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For nearly five decades, the beautiful and iconic
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree has been selected from
a National Forest to be presented to the American
people. The tradition of the Capitol Christmas Tree,
or “The People’s Tree,” began in 1964 when Speaker of
the U.S. House of Representatives John W. McCormack
(D-MA) placed a live Christmas tree on the Capitol
lawn. This tree lived three years before succumbing to
wind and root damage. In 1970, the Capitol architect
asked the U.S. Forest Service to provide a Christmas
tree. Since then, a different national forest has been
chosen each year to provide “The People’s Tree.” This
national forest also works with state forests to provide
companion trees that are smaller Christmas trees for
offices in Washington, D.C.
2013 will mark the second time that Washington state
has provided the Capitol Christmas Tree. In 2006,
a Pacific silver fir was provided from the Olympic
National Forest.The Capitol Christmas Tree will travel
with companion trees and more than 5,000 handmade
ornaments. Washingtonians are invited to create ornaments depicting this year’s theme “Sharing
Washington’s Good Nature.” Youth ages 5-19 who submit ornaments will be entered to win a trip to
Washington, D.C. to light the tree with House Speaker John Boehner at a ceremony in December. After
the lighting ceremony, the Capitol Christmas Tree will be lit nightly from dusk to 11:00 pm throughout
the holiday season. (From the official U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree website)
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GRAND MASTER’S MESSAGE

Grand Master’s Message

A

mazing is the term I often use to describe
the experience and rewards we enjoy as
members of the great and noble fraternity
of Freemasons, and especially with the added
benefit of being involved in DC Masonry. This is a
place where a rich legacy of Freemasonry is being
wrought and we are very privileged to be helping with that edification and partaking in what
information technology
can offer.
Brethren all, this will be
my last official message
to you as Grand Master of
Masons of the District of
Columbia and I will continue to the last day, to
feel extremely honored
to have been afforded the
privilege to serve in this
high office. You accorded
me this opportunity to
serve the Craft and our
community and I will
cherish the memory of
your kindness until time
for me shall be no more.

more, as you observe time marching
on. Notwithstanding, I am happy to say
that 2013 has truly been a great year for
Freemasonry in the District of Columbia. Between
the close collaboration among the Grand Lodge
officers and the Lodges, to the individual Grand
Visitations to the Lodges, the Universal Brotherhood Celebration, the Grand Lodge Masonic
Family Picnic, the Independence Day parades,
the Fall Leadership Conference, the Semi- and
Annual Communications,
the several twinning ceremonies with foreign
lodges, our visits to other
Grand Lodges, and participation in the biennial
sessions of the Northern
and Southern Jurisdictions of the Scottish Rite,
the Scottish Rite and
York Rite bodies of DC,
the Shriners and Eastern
Star bodies, the youth
groups activities, I can
assert that a lot has been
accomplished this year.

