can follow a schedule less regimented
than that of a stated communication of a given lodge.
While there exists in our tradition a prohibition
against discussions of religion or politics in open
lodge, not all social issues need to be elevated to such
a degree. It is up to the Master to judge what topics are
of interest to his lodge, and to ensure that any discussions of those topics are kept harmonious and to the
benefit of the Craft.
Kevin Fries, Junior Warden of Federal Lodge No. 1,
contributed to this article. n

St. John’s Day Feast

O

The Deputy Grand
Master “toasts” the
Grand Master

Swells with Brotherly Love

n Friday evening, June 25, 2010 nearly 180 DC Freemasons accepted the
Grand Master’s invitation to gather at the Scottish Rite Center in celebration
of the Feast of Saint John the Baptist. Since early days, it has been popular
with Masons to honor and remember this great character of the Holy Bible, whose
integrity, unselfishness, steady reproval of vice, and continual preaching of repentance and virtue makes him a fit and most worthy patron of the Craft.

RWB Jeffrey D. Russell, Junior Grand Deacon, was in charge of making all the
arrangements for this successful commemoration which took the form of a traditional
festive board and featured both welcoming and closing remarks by MWB Paul D. Gleason, Grand Master of Masons of the District
of Columbia. WB Philip Palmer, Sr., Grand Director of Ceremonies, served as the host for a splendid evening which included
special takings of wine and several toasts with
responses. RWB Harold Grainger led the brethren in
the “Good Fire” and all were treated to the glorious
sounds of Federal Lodge’s own choral group: Hoban’s
Heroes. The keynote speaker for the affair was Mr.
Thomas Beyer, author of the recent book: 33 Keys to
Unlocking the Lost Symbol. Following the traditional
Tyler’s Toast and the singing of Auld Lang Syne, the
brethren departed, happy to meet, sorry to part, and
happy to meet again. n
Happy Brethren following the
St. John’s Day Festive Board
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St. John the Baptist

St. John the Baptist,
A Moment of Reflection

by Harry Trapp
St. John’s Lodge No. 11

I

n Masonry, there are two historical patron saints,
St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist.
The former having a day of feast and celebration on the 24th of June, the day the first Grand
Lodge set its charter in 1717, and so, it is John
the Baptist on whom I would like to open the
book of history.
As we turn the pages of history of our fraternity, we read that all brethren have found
Saint John’s Day to be that one, “do not
miss” day. It would seem as if the length
of one’s cable-toe reached much farther on
this day than any other. Brothers Franklin
and Washington made it a point to not miss
this day’s celebration, and more amazingly
this day brought about the temporary halt to
war. Two rival armies, meeting face-to-face, by
common accord have put off their battle until
the morrow of this feast day. So why then would
one man garner such respect and reverence as to
not only have a day named in his honor, but one in
which every member of our grand fraternity would
plan their calendars around and armies would lay
down their arms? The answer brothers, takes us
back over 2000 years.
Brethren, the Holy Bible tells us many things and
on the subject of John the Baptist, the Gospels of
Mark, Matthew, John, and Luke, all speak of John the
Baptist in almost identical tones and terminology. He
was a “voice crying out in the wilderness” who was
to “prepare the way of the Lord and make His paths
straight”. Jesus Christ Himself says of John: “of all
men born of women, there has not risen any greater
than John the Baptist”. Let’s step back a moment and
think on that: “Of all men born of women, there has
not risen any greater than John”. If we trace back
in that passage we will learn a bit more about the
character of John. We will see a man who was wholly
dedicated to his mission. What was that mission? –
to pave the way and make paths straight. He lived
his life with complete dedication and service to the
Creator. Not just Saturday or Sunday, but every day.
Surely this is something worth honoring.
John lived his life not in splendor or luxury, he
lived his life as but a simple man, clothed in simple
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Saint John the Baptist and Saint John the
Evangelist, two eminent Christian patrons of
Masonry; and since their time there is represented
in every regulated and well-governed Lodge a
certain point within a circle, embordered by two
perpendicular parallel lines, representing those
saints, and on the top rests the Holy Scriptures.

robes of camel hair with a leather belt tied about his
waist. John went about learning and sharpening his
tools all the while preparing for his mission, training if you will, for his God-given task. It is amazing
to think of such focus. He was met with temptation,
and he was met with hardship, but never did he stop
working. Though he surely may have had his doubts
at times, his faith remained true and reliant on the
truth, and it was that truth that he continuously
labored to make known.
So then, we have but a man who achieved great
things? No. We have a great man who started from
the most humble beginnings and ushered in a new
world! – a patron saint whom many of us may do well

St. John the Baptist

to try to emulate. We have a man who should provoke us to think an act in a way we are called to do
as Masons! We take and oath to subdue our passions,
but how many of us have taken due time to think
about what this really simple phrase really means?
– or does this fall somewhere around where the sea
ebbs and flows twice a day?
Which leads me to this, brothers: as we recognize
this day of feast, as we recognize Saint John’s Day,
what do we do? Do we simply gather around, say a
prayer, eat, drink, and be merry? Or do we stop with
the “doing of things” for the sake of doing them and
start thinking about WHY we are doing them? At one
point the brethren of this fraternity took the time to
actually make this a set practice and at that time they
knew perfectly well why they were doing it, so, do
we know why? It is because we hunger, because we
thirst? Aye, we may very well feel both of those, but it
is more than that. As a Mason, every one of us should
know it is always more than that. In a world filled with
allegory, where a man could spend a lifetime studying

but one symbol and still not exhaust every angle. We
all know that there is more than that.
It’s my view that, on this day of recognition, we are
called to live more than for just ourselves. We were
once asked: “By what further right or benefit…” I still
answer by that of being a man, but many temptations
and burdens come with being a man. What sets us
apart my brothers, is that we “subdue our passions”
and reach out for that next level of understanding,
realizing that there is more to this life than just getting what we can today. We are taught to live for a
mission and we understand that each of us may be
called to do great things in His name.
And so I close with this last thought and a bit of
symbolism to ponder. I bring you to the point
within a circle, bordered by two perpendicular
parallel lines. The lines represent St. John the
Baptist and Saint John the Evangelist, and upon
this rests the Holy Scriptures. Now brethren, if that
point represents you, how then should you govern
yourselves accordingly? n

New Lodge Hall Opens
continued from page 11

Worshipful Brother Paul Dolinsky played Largo by
George Frederick Handel during the Grand Lodge
processions conducted during the consecration. In
the ritual of dedication, corn was poured upon the
Lodge symbolizing nourishment. The Grand Master
stated: “In the name of the Great Architect of the
Universe, to whom be all honor and glory, I do solemnly dedicate this hall to Freemasonry.” Wine was
poured upon the Lodge symbolizing refreshment; and
the Grand Master spoke the words: “In the name of
the Holy Saints John, I do solemnly dedicate this hall
to virtue.” Oil was poured upon the Lodge to represent “an emblem of joy which should animate every
bosom on the completion of any important undertaking.” as the Most Worshipful Grand Master intoned,
“In the name of the whole Fraternity, I do solemnly
dedicate this hall to universal benevolence.”
The Grand Chaplain offered the closing invocation and Acting Grand Marshal, Worshipful Brother
David Han proclaimed, “This hall has been solemnly
dedicated to the purposes of Freemasonry in ample
form. Let all take due notice thereof and govern
themselves accordingly”.
Following the ceremony, the Federal Lodge Choir
sang Mozart’s For the opening of the Freemason’s
lodge, K 483. Afterward, the Grand Lodge retired
to the soaring tones of Ludwig van Beethoven’s
Ode to Joy from the Symphony No. 9 in D minor.
The evening closed with a fellowship reception

at which was served champagne and a variety of
exquisite desserts.
But other than in words, no ending occurred the
night of April 26th. The Grand Visitation of Most
Worshipful Grand Master Paul Gleason and the Grand
Lodge and the dedication of the lodge hall marked an
elegant, auspicious beginning for the Craft; not just
at 419th 7th Street, not just for Federal Lodge No.1,
but for every brother in this Grand Jurisdiction and
beyond. A new hearth for the light of Freemasonry
has been established in the heart of the nation’s
capital. The dedication of this lodge hall marks a new
beginning in the long and rich history of the Craft in
both the annals of the Federal City and of the United
States of America.
In a very real sense, the dedication of April 26th may
be considered as an inspiring overture to the fast
approaching bicentennial of our Grand Lodge as it
begins its third century as a force for brotherhood,
nourishment, and joy for all Freemasons. As such,
it should be an occasion to be celebrated by every
Mason, wherever dispersed, in accordance with the
words of the evening’s closing benediction: “And may
the Lord, the giver of every good and perfect gift,
bless the brethren here assembled in all their lawful undertakings, and grant to each one of them in
needful supply the corn of nourishment, the wine of
refreshment, and the oil of joy. Amen” n
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A Fellowcraft’s Introduction to the

Ancient Landmarks

by Brian Chesney
La Fayette – Dupont Lodge No. 19

What follows is a presentation by Brother Brian Chesney at the April 8, 2010
stated communication of La Fayette – Dupont Lodge No. 19.

T

his is a brief presentation about the Ancient
Landmarks of the Masonic brotherhood. This has
been a quick study of a subject that I am sure
bears a closer, more scholarly treatment than that I
have provided. Please accept my apology at the outset
if I accidentally stray into areas that may be conjectural or debatable. My sources have varied from well
respected texts, the good word of fellow brothers, and
the more profane use of the internet. My humble aim
is to report on the words of others without attempting
to make any hasty conclusions that are better left to
more grayer and wiser heads than mine. As you will see,
it is easy to jump to the wrong conclusions about the
Landmarks’ importance
due to the dual symbolic
and legal nature. If I have
learned anything from this
exercise, it is that Masonic
law is historically vast and
intellectually humbling. To
attempt to summarize the
Landmarks in a 10 minute
presentation will barely
capture the importance
of this work to Masonic
law. Without being too
ambitious, I hope to
briefly discuss each and,
in particular, the various
available references that
I used (bona fides); the organization of lodges; and
the evolution of the Landmarks themselves to better illuminate the “ancient and universal customs of
order” known as the Landmarks as first enumerated by
Worshipful Brother (WB) Albert Gallatin Mackey in his
1856 book Jurisprudence of Freemasonry.

initiated, passed, and raised in St. Andrews Lodge No.
10 at Charleston, South Carolina. Soon afterwards,
he affiliated with Solomon’s Lodge No.1, which he
served as Master in 1842. His list of Masonic achievements is long and varied and eventually led him to be
coroneted with the 33rd degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction,
where he was an active member of the Supreme Council and served as Secretary General for many years. It
was during this time that he was closely associated
with another notable American Mason, Albert Pike.
As a particular note of interest for our Lodge, Lafayette Lodge was chartered in 1863 and it is alleged
that after Albert Mackey
moved to Washington, DC
in 1870, he affiliated with
several Lodges including Lafayette Lodge No.
19. Albert Mackey was
professionally a medical
doctor but is best known
for his authorship of many
well respected books and
articles about Freemasonry, for this paper most
particularly, the Landmarks of which there are
25 in all. His funeral was
held at All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church in
DC, across from the Scottish Rite Center.

If not by degree, then
by written word alone,
Albert Mackey was a
well accepted authority
on all things Masonic.

Of course, the first and most important reference is
Mackey himself. Albert Gallatin Mackey was a native
son of Charleston, South Carolina. He was born
there in 1807 and buried in Washington, DC in 1881.
Graduating with honors from the Charleston Medical College in 1834, Mackey entered immediately the
busy practice of his chosen profession which chiefly
occupied his time until 1854, when his literary and
Masonic labors engrossed his efforts. In 1841, he was
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To say Mackey’s literary work consumed his life may be
an understatement. Between 1845 and 1875 he wrote
twelve Masonic books, including the Jurisprudence
of Freemasonry. Remember that this was in the days
before word processors. Even the first typewriter was
not to become commercially viable until 1870. As well
as his published books, Albert Mackey contributed
and edited at least six Masonic periodicals from 1849
to 1875 when failing health necessitated his giving up
this work. If not by degree, then by written word alone,
Albert Mackey was a well accepted authority on all
things Masonic.
I have read three books of great value in researching
the Ancient Landmarks. The first was the Masonic

ancient landmarks

The third book of inestimable value in understanding the Landmarks is Roscoe Pound’s, Lectures on
Masonic Jurisprudence. Nathan Roscoe Pound
(October 27, 1870 – June 30, 1964) was a distinguished
American legal scholar and educator. Pound was a
Freemason, and was a member and Past Master of Lancaster Lodge No. 54 A.F. & A.M. in Lincoln, Nebraska.
His Lectures provide an important legal analysis of
the Landmarks that helps to understand
them from legal, historical, and philosophical standpoints.
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The Landmarks as found with our
Code, however, herald originally from
the book by Albert Mackey, Jurisprudence
of Freemasonry of which a brother may find several
editions. In the 1980 edition revised by Robert Ingham
Clegg and Louis B. Blakemore, Albert Mackey provides
some thoughts as to why he wrote this book. He felt he
was without a proper standard authority by which he
might be guided in doubtful legal cases. In this preface,
he humbly admits that in writing Jurisprudence he
may have, at times, wandered from the path, “with no
books to guide, no precedents, in repeated instances
to direct.” As we see in works that both preceded and
followed Jurisprudence, in his struggle to gain more
light, he provided a necessary seed that thenceforth

Having provided some historical and textual reference for
the Landmarks, I would
like to next provide some
introduction to the legal
organization of lodges
that use the landmarks
as a reference. As the
Landmarks form a
reference for Masonic
law, Masonic law is
nothing
without
the men that form
a Lodge. To understand the law we
must understand how
we group ourselves as
Lodges that are governed by the law. In so
doing I will limit my discussion of Masonic organization
primarily to the organizational
structure of Lodges in the United
States with some brief necessary
mention of the Grand Lodge of England
from which we descend.
rte s

My first introduction to the works of Albert Mackey
and his Landmarks was within the Code.
The Landmarks are published alongside the Code as, “standard Masonic
references” and currently none
are actual binding and codified Masonic law within the
jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of the District
of Columbia. They are
provided in the Code
for informational value
and general guidance
only. The laws that
bear the most immediate significance to
a Freemason of a
Lodge in Washington, DC are contained
within the numbered
sections of the Code
and decisions of Grand
Masters which have been
approved by the Grand
Lodge and the Grand Lodge
Resolutions and Standing
Resolutions.

germinated in many, many more works on the essence
of what is important in Masonic law. This book was
definitely the first in our written history, from which
many have followed, to actually enumerate the core
principles of Masonic law.