The 2013 Masonic year
started for me with
My main goal was to align
excitement and high
my aspirations for our
hopes to uphold the digvery vibrant Grand Lodge
nity of the trust invested
with the Masonic aspirain me, and do my utmost
Most Worshipful Brother
tions of the Brethren of
to further the mentorship
Teko A. Foly
this Grand Jurisdiction.
of the best practices of
Included in this is was a focus on promoting the
Freemasonry through the leadership of the Grand
true practice of Brotherly Love through peace
Lodge and its officers. There were several specific
and harmony, as well as caring for the welfare
goals and a plan in hand and although the finish line
and prosperity of our Grand Lodge through effecmay be crossed with some of these goals not fully
tive leadership and mutual mentorship. This will
accomplished, I feel confident and content that I
remain my personal plan of action for several years
have done my best. The biggest regret will have
to come, long after I conclude this unique journey
to be that time is the only commodity not readas Grand Master on December 14, 2013.
ily available for procurement at will. We have all
Not long ago, I had the privilege of attending a
heard too often the exclamation: “Time flies when
performance of the National Symphony Orchestra
you are having fun”. This is my main sentiment
at the Kennedy Center. Over the course of the
as I near the end of this 2013 year in the Grand
evening, about 80 to 90 musicians with string,
East. To that effect, one will always have mixed
brass, woodwind, percussion, and various other
feelings of not having been able to accomplish
continued on next page
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instruments demonstrated their craft beautifully.
However, during a brief period in the beginning of
about ten minutes, each and every musician was
just playing his instrument with no consideration
for what the others were doing. They produced
for the ears of the audience a bizarre cacophony
though each musician knew exactly what he or
she was doing. Then the conductor came out, and
after the applause died down, we enjoyed about
90 minutes of the most beautiful musical performance that a symphony orchestra can provide.
Every orchestra member was playing in tune and
in perfect harmony with all the others. While I was
sitting there in awe and admiration for the perfection with which they played, I could not help but
to think about Masonry and our Grand Lodge in
DC. How beautiful and how great it is for Brethren
to work together and dwell in perfect unity. That
orchestra is us and we as a Grand Lodge, united as
one, can perform so beautifully when we set our
mind to it and work together to achieve the same
set of goals.
I has been my privilege to watch with particular
attention, the Craft from within and I can proudly
declare that the state of our Grand Lodge and all
the constituent lodges therein, with a very few
exceptions, is good. Yes, there is always opportunity to do better, to aspire to perfection, but I
have no worries because there is just a very small
gap between where we are and where our Grand
Lodge ought to be to achieve that perfection.
As I observed our Craft for the several years that
I have been involved, first as a new Master Mason,
then as a lodge officer, and finally as an elected
officer of this Grand Lodge, it is pleasing to notice
the progress that we as a group have made in
Masonry. In my assessment of the past, I have
always made sure not to give in to any attempt to
belittle or minimize the inestimable contributions
of our Masonic forefathers, as the full extent of
their labors and contributions to the Craft may
never be known, but are surely what made our
current success possible today. Equally, we must
also acknowledge the fact that the Masonry of
today is, in some ways, different from the Masonry
as practiced by our great grandfathers. Today, the
needs of a Freemason have changed and our Craft
must find a way to meet these new needs and
maintain its relevancy without changing its essential DNA. We live in very different times today,
when the needs of our new and existing members

cannot be satisfied by the fast-food version of
Masonry that we have offered for some years. Our
members’ aspirations have changed. Many look
for a deeper Masonry, offering more substance
in the areas of philosophy, history, mysticism,
and spirituality. They also seek an experience
which provides more tools to assist them in the
practicalities of daily life. My call is certainly not
to change Freemasonry altogether, but rather to
practice this age-old noble art in ways that make it
more relevant in today’s society. We have a bright
future ahead, and we need to do our best to seize
each and every opportunity.
My most sincere thanks and deep appreciation
go to the Grand Secretary, MWB Mansour Hatefi,
PGM and his talented, hard-working staff, comprised of WB Walter Hoenes, WB Todd Duehring,
and WB Kevin Jay. I thank each of them for their
hard work, their dedication, their good counsel,
and their devotion to our Grand Lodge. This
year, which included significant challenges, is
ending on a high note due to the loyalty, teamwork, and professionalism consistently exhibited
by the headquarters staff. Our Grand Lodge and
all our constituent Lodges are well-served by these
exceptional Brethren.
Now that it has been made clearly known to all that
our Grand Secretary, MWB Mansour Hatefi, PGM
and our Grand Treasurer, MWB Paul Gleason,
PGM, are retiring from their respective offices,
many of us will find it difficult to properly and
adequately thank them and express our gratitude
for their many years of service and their exemplary dedication. Let’s all wish them both well and
hope that they enjoy a healthy and happy life and
that they continue to support our Grand Lodge in
other capacities.
I am equally very thankful for the work done during the year by the elected and appointed officers
and committeemen of the Grand Lodge. While I
must unfortunately report that a handful of Grand
Lodge officers did not bother to show up all year,
and did very little to deserve the honor and trust
placed in them by being selected as Grand Lodge
officers, a select group has performed far above
the call of duty during these many months. I thank
each of them for the privilege of working together
with me to accomplish great things for the Grand
Lodge this year. May the Great Architect of the
continued on page 6

The Voice of Freemasonry

4

FROM THE GRAND SECRETARY

From the Grand Secretary

A Farewell Message!