C ou

Code of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of the District of Columbia. In the remainder
of this presentation I will refer to that document
as the Code. I am greatly indebted to WB Michael
Nicholas, the Worshipful Master of Lafayette - Dupont
Lodge No. 19 for his copy of the Code and many
hours of his time. The next book loaned to me was
the Jurisprudence of Freemasonry for which I am
indebted to WB Jeffrey D. Holt of Federal Lodge No.
1. Lastly, WB Roscoe Pound’s, Lectures on Masonic
Jurisprudence, was recommended to me WB William
T. Rule, also of Federal Lodge No. 1.

Freemasons, as we are taught, meet as a Lodge, not in
a Lodge. I would like to clarify that these Lodges, as
I understand them, are the Blue Lodges which meet
to work the first three Masonic degrees, rather than
the appendant Masonic orders, such as York Rite and
Scottish Rite.
Each Lodge in the United States is governed by an
authority within a each state or territory called a
Grand Lodge. In other countries, such as England,
there may be national Grand Lodge. However, keeping in mind the historical independence of the United
continued on next page
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States, it has been more natural for the largest governing body to be at the state level and not at the
national. There is no central body to oversee all of the
Grand Lodges in the world, nor in the United States.
Therefore, individual Grand Lodge policies and practices can and do vary, though they do have a similar
basic framework in common. The lack of a central
authority means that Grand Lodges are connected
simply by fellowship and recognition of one another
as “regular”.
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of maintaining independence as well as fellowship
was adopted as the Conference of Grand Masters. The
Conference meets as a voluntary assembly of Masons
to share knowledge, but bears no authority to make or
enforce law on any scale. The only power they wield is
the promise of fellowship.

Each Grand Lodge
functions independently of any other
Grand Lodge, setting
its own rules and rituals, and determining
which other Grand
Lodges to recognize.
When two Grand
Lodges
recognize
each other they are
said to be “in Amity”.
“Amity” means that
the two Grand Lodges
recognize each other
as being legitimate,
and will allow Masons
under one Grand
Lodge to visit lodges
of the other.

Albert Mackey’s Landmarks, much like the Conference of Grand Masters, provide an important frame
of reference to but no legal authority on Masons.
The Landmarks were
referred to by Albert
Mackey as the unwritten law of Masonry.
If to write with legal
authority gives a law
its power, the written
laws of Masonry are
the general regulations
and local regulations
governing
Masonic
conduct at the Grand
Lodge and local Lodge
levels. Before Albert
Mackey, there was no
written record of these
essential Landmarks,
only vague references. In that light, the
unwritten laws are the
Landmarks.

The idea of a National
Grand Lodge has been
considered several
times in the history of
the United States, yet
it has never gained
acceptance. We are
a house stretched
between two natures.
We are brothers who
desire to meet on the
square and we are
statesmen, bound and
determined to keep
our independence.
This tension between
our natures as brothers and statesmen has been revisited many times since the “Convention Lodge” held
in 1780 which originally met to consider a National
Grand Lodge with George Washington as the General
Grand Master. Throughout our history, there seems to
be this almost perceptible historical tension to bring
all Lodges together under one unified roof and still
maintain our fierce independence. By 1923, a means

The term “Landmark”
is found in Proverbs
22:28: “Remove not
the ancient landmark
which thy fathers have
set.” In ancient times,
it was customary to
mark the boundaries
of land by means of
stone pillars. Removal
of these would cause
much confusion, men
having no other guide
than these pillars by
which to distinguish
the limits of their
property. Therefore to remove them was considered
a heinous crime. Jewish law says, “Thou shalt not
remove thy neighbors’ landmark, which they of old
time have set in thine inheritance.” Hence landmarks
are those peculiar marks by which we are able to
designate our inheritance. They define what is being
passed on to us. In the case of Freemasonry, they are
called the Landmarks of the Order.

ancient landmarks

The history of the term Landmark as applied directly
to Masonry is traced by Roscoe Pound back to Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723. This was six years after
the Great Revival of 1717 when the first Grand Lodge
of England was formed as the Grand Lodge of London
and Westminster. Anderson wrote, “The Grand Lodge
may make or alter regulations, provided the old
landmarks be carefully preserved.” No explanation
of these landmarks was provided.
In 1775, William Preston, uses the word Landmarks
in Illustrations of Masonry. However, it must be
noted that all the Lodges of England were not completely unified until 1813, when both the Ancients
and Moderns resolved their differences in the ritual
of the Royal Arch and the Master Mason Degrees.
Pound supposes that Preston’s use reflects this division. In one quote from Pound, it is synonymous with
established usages and
customs of the Craft. In
this usage, the Grand
Lodge of England was
trying to provide ample
argument in support of
their side of the schism.
Preston’s work does not
provide any definite enumeration of Landmark’s,
but it does further suggest the idea of an
unalterable prescriptive
fundamental law.

This meant that we could have Landmarks that are
fixed and yet still evolving.
Mackey knew that if there was to be a standard, he
had to create it himself. None of his research provided
a definitive list of Landmarks, only vague references.
In order to guide his work, Albert Mackey established
three distinct criteria by which he measured Landmarks: ancient, unchangeable, and universal.
Admittedly, he created the Landmarks for his own
use, to satisfy his own purpose, but based on his criteria the Landmarks must be considered on a larger
geographic scale against the backdrop of the Masonic
organization, if the criteria and Landmarks are to be
logically consistent to themselves. I do not propose
that a failure of consistency means the Landmarks are
any less important, but that we must adjust our lens if
at first we find flaw.

It is good to grasp for
light; it is essential. We
must ever grasp for the
eternal to better come
to grips with our ever
changing world.

Not until 1846 is there
any progress in defining
the term Landmark that
goes any further. Certainly
there is nothing that actually states the actual list of Landmarks. Dr. George
Oliver’s work in 1846 is important because he has
created work both before and after Albert Mackey’s Jurisprudence that shows the direct impact of
Jurisprudence on Masons of his era. Before Jurisprudence, Dr. Oliver is vague in his use of Landmarks.
After Jurisprudence, in 1863, Dr. Oliver has found his
voice. In Freemason’s Treasury, Dr. Oliver actually
enumerates and classifies Landmarks, whereas before,
he could only say that Landmarks had never been
clearly defined. But, in 1863, he does still profess that
we “are groveling in the darkness”. As Pound states,
Mackey’s exposition sparked something in Dr. Oliver
that profoundly affected the thinking of that day.
It seemed that Mackey sparked an evolution in thinking. He realized that in order to move forward as a
body, to evolve, Freemasons must still have something
fixed, albeit historically, by which to guide their actions.

In reviewing the Landmarks
against
the
organization, I did find
what seems to be a rather
glaring logical flaw. It is
on three parts, that to
this Fellowcraft, Albert
Mackey’s criteria and
Landmarks seem at first
glance to be self-defeating.