A

t my installation as the Grand Master of
Masons of the District of Columbia, on
December11, 1999, I spoke of how, twenty
years earlier, during what was undoubtedly the
most difficult period of my life, having lost my
homeland to the forces of tyranny, I came to the
shores of this great country, in search of refuge.
Despite the ongoing hostilities between my native
country and what was to become my adopted
home, I, like countless
others before me, was
not only accepted cordially, but was afforded
every opportunity to
rebuild my life.

richly satisfying and will be
happily remembered. The
honors received have sur- Mansour Hatefi, PGM
Grand Secretary
passed all my expectations.
Even so, at every instance,
I have taken each and every honor as yet another
fresh call to duty and service. I do not regret a
single minute of the time and effort that I have
expended on behalf of Masonry, but I do feel that I
have served amply and
long enough in an official capacity this great
fraternity which I love
so dearly.

My experience has been
truly wonderful and I
hold in my heart happy
and delightful reminiscences without number.
My term was filled with
untold kindnesses and
I find myself unable to
express the depth of my
gratitude in mere words.

On that occasion,
I spoke about my
enormous feeling of
indebtedness to America, which for me was
as statesmen have
described, a shining
“city on a hill”. I also
felt directly indebted
to many people who
extended me a helping hand, and who by
their love and support,
gave me hope, the
single most necessary
element of a person’s
sense of emotional
well-being. I spoke of
my overwhelming obligation to repay some
of the kindness so generously afforded me, if and
whenever the opportunity arose.

Today, I can forthrightly state that I have been
faithful to that pledge, to the best of my ability. My
service to this country with loyalty and zeal for a
quarter of a century and my sincere and sustained
efforts within the Noble Order of Freemasonry
and Masonic family, have helped me to fulfill that
obligation in a meaningful and rewarding manner.
My Masonic labors over the past thirty years as
a D.C Mason, all a matter of record, have been

Now as my decadelong tenure as Grand
Secretary draws to a
close, I look back to
the yesteryears with
much fondness. My
experience has been
truly wonderful and
I hold in my heart
happy and delightful
reminiscences without number. My term
was filled with untold
kindnesses and I
find myself unable to
express the depth of
my gratitude in mere
words.

Brethren, I also look
ahead with abundant
anticipation for the
future of our fraternity in this grand jurisdiction.
It is truly an exciting time to be a part of the Craft
in our nation’s capital, with ample opportunities
to promote and perpetuate the fraternity’s values
and growth.
Despite all the progress – technological and otherwise – traditional values and time-honored
principles are very much needed, and there has
never been a greater need than now for men of
quality and good character. Freemasonry may
very well be the last bastion of freedom, justice,
continued on next page
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equality, and brotherhood. Our nation, our people,
and people all around the world are looking for
something, thirsting for answers. What they need
to learn about and embrace are the cardinal teachings and principle tenets of Freemasonry. DC
Freemasons, being at the forefront of the universal Masonic movement, are uniquely well-placed
to step up and offer those answers. We must be
prepared to let our light shine; be prepared to let
everyone know who we are and what we stand for.
Fraternalism may have lost some of the appeal
it once enjoyed, as the numerous interests and
distractions of the modern world challenge each
other and compete for our attention. But we who
are interested in Freemasonry know that it does
have much to offer and the need for its positive
influence on humanity and civil society is as great
as ever. The pendulum may have swung away from
us for a time, but we simply must work to ensure
that the institution is ready when the pendulum
swings again in our direction.
The foot prints left by worthy Masons will always
remain and will continue to be followed, but it is
essential to realize and understand that while we
revere the past, Freemasonry stands today on
what it is now. The world today is different from