On the first, although
well respected, Albert
Mackey was in no legal
position to create law for
all the Grand Lodges in
the United States, not to
mention internationally.
On the second, the sixteenth Landmark states, “No Lodge can interfere in
the business of another Lodge.” On the third, each
Grand Lodge is self-governing and independent,
with no single body exercising authority over the
whole of Freemasonry.
It is in light of this particular conflict that I turned
my lens to Roscoe Pound. He too wrestled with the
problems encountered in Albert Mackey’s work. He too
saw that the criteria and the organization itself offered
unique legal problems in accepting the Landmarks as
they were written. Being a lawyer, and a man of great
reasoning, he was drawn to resolve the conflicts he
saw in the Landmarks. So, he divided the Landmarks
into two groups: those that are established customs
and those that are more fundamental. The established
customs, he argues, are not entirely unalterable but still
entitled to the highest respect. He calls these common
law. The more fundamental beliefs that persist in many
continued on next page
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ancient landmarks

ways, are not entirely always described using the same
language, but persistent as a sort of theme throughout
Masonic history.
Roscoe Pound’s Landmarks are as follows and along
side each one I have listed the number of the Albert
Mackey Landmark which he listed as its common
brother:
1. Belief in God; Mackey’s 13th.
2.	Belief in the persistence of personality;
Mackey’s 20th.
3.	A book of law as an indispensable part of the
furniture of every lodge; Mackey’s 21st.
4. The legend of the third degree; Mackey’s third.
5. Secrecy; Mackey’s 11th and 23rd.
6.	The symbolism of the operative art; Mackey’s 24th.
7.	That a Mason must be a man, free born, and of
age; part of Mackey’s 18th.
He refined the list from 25 to seven. He is not alone in
re-scoping the Landmarks. Dr. Oliver actually increased
the list to 40. He and Dr. Oliver both have their differences with the number, as do many Grand Lodges even
today. Yet, it seems none disagree with the existence
nor criteria of Landmarks. We all seem to have differences with the words used to express the Landmarks.
The words themselves are ever changing. The intent
and criteria remains timeless, but the expression of the
words is ever-changing.
Ever since Albert Mackey made his first attempt to nail
down a list of Landmarks, the words seem to have taken
on a life of their own. They seem to grow and change,
with variations based on the times and the ecology of
the Grand Lodges. In an attempt to understand this
organic process of change as applied to ideology, I am
reminded of another more modern concept that seeks
to understand how words and concepts change over
time, that of memes.
Though the concept of memes as applied to Masonic
thought could well be a study in itself, I would like to
give a quick definition as acquired from Wikipedia. I
apologize for using this as a source, but it does provide,
at the least, a satisfactory summary.
In 1976, the British scientist Richard Dawkins coined
(or adapted) the word “meme” as a concept for
discussion of evolutionary principles in explaining the
spread of ideas and cultural phenomena. Examples
of memes given in his work included melodies, catchphrases, beliefs, clothing fashion, and the technology of
building arches. Meme-theorists contend that memes
evolve by natural selection (in a manner analogous
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to that of biological evolution) through the processes
of variation, mutation, competition, and inheritance
influencing an individual meme’s reproductive
success. Memes spread through the behaviors that
they generate in their hosts. Memes that propagate
less prolifically may become extinct, while others may
survive, spread, and (for better or for worse) mutate.
Theorists point out that memes which replicate the
most effectively spread best, and some memes may
replicate effectively even when they prove detrimental
to the welfare of their hosts.
Based on the idea of memes, I must make some small
conclusion in this presentation, that though the indefinable root concept and criteria of Landmarks are
untouchable by time, the words describing Landmarks
will and must change if Freemasonry is to survive
within the scope of time. Everything made by man is
subject to time. In its most biologic sense, those concepts that don’t adapt, don’t survive.
After reviewing all this material, I find that I am in
complete agreement with Albert Mackey’s intent, if not
his words. It is good to grasp for light; it is essential.
We must ever grasp for the eternal to better come
to grips with our ever changing world. So I must end
this presentation with more questions than answers.
Questions that I hope will inspire others to really
engage themselves in the discussion of what it means
to be a Freemason.
If there is anything that is truly unchanging about Freemasonry, if we could truly boil it down to one absolute,
what would it be? I think we must all decide the answer
to that question on a personal level. I propose, based
on my limited experience, the most important of Albert
Mackey’s Landmarks, in a legal sense, has been, is now,
and may well be “the right of every Freemason to visit
and sit in every regular Lodge.” There are certainly
necessary exceptions to this such as the necessary
good standing of a brother. However, I believe that the
essence of the fourteenth Landmark bears witness as
the most important and timeless Landmark in defining
my personal identity with Freemasons: brotherhood.
Threat of removal of such recognition is often the
deciding factor in any Masonic trial. In all cases, be they
legal or situational, it would seem to me that the right
to sit peaceably with a brother, break bread, and meet
freely is without a doubt one of the most important and
foundational to understanding what it means to be a
Mason. After all, what are we if not brothers?

For a complete list of Mackey’s Ancient Landmarks, please refer to the Grand Lodge Code
available in the member resources section at
dcgrandlodge.org. n

maynilad lodge

Maynilad Lodge
Strengthening the Masonic Concept of
Universal Brotherhood Within Our Jurisdiction
J. Kenneth Gibala, Secretary
Maynilad Lodge, U.D.

I

t was at a July 2009 special communication that Grand Master
Kwame Acquaah met Worshipful Brother and Ambassador
Generoso Calonge [Philippine Ambassador]
and discussed
Freemasonry
in the nation’s
capital. During

Teddy, as he is known, met with the
Ambassador and a delegation of the
interested Masons. After several
meetings, Brother Teddy was
asked to assume the leadership and prepare the
petition for the
dispensation
that
would
allow the lodge
to form. The

the visit Grand
Master Acquaah
asked how many Filipino Masons
might there be in the Washington
area. The answer was close to three
hundred. With that revelation our Grand
Master simply asked if the ambassador
thought there might be an interest in
developing a Filipino lodge within
our jurisdiction amenable to the Filipino culture but in conformity to the
rules of our Grand Lodge. That was the seed that
grew into Maynilad Lodge.

dispensation designated Worshipful
Brother Theodore V. Villapando of
Washington Daylight Lodge No. 14
as Master; Worshipful Brother Generoso Calonge, also of Washington Daylight
as Senior Warden, and Worshipful
Brother Edward Usita of Naomi Lodge
No. 97 of the Grand Lodge of Virginia
as Junior Warden.

The name is the original name for Manila, the capital city of the Philippines. If the Grand Lodge should
answer the prayer of the brethren of Maynilad and
vote to grant the lodge a charter, the number
chosen for the lodge, 1521, represents the year
Magellan first landed or discovered the Philippines.
The lodge received its dispensation to begin work
in November of 2009. The purpose of the lodge is to
provide a home for Philippine Masons living in the
mid-Atlantic region, and to be a national center for
American Masons of Filipino heritage.
The Ambassador was enthusiastic about the prospects for such a lodge, and quickly developed a list
of 30 experienced Freemasons who expressed a
desire to build a new lodge. Grand Master Acquaah
suggested that our Grand Representative of the Philippines near our Grand Lodge, Worshipful Brother
Theodore Villapando, might be of assistance. Brother

Of the several prominent Masons who are founders, one is Brother Dominador “Ador” Carreon, who
retired from the US Navy in 1997, after attaining the
highest enlisted rank of master chief petty officer.
While in service he was well-decorated with the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal with Two Gold Stars and a chest full of
other medals. After retiring from the Navy, Brother
“Ador” worked for the Department of the Treasury as a financial operations manager serving six
treasury secretaries. Chief Carreon is not the only
master chief in the group. There is also Worshipful
Brother Bayani Casanova, a Grand Inspector at the
Grand Lodge of Maryland, Grand Representative of
the Grand Lodge of Ecuador, and also Worshipful
Brother Bayani Diokno formally of Micronesia Lodge
No. 173, located on the island of Guam.
In 2008 Brother Ador became president of the
Philippine American Foundation for Charities, Inc.
(PAFC); prior to which he was its vice president
for internal affairs. He was also the overall chairman
continued on page 27
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measuring the profane

Measuring
the Profane
The following comments are excerpted from a presentation made at the Semi-Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge on Wednesday, May 12, 2010

A

lbert Pike is credited with observing that Masonry
is a succession of allegories which are the mere
vehicles of great lessons in morality and philosophy. To many, the word profane is an uncomfortable
sounding term although Webster’s definition is simply
“one that is not initiated.”
We were all profane once
but upon initiation we
began a long and pleasant
trip of listening and learning, through allegories, the
teaching of the great lessons in Masonry.
From our world about us,
only a few have the opportunity to be initiated into
the grandeur of Freemasonry. Our great lessons
in morality and philosophy are bestowed on all
who approach us and are
found worthy. These great
lessons are not yours and
mine alone, we must share
them; for the lifeblood of
the Craft requires a continuous line of men who have
been found worthy and
begun as Entered Apprentices. The so-called “G”
lecture teaches us all the
importance of the attentive ear which receives
sound from the instructive
tongue so that through
the succession of ages are
transmitted unimpaired the
most excellent tenants of
our institution.

Our process begins with a petition for the degrees where
upon return and acceptance by the lodge an investigation is undertaken. Upon published notice of a vote to
be taken on the petitioner’s request to be given the
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degrees, the report of the investigation is announced
to the lodge and a vote is taken. We call this last vote a
ballot. Each phase of this process is important, but here
I would like to talk about the ballot.

A decision to ballot
negatively upon a
candidate is not
appropriate merely by
saying the candidate is
not ready for Masonry,
for this measurement
has no substance upon
which a Freemason,
answering to his own
conscience, can find
basis for rejection.

But how do we grow? How do we measure the profane?

James H. Laughlin, Jr.
Grand Orator

Albert Mackey’s Jurisprudence of Freemasonry
instructs us that the when
taking a ballot, the vote
must be unanimous, the
vote must be independent, and the vote must
be secret. The principle of
unanimity and secrecy are
well understood, but there
is often confusion as to
what is meant when it is
said that the vote must be
independent. It is said that
a Freemason is responsible to no human power
for the vote that he casts
on the petition of a candidate. Thus, to his own
conscience alone must a
Freemason answer for the
motives that have led to
his vote. Mackey notes
that although a Freemason must answer alone
to his own conscience, it
is clearly wrong for him
to allow his vote to be
influenced by pique or
prejudice, or to indulge in
ungenerous feelings.

But what are the objective
standards to measure the
profane as a petitioner for the degrees? Our standards
would seem clear: The law and tradition of Masonry
holds that a candidate must be a man, freeborn, and
under the tongue of good report. Our Code says that
his age must be 18 years or older. The criteria of
being freeborn is only of historical note today, but the
requirement of being under the tongue of good report

my ballot

is most important. The Craft is not well served where
an investigation of a petitioner fails to uncover criminal
conduct or significant acts of social failings and flaws of
character. Indeed a well-conducted investigation will be
able to report to the lodge findings of strong character
and conduct of the highest rank. A finding that a man
is under the tongue of good report is a finding that the
petitioner is worthy of being made a Mason.
Our ritual, which teaches and reinforces the traditions
of Masonry, further implies that we will not make any
person a Mason who is in his dotage or nonage, an
atheist, madman, women, or a fool. The standards of
measuring the profane are clear.
Yet I sometimes hear it said that a petitioner should
be rejected because he isn’t ready for Masonry. What
does this mean? What kind of standard is this? This
cannot be an objection based upon age because the law
which we have sworn to honor and follow prescribes
a specific age requirement. This cannot be an objection based upon the petitioner’s place in society for
Masonry measures no man by his wealth or status in
society. Is this a judgment upon a man where there has
been insufficient information obtained to find strong
character and personal conduct of the highest rank? If
so, it is clear that the petitioner has not been fully or
properly investigated.
A decision to ballot negatively upon a candidate is not
appropriate merely by saying the candidate is not ready
for Masonry, for this measurement has no substance
upon which a Freemason, answering to his own conscience, can find basis for rejection. Such a vote is based
upon a judgment without facts and the vote indulges
ungenerous feelings.
But it is most important to the Craft that we know our
petitioners. Let me end with an apologue. Charlie, a new
retiree and greeter at Wal-Mart, just couldn’t seem to
get to work on time. Every day he was 5, 10, 15 minutes
late. But he was a good worker, very tidy, clean-shaven,
sharp-minded, and a real credit to the company and
obviously demonstrating their Older Person Friendly
policies. One day the boss called him into the office for
a talk. “Charlie, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic,
you do a bang up job, but frequent tardiness is quite
bothersome.” Charlie responded, “Yes, I know boss, and
I am working on it.” ‘’Well good” noted the boss, “you
are a team player. That’s what I like to hear. It’s odd
though you’re coming in late. I know you’re retired from
the military. Whatever did they say when you came in
late there?” Charlie slowly responded, ‘’Well! They said
good morning Admiral. Can I get you some coffee, sir?”

protect the West Gate. Our obligations to ourselves as
Freemasons and the Craft require us to be attentive to
our rules, standards, and obligations. We must be knowledgeable about our petitioners and fair to our brethren.
These form the foundations of the future of our Craft. n

My Ballot

by Thomas Q. Ellis (1890-1971)

Grand Master (1925) Grand Lodge, F. & A. M. of Mississippi

At the same sacred altar I’m standing;
It glows with the same sacred light,
With the same sense of honor demanding
As when kneeling, my vows there to plight.
And as rev’rently then I was kneeling
I now stand rev’rently there,
And all I hold dear is appealing,
That my vote stand the test of the Square.
If through friendship I favor the seeker
But know him unworthy at heart,
Lest my Lodge by my ballot grow weaker,
Such favor from justice must part.
At the altar where light flooded o’er me,
I’ll betray not the trust that I bear,
I’ll shame not the emblems before me,
But I’ll measure my vote by the Square.
Or should he not be to my liking
But merit by actions the trust,
My soul I’ll not perjure by striking
A blow if a blow be unjust.
But I’ll welcome his step ‘cross the border,
I’ll honor the trust that I bear,
I’ll vote for the good of the Order
And I’ll cast every vote on the Square.
Time flies and ere long my petition
Will be filed in the Grand Lodge above;
I’ll be glad then I tempered such mission
With justice and brotherly love.
“With the measure ye mete” has been spoken
By the Worshipful Master up there;
No promise e’er made has He broken,
He’ll handle my case on the Square.