that of the founding fathers of our fraternity. We
are confronted with new values and new challenges; challenges on many more fronts, in a much
more complex world.
This is the time to look back with pride and to look
forward with confidence. We should enter this
new phase of Freemasonry in a spirit of humility,
devotion, and perseverance, knowing well that our
efforts, great or small, will, in time, bear fruit. Our
assignment is to bring the bright dream of a new
day to the dark corners of the world. We may not
be able to change the whole world, but we can
change the world around us.
My best wishes are extended to all my brethren
in their future efforts to promote the continued
growth of Freemasonry in this grand jurisdiction
and beyond, and in maintaining our Grand Lodge’s
position at the forefront of Universal Freemasonry.
Let us approach the tasks ahead by producing a
clear blue print for a prosperous and long future:
a Grand Lodge that leads and serves the constituent lodges with a sound vision and a sense of
mission for the benefit of Masonry and, by extension, all mankind. n

Grand Master’s Message
continued from page 4

Universe bless you and reward you abundantly for
your efforts and dedication.
I would be remiss were I not to take this opportunity to thank our Past Grand Masters, without
whose counsel and past and present dedication,
we could not be enjoying our Grand Lodge today.
I appreciate your advice and assistance and I hope
that I may continue to count on your continued
mentorship in the future. Permit me to single
out one Past Grand Master, Most Worshipful and
Illustrious Brother Len Proden, for the many courtesies and help throughout the years and more
especially for his kindness and generosity in giving
the Grand Lodge the ability to use the Scottish Rite
Center for our several sessions this year. Thank
you Sovereign Grand Inspector General Proden!
I salute the men and women who have served
in the past, as well as those who are currently
serving in our armed forces. We rely on them to
preserve and promote peace, human dignity, and
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democratic values, while opposing the forces of
darkness that threaten our world with tyranny,
fanatical behaviors, and blind acts of useless
violence. May God help and protect them and
their families.
I can never say enough to adequately express my
appreciation and love for my wife, Josephine, my
daughter, Kekeli, and my sons, Alexander and
Adam, for their strong and unconditional support
this year and for the several preceding years while
I was busy practicing Masonry.
As we enter the festive holiday season, let me conclude by extending my very best wishes to you all.
May peace, joy, hope and happiness prevail in your
homes, our communities, our nation and throughout the world.
May God bless you; May God bless our Noble Craft
and may God bless our great country, the United
States of America. n

FOCUS ON STEWARDSHIP AND THE LONG TERM

Focus on Stewardship
and the Long Term

I

thank the members of Grand Lodge for
electing me Grand Master of Free and
Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia.
Their confidence and trust honor me. I assure the
members of our jurisdiction I will strive to serve
the office faithfully for the benefit of the Craft in
DC. For those who have not already suffered my
occasional diatribe on the subject, let me share
with you some of my thoughts on the state of the
Craft as I approach my installation.
Freemasonry
has
a
long and rich history,
worldwide. The Craft
names among its members
some of the most
influential Americans. As
the Masonic Grand Lodge
in the city of the seat of
federal government, we
occupy a special and
prominent place in the
Craft. It is particularly
incumbent upon us, then,
to conduct our Masonic
affairs with regularity and
fraternal harmony. We
ought manage our Grand
Lodge and its constituent
lodges in conformity with
the best traditions of
Freemasonry as well as the tenets and principles
to which we are introduced in our first hours in
the Craft. Further, we should manage our Grand
Lodge and constituent lodges with the long term
in view. The Grand Lodge celebrated its 200th
anniversary in 2011. How well are we positioned
to thrive for the next two hundred years? Do we
continue to maintain an institution that is wellsuited to attract and cultivate ethical, influential
men for the next two centuries?

no? I don’t believe so.
James T. Feezell
Complacency is a dangerous
Deputy Grand Master
thing. I believe we need to
re-examine some of the work of the Grand Lodge
to ensure a continued vitality. Two issues come
first to mind:
To be viable, let alone thrive, for the next
200 years, we must preserve the assets of the
Grand Lodge. The bulk of these assets are in
the Grand Lodge endowment, i.e., proceeds
from the 1983 sale of the
Grand Lodge building at
801 13th Street, NW. With
Grand Lodge per capita
expense around $160, and
per capita dues around
$10, we must acknowledge
our reliance on the Grand
Lodge endowment to
continue to operate and
take responsible measures
to ensure its preservation.
I
originally
sought
election to office in the
Grand Lodge, in 2007, out
of concern for some of the
policies and expenditures
of the Grand Lodge; they
did not appear to me to
be based on the long-term
viability of this institution. We need, I believe, to
take a hard look at what we, the Grand Lodge, do,
how much, and why.