Dan Brown’s The Lost Symbol, a cautionary tale of
fiction, reminds us again that we must know our petitioners. We must carefully follow our procedures to
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Many dreams, one goal

Many Dreams, One Goal,
and a Great Golf Outing!
A Report on Our Grand Jurisdiction’s Annual
Golf Tournament

Grant R. Berning, PGM
Grand Lodge Golf Tournament Committee

M

any years ago, when I became a Mason, I heard
stories from the older members, of a time
when there were great fund raising events put
on by the Masons that involved the public. On June
28th, 2010 such an
event occurred at
Lake Presidential
Golf Course. “The
Liberty Mutual
Invitational
Amateur
Golf
Series benefiting
the Scottish Rite
Center for Childhood Language
Disorders
of
Washington, DC”.
What a wonderful
event it was and
how thankful, we
as Masons, can be
at the outpouring
of support by the
golfing public and
our membership
for this worthwhile charity.

set up. This is no small feat since the area stretched
out over five (5) long tables and three spacers and
included a large tent over some of the tables, a large
umbrella over some other tables, and then the sun over
the rest. However,
soon a great deal
of help arrived
and took over finishing the set up
and registration.
Registration
of
the golfers went
smoothly thanks
to the help of
some wonderful
volunteers. The
registration
of
golfers is often a
place of great confusion and it takes
strong individuals
to bring order out
of chaos. We cannot thank enough
the host of brothers that pulled this
off, and they are:
Luke Young, Dan
Planning
for
Brewer,
Pierre
the event began
Gozé, Bill Hines,
months
before
Peter Brusoe, Fred
with the efforts of a
Waesche, Marlon
MWB Grant Berning (second from left) with the group
great golf commitCurtis, Mason Butfrom Billy Martin’s Tavern in Georgetown
tee (Bruce French,
ler, Alton Butler,
Bud Michels, GarMark Polansky,
rison Courtney,
and Kevin Jay. This year, registration included receivand Ken Insley) supported by the Scottish Rite office
ing a pair of sun glasses at a registration table set up
staff (John Vergalla, General Secretary, and Betty
away from main registration specifically for this purSteele) and blessed by our Grand Master, MWB Paul
pose. This was perfectly accomplished, to the pure joy
D. Gleason. On June 27, 2010 it all came together with
of everyone by; Mrs. Rita Michels, Susan Michels and
Richard Pepper and me loading a rental truck with
Susan’s friend Rachel Limon.
supplies, prizes, tee signs, tables, etc. for the big event.
Lake Presidential Golf Course (LPGC) is set on 1,200
The day began beautifully. The rental truck got to the
acres of rolling, wooded land crisscrossed by streams
course by 8:00 am and with the help of WB Pepper,
and accented by a sparkling lake. The course is relathe registration area in front of the club house was
tively new to the mid-Atlantic region and a couple of
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years ago Golf Digest rated it as the 9th best new
public course in the nation. The LPGC staff was very
helpful throughout the day and Lunch was served to
the players and volunteers starting at 11:30 am. Play
started at 1:00 pm under clear and sunny skies but
ended in a cloud burst so strong, that at one point it
looked as though the lake had moved from its location
to be against the windows and huge glass doors of the
club house. Play was suspended after fourteen (14)
holes of play, and well before anyone got wet. After, it
became clear (no play on words) that we were done
we proceeded to the awards banquet and door prize
drawings. The banquet was served buffet style and
I am certain that no one left hungry. It was a great
meal, and most
importantly, it was
served promptly.

called Chip Shots who then sold copies of each golfer’s
swing and group photo to those that wished to buy
them with a part of the proceeds going to our charity.
During the awards banquet, we had photos taken by
Mr. Gallagher of Gallagher Photo Studios.

At the end of the banquet our silent auction was
closed, and the winners were announced. We cannot
say enough in the way of thanks to our silent auction
sponsors which included our Grand Master MWB Gleason, Morton’s Steak House, and Billy Martin’s Tavern
to name just a few. However, the entire event could
not begin to be a success without our sponsors and
the players. We all wish to publicly thank our National
Sponsors, our many other sponsors which include:
Capital
Communications Group,
MGM Roast Beef,
Once fed, we began
Buccaneer Computthe presentation
ers, Capital Auto
of awards lead by
& Truck Auction,
some remarks from
Inc., Early, Casthe leader of the
sidy & Schilling,
DC Scottish Rite,
Inc., Eastbanc, Inc.,
Illustrious and MWB
Collin’s Elevator
Leonard Proden,
Service, Inc., Willand then a short
ner Inc., Potomac
and effective speech
Lodge No. 5, Hiramby the head of our
Takoma Lodge No.
Language Disorders
10,
ECOMPEX,
Clinic, Dr. Tommy
Inc., The Carlyle
Robinson.
This
Suites, Col. Wilbeing a National
son A. Shatzer, Jr.
Tournament with
(Ret), Morton’s The
prizes and awards
Steakhouse, Hitachi
supplied by the
Data Systems, The
A beautiful spot for the distribution of sunglasses to the golfers
tournament sponCapital Grille, ELICsors, Liberty Mutual, Taylor Made Adidas, Polaroid,
ITEK, Andrea Wright, Mamma Lucia Restaurants, Basil
Sports Vision Eyewear and Golf Digest there was a
Mossaidis and Atlantic Caterers, Inc.
full script to follow for the National winners who, we
There is, as always, so much more to say and people
have learned, was a team of members from LPGC and
and corporations to thank for their involvement behind
they will represent us at the National Tournament to
the scenes, like Stan Dodd of the House of the Temple.
be held at Pinehurst Resort in March, 2011. We are
However there is one, who for years has been a backpleased to report that the fourth place National winbone of support to me and once again jumped into the
ners were captained by our own John Vergalla from
fray to produce a beautiful Scottish Rite Banner for the
Justice-Columbia No. 3. Since many of our teams
golf outing as a gift from him to the Scottish Rite, used
did not participate in the National Tournament we
his good offices to get very expensive tee signs for our
had prizes for the others and they were; First Place,
sponsors at a severally reduced rate, helped me load
captained by our own MWB Albert Smith from East
the truck, set up registration, and then at 11:30 pm
Gate Lodge No. 34 and the Second Place, Captained
on the 28th of June help me unload the truck! I speak
by Joseph Mandeville from Temple-Noyes-Cathedral
of no other than my neighbor, my friend and brother,
Lodge No. 32. Several other contests took place, like
Richard W. Pepper, of Potomac Lodge No. 5. Thank
a putting contest managed by the Nation’s Capital
you Richard, and thank you everyone. n
DeMolay faithfully watched over by Peter Brusoe.
Pictures were taken throughout the day by a company

The Voice of Freemasonry

25

celebrating freedom

Celebrating Freedom
from Tyranny
J. David Moses Rozsa, Sr Grand Steward
Co-Chairman, Grand Lodge Independence Day
Community Activities Committee

Our Masonic marchers at the National Independence
Day Parade on Constitution Avenue

Craft and revel in their successful implementation
(and survivability) in the “great experiment” which
is the USA. Of course, being involved in the parades
also helps us reach out to our communities and
increase positive public awareness of Freemasonry.

The Brethren in Palisades grilled and served 3,000 hot dogs.

T

alk about institutional memory. On
Independence Day 2010, the Grand Lodge of
the District of Columbia turned out in force to
celebrate the 234th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence of the United States of
America. DC Freemasons marched in the National
Independence Day Parade on Constitution Avenue
and in local community parades in Palisades, Capitol
Hill, and Takoma Park.
Independence Day is of special significance to
Freemasons, given the significant involvement of
Masons in the leadership of the American Revolution
against colonial tyranny, and the strong correlation
between Masonic principles and those contained
in the Declaration of Independence, Constitution,
and Bill of Rights. Thus, the 4th of July is a great
opportunity for Masons to reflect on the tenets of our
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Our participation in each parade was organized
and led by one of our constituent Lodges: Potomac
Lodge No. 5 at Palisades; Hiram-Takoma Lodge No.
10 at Takoma Park; Naval Lodge No. 4 at Capitol Hill;
and Albert Pike Lodge No. 33 at the National Parade.
Masons who marched in the three local community
parades handed out American flags and businesscard-sized copies of the Bill of Rights (with our
Grand Lodge contact information on the back) to
thousands of parade watchers. At the Palisades
parade, more than 3,000 hot dogs were grilled, led
by Worshipful Brother Jeremy S. Barnes and Brother
Robin Bodie (both of Potomac Lodge No. 5) and
given to those who came to enjoy live music and
family activities.
At the National Parade, hundreds of thousands of
spectators watched and cheered as 33 Freemasons
marched down Constitution Avenue in three straight
lines symbolically representing the three pillars of
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. There were even
a few wolf whistles! (They were probably for the

celebrating freedom

Masonry was well-represented at the Takoma Park parade.

column of Beauty.) By good fortune, the group
immediately behind ours was a lively and talented
high school marching band.
The Grand Lodge supported each parade, providing
Masonic baseball caps and banners for the marchers
and American flags and Bill of Rights cards to
hand out to parade observers. Right Worshipful
Brother Roman Volsky (Junior Grand Steward, and
the other Co-Chair of the Grand Lodge Fourth
of July Community Activities Committee) did an
outstanding job producing and coordinating these
items, as well as submitting our application for the
National Parade. Worshipful Brother Burton S. Levy
(Grand Photographer) and Brother Erick Bautista

(Albert Pike Lodge No. 33) captured the National
Parade on film.
Later this year, the Grand Lodge and the Past
Masters Association will cosponsor a family picnic,
complete with games, live music, and refreshments.
To all who participated in the 4th of July events—
and to those who spent the day with their family
or friends elsewhere and thus demonstrated our
appreciation for our loved ones’ support of our
Masonic involvement—thank you for making this
Independence Day a highly enjoyable and rewarding
day for DC Freemasonry. May the enlightened
principles of our Craft persist for at least another 234
years… and happy birthday, America! n

Maynilad Lodge
continued from page 21

of the Philippine Festival Committee 2005 (PFC
2005); and under his able leadership, fundraising hit
its highest level since the inception of the PFC in
1997. Brother Ador is also the subject of a resolution
by the Maryland State Senate in recognition of his
leadership within the Filipino community. His special projects have included an annual mission to the
Philippines to provide school supplies to 200 indigent
children and basic hygiene and health supplies to 50
senior citizens.
Another founding member is Brother Carpenter Arpa
IV, a graduate of the Philippine Air Force Academy.
He also served as a pilot in the US Navy; where he
was awarded its Meritorious Service Award and
Commendation while a Pentagon resident serving on
active duty.

Ambassador and Brother Calonge has served at the
Philippine Embassies in Saipan, Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Moscow, and Washington, DC.
Worshipful Brothers Diosdado Barawid of Memphis,
Tennessee, and Angel Corpus of Seattle, Washington, are the president and president-elect of the
Philippine Masonic Association of America [PMAAI],
an organization of over 1500 Master Masons living
throughout the United States. Worshipful Brothers
Bayani Estoista Diokno of Jacksonville, Florida and
Danilo “Santy” Jimenez of Seattle, Washington are
both past presidents of the PMAAI.
This is our first year as a lodge and we look forward
to being home to Masons with a Filipino background;
and strengthening the Masonic concept of universal
brotherhood within our jurisdiction. n
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a grand tour

A Grand Tour

for our Grand Master
in Italy
by Oscar Bartoli, PM
Italia Lodge No. 2001

W

B Giancarlo Oderda, Master of Italia Lodge
No. 2001 went to the airport at Tessera,
near Venice, Italy to welcome Grand Master
Paul D. Gleason and his dear wife, Patricia. I
traveled from Rome to Venice to meet the party and
the tour of the classic lagoon city, also known as the
Queen of the Adriatic, began. The tour included
the Palazzo Ducale, San Marco, and a quick visit by
boat to Murano to see the famous glass works there.
The tour of Venice culminated with a “must do”
activity: a canal ride in one of the famous gondolas.

Rimini

Italia
Venezia

architecture. Of course, we couldn’t miss out on a
prolonged visit to the Home of Raffaello. Afterward,
we continued on the road to Rimini, location of the
annual communication of the Grand Orient of Italy.
The next day, the American delegation entered
the enormous temple assembled at the Palazzo dei
Congressi in Rimini, where more than 2,000 people,
including brothers and “profani” (uninitiated),
were gathered to listen to an address by MWB
Gustavo Raffi, Grand Master of the Grand Orient
of Italy.

The group then
It was the morning
embarked
on
a
of March 28th, when
journey to the next
visiting dignitaries
town, Ancona. Here
representing several
we were welcomed
prominent
Grand
by a delegation from
Lodges took turns in
Garibaldi Lodge No.
making presentations
750. We visited the
to Grand Master
great cathedral or
Raffi. Grand Master
“duomo” and other
Gleason spoke very
prominent churches.
eloquently, in front
The brethren of
of thousands of
Garibaldi
Lodge
brothers from Italy
No. 750 hosted the
and around the world,
“Americans” at the
about how the United
Napoleonic Fort, a
States of America
famous resort in the
is still struggling
The Master of Italia Lodge, seated with Masonic dignitarbay of Porto Novo.
with defining the
ies, conducts a special communication of the Lodge in
The banquet offered
concept of “liberty”.
Rimini, Italy.
by
the
Ancona
As a memento of the
brothers was a fine
occasion, MWB Gleason presented MWB Raffi
example of their tradition of outstanding hospitality.
with a bronze figurine of George Washington,
In a gift exchange, the WM of Garibaldi Lodge
testifying to the true friendship uniting American
gave his Italia Lodge counterpart a wonderful
Masonry to that represented by the Grand Orient.
book, and an equally important volume was given
During the afternoon we visited San Marino, an
to Grand Master Gleason. WM Oderda gave the
old and noble independent republic in the heart
Ancona brethren a box containing a replica of the
of Italy’s Romagna region, where we participated
famous George Washington Gavel or “Magleitto”,
in the annual assembly of the local Grand Lodge.
the original being held by Potomac Lodge No. 5.
With a final visit to picturesque Lake Como, the
The group, now forming a substantial caravan
Grand Master and Mrs. Gleason returned home to
of cars, stopped at Urbino, where we visited the
Washington, D.C. n
Palazzo Ducale, and the students’ residence,
one of the most interesting examples of 1970’s
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new grand master for lodge of morocco