The Grand Lodge
celebrated its 200th
anniversary in 2011.
How well are we
positioned to thrive
for the next two
hundred years?

It may be easy to dismiss the question with
a perfunctory, unqualified “Yes!” Given the
apparent strength and stability of the Grand
Lodge today, the question must be rhetorical,

Another asset of the Grand Lodge is our offices on
MacArthur Boulevard. This year, rain water has
flowed into the building on several occasions. Subsequent inspection of the condition of the building
suggests, in addition to roof repair ($100,000),
additional needed repairs and maintenance may
cost as much as $500,000. The extent of damage
to require such repair suggests, to me, an inattention spanning years, if not decades. Clearly, we
need to re-examine how we maintain this building. If we don’t, it appears we risk returning to the
continued on next page
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path that culminated in the sale of our last Grand
Lodge building due to escalating maintenance
costs. This was, even then, a situation with which
the Grand Lodge was already familiar, as the reference to “the old story of history repeating itself”
in the report of the Grand Historian in 1983, suggests. For an institution that touts its historical
prowess at constructing shelter from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of seasons, we ought, it
appears, better attend to the maintenance of our
own edifices.
There are other policies and practices, in addition
to these, that I believe merit examination. While
I greatly appreciate the confidence the brethren
have reposed in me by electing me Grand Master,
the consideration of one Mason, even the Grand

Master, will not get us far. I intend to call on
the Masters, Wardens, and Past Masters of the
jurisdiction, i.e., the members of Grand Lodge,
to join me in examining these issues, developing
and implementing solutions, this year, and always
with the long term in view. I hope you will
encourage your officers and Past Masters to bear
a hand in the work to be done.
If we are Masons, successors of the builders of
some of the greatest monuments of the world
which stand even today, let us dedicate a portion
of our time and effort this year to attend to the
planning and stewardship that will be necessary
to see Freemasonry and the Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia to its 400th anniversary. n

A Special Opportunity
for Federal Employees.