A New Grand Master
for the Regular Grand Lodge
of the Kingdom of Morocco

Guy J. Masquefa
La France Lodge No. 93

From left to right: MWB
Jean Alévinat, DGM, GL
of Gabon, MWB François
Stifani, GM, National GL
of France, MWB Yassine
Nouini, GM, Regular GL,
Kingdom of Morocco, and
RWB Guy J. Masquefa,
acting Grand Rep., GL of
Washington, DC

O

n Saturday, June 26th, at Rabat, the Regular
Grand Lodge of the Kingdom of Morocco
(GLRRM) held her annual stated communication. It was an event of noticeable importance in the
life of this young Grand Lodge established and consecrated on June 15, 2000 to get installed her third
Grand Master ever. Grand Masters are elected to
three-year terms with no term limits. Sister Grand
Lodges were aware of the importance of this session
and sent high ranking officials and delegates to participate in this magnificent ceremony. From Africa
came the representatives of the Grand Lodges of Djibouti, Gabon (Deputy Grand Master with six Grand
Officers and Brethren), Ghana (Grand Master),
Ivory Coast, Mali (Grand Master), Niger, Senegal,
South Africa (Grand Master) and Togo (Grand
Master and seven Grand Officers and Brethren).
Europe was represented by the Grand
Lodges of Belgium (Grand Master),
England (Grand Chancellor and his
Assistant), France (Grand Master,
Immediate Past Grand Master, and
Deputy Grand Master), Portugal,
and Turkey. Finally, from North

America, I was very proud to represent the Grand
Lodge of the District of Columbia.
On this occasion, MWB Yassine Nouini was installed
in the Chair of King Suleiman (Solomon) as Grand
Master by MWB François Stifani, Grand Master of
the National Grand Lodge of France, assisted by
all the then present active and past Grand Masters.
Before the closing of the ceremony and acting as
Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia, I was honored to bring MWB
Yassine Nouini, and all our Moroccan Brethren,
the greetings and the best wishes of MWB Paul D.
Gleason, Grand Master and all the Washington DC
brethren. The event was celebrated with a cocktail
reception followed by a first class banquet dinner
hosted by the new Grand Master to honor our
ladies. MWB Yasssine Nouini has been a
frequent visitor to our grand jurisdiction, having attended several of the
annual Universal Brotherhood Celebrations as well as the Ninth World
Conference of Masonic Grand Lodges
in 2008. n
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stand proud, brother mason

Stand Proud,
Brother Mason
Christopher R. Trueblood, PM
Fraternity Lodge No. 54

I

n our first introduction to Freemasonry, we are
warned not to let our attachment to the Fraternity
to allow us to debase the dignity of ourselves and
the Craft through quarrel with the ignorant. A quick
Google search will suffice to convince even the most
optimistic Mason that there is plenty of ignorance,
to say nothing of hatred, toward Freemasonry in the
profane world. From conspiracy theorists claiming
that Masons control the world’s governments to
religious extremists perpetrating the false notion
that Masons worship evil deities from Baphomet to
Lucifer himself, hate and fear born of ignorance is
found across the political and social spectrum.
As any person who has spent much time observing
the rituals of government can recognize, argument,
even with the best of intentions, rarely effects a
shift in a person’s basic belief system. Someone
convinced that we as Masons are lying, secretive
worshippers of Satan are unlikely to be swayed by
even a well-reasoned discussion.
This leads us to a quandary. If we cannot sway the
conspiracy theorists through reason, how are we to
maintain the honor and dignity of the Fraternity
in the eyes of the general public? The answer, I
believe, lies in our visibility. So many people in

the world have only the vaguest ideas of what
Masons are; brief glimpses of Shriners in parades,
shadowy legends surrounding the 33rd Degree in
Scottish Rite Masonry, a square-and-compasses
ring that belonged to a great-grandfather. And
yet Masons do so much. From language disorder
clinics to children’s hospitals to eye health and even
small-scale contributions by individual Lodges and
Brothers, Masons do an enormous amount of good to
the larger world in the pursuit of our goal of making
good men better.
This is not to say that we should outrightly publicize
our charitable and other efforts for the sake of PR;
such would be vulgar. At the same time, however,
to educate and set an example of what Masonry is
and what Masonry does at an individual and smallgroup level would do immeasurable good in building
the public esteem of the Fraternity and marginalize
those who would spread lies. It is much easier to
believe falsehoods about an anonymous group than
it is to believe the same about a coworker, a brother,
a friend. So, let us all be proud of our Masonic
affiliations and be not shy in publicly claiming
them, both for our benefit and for the benefit of our
beloved Craft. n

A Special Opportunity for Federal Employees:
Please consider including the Masonic Foundation of the District of Columbia
as part of your charitable giving to the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC).
The CFC number for the Masonic
Foundation is 48808 and is listed in the
“local agencies” section of this year’s
campaign catalog.
If you are not a Federal Employee but
know someone who is, please ask them
to consider our Masonic Foundation.
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CAPITAL FREEMASONRY

Bicentennial of Brotherhood
Nearly two centuries ago…
Brethren of the several lodges meeting in the nation’s capital organized to establish their own Grand Lodge. In the course of the
past two hundred years, the Masons of the District of Columbia have played an integral part in community life and the building
of Washington into the world-class capital city that it is today. Next year we mark the bicentennial of the founding of our Grand
Lodge and its efforts over the ensuing years to improve our civil society and promote the goodness and light of Freemasonry.
To commemorate this milestone, our Grand Lodge has planned several events to honor our past, celebrate the present, and
embolden us for the future. All the lodges and their members are invited and encouraged to participate in the variety of
bicentennial events. Here is a glimpse of some highlights on the 2011 calendar. Save the dates now! Details on these and
additional events related to our Bicentennial of Brotherhood will be forthcoming.

Founders’ Day Festive Board
Friday, 21 January 2011
6:30pm reception,
7:30pm dinner
DC Scottish Rite
Center

Masonic Day of Thanksgiving
and Remembrance
Saturday,
26 March 2011
10:00am
Washington
National Cathedral

Bicentennial Banquet
Saturday, 12 February 2011
6:30pm reception,
7:30pm dinner
Almas Shrine Center

Universal Brotherhood
Celebration
Friday and
Saturday,
10 and 11 June
2011
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Upcoming
Grand Lodge
Events:
Fall Leadership Conference
September 11 & 12, 2010
Bolger Center,
Potomac, MD

Grand Lodge Banquet
December 10, 2010
Renaissance Downtown
Washington DC Hotel

Annual Communication
October 23, 2010
Scottish Rite Center

Third Communication and
Installation of 2011 Officers
December 11, 2010
Scottish Rite Center