Please consider including the Masonic Foundation of the
District of Columbia as part of your charitable giving to the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). The CFC number for the
Masonic Foundation is 48808 and is listed in the “local agencies” section of this year’s campaign catalog.
If you are not a Federal Employee but know someone who is,
please ask them to consider our Masonic Foundation.
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James T. Feezell, GRAND MASTER
Most Worshipful Brother James T. Feezell was born in
Jamaica, New York in 1962, to Harold C. Feezell and
Josephine V. Feezell, née Garcia. He attended elementary schools in New York, and high school in Fork Union,
Virginia. Jim received a Bachelor of Arts in Economics in 1982, and Juris Doctor and Master of Business
Administration degrees in 1993, all from the University
of Virginia.
Jim served in the U.S. Navy as a Surface Warfare Officer
on the U.S.S. Semmes (DDG-18). After active duty, he
began a career in management consulting with companies including Price Waterhouse; Booz, Allen and
Hamilton; and PA Consulting. He has maintained a consulting practice since his retirement from the U.S. Army
Reserves in 2004.
M.W.B. Feezell was raised a Master Mason in Dorchester
Lodge No. 369, A.F.M., North Charleston, South Carolina, on October 22, 1985. He was the Charter Master of
Fraternity Lodge No. 54, in 2001, and served as Master
of Anacostia Lodge No. 21, in 2011 and 2012. He is an
honorary member of Freedom Military Lodge No. 1775, and Maynilad Lodge No. 1521. He was coroneted
an Inspector General Honorary in the Scottish Rite in 2013, and is the current Master of Mithras Lodge
of Perfection in the Valley of Washington, Orient of the District of Columbia. Jim is also a member of
Keystone Royal Arch Chapter No. 58, and Charlottesville Commandery No. 3, Charlottesville, Virginia;
Columbia Chapter No. 1, and Washington Commandery No. 1, District of Columbia; Saint Simeon
Stylites Conclave, Order of the Red Cross of Constantine, District of Columbia; and the Royal
Order of Scotland. Jim was awarded the Valentine Reintzel Medal for meritorious service to
the jurisdiction in 2009, and Honorary Legion of Honor, Order of DeMolay in 2013.
Jim was appointed Grand Marshal in 2007, by M.W.B. Robert B. Heyat, Grand Master,
and elected Junior Grand Steward in 2008. He was installed Grand Master of Free and
Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia, on December 14, 2013.
M.W.B. Feezell lives in Alexandria, Virginia, with his wife, Meredith Brinson Feezell, and their
dogs, McIntosh and Ozzie.
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Joseph S. Crociata, GRAND SECRETARY
Joseph S. Crociata was born in Rochester, New York in 1951 to Joseph S. Crociata, Sr. and Jean J. Crociata. The son
and grandson of chefs, he was educated in the public schools, and was employed in a wide range of occupations,
none of which were in the kitchen (as his father had long forbidden any THIRD chef in the family). Following a
lengthy stint as a private investigator, he settled upon a career in the law, and in short order graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Literature and Philosophy from the State University of New York at Brockport.
He attended the Washington College of Law of the American University, where he was often seated next to a
Bostonian named Susan L. Brackshaw, who was to figure prominently in his life some time later. While at law
school, he was initiated, passed and raised in what is now Inspiration Lodge No. 109 of the Grand Lodge of New
York. Following his graduation in 1982, he practiced at a major Chicago defense firm for five years as an air crash
litigator. (Brother Crociata has been a licensed pilot since 1972.) While visiting Lodges throughout the country on
business travel, he became a member of the renowned Independent Royal Arch Lodge No. 2 of New York City,
and an officer and later Master of Arboretum Lodge No. 1175 of Lisle, Illinois.
Following his return to Washington in 1986, he pursued both the general practice of law and Susan L. Brackshaw,
who he married in Auckland, New Zealand on February 29, 1988. He maintains that the latter was clearly the
greater accomplishment. He was a founding partner in a new D.C. law firm in 1989 and in 2001, and transitioned the practice to
participate in the founding of Bonner Kiernan Trebach and Crociata, LLP, a defense litigation firm with offices throughout the
northeastern United States. His legal practice continues to the present day at that firm. His daughter Christine Baker is a speech
pathologist in the Chicago area who is married to the accomplished jazz trombonist and university professor, Andy Baker. They
have given Brother Crociata his most valued co-conspirators, grandson Charlie and granddaughter Alida.
In 1997, Brother Crociata first became a D.C. Mason, when he affiliated with Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15. He served as an officer
throughout a portion of the Lodge’s renaissance, and as its Master in 2003. He was the Charter Secretary of Italia Lodge No. 2001, and is also
a member of Jerusalem Lodge No. 3000 and Secretary of Union Lodge No. 6. He is an honorary member of St. John’s Lodge No. 11 and Hayastan
Lodge No. 94.
He began his Grand Lodge service in 2002, and was elected as Junior Grand Steward in 2004. He served as the Most Worshipful Grand Master of
Masons of Washington, DC for the year 2012. He is active in several invitational bodies, and currently serves as a member of the Grand Line of Knight
Masons of the U.S.A. He resides in the District of Columbia. His election as Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia marks what
may be his greatest opportunity for service to the Craft.

George J. Stoklas, Jr., GRAND TREASURER
George J. Stoklas, Jr., was born on August 21, 1950, in Washington, DC, to George J. Stoklas, Sr. and Mary M. Stoklas. Having been schooled in the Washington, DC school system, he graduated in 1968 from Woodrow Wilson
High School in Tenleytown, and attended University of Maryland, majoring in Engineering. From 1971 to 2005,
was owner of Embassy Camera, Incorporated, 1735 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC. Retiring in 2005,
and with his wife, Peggy, they relocated to Charlotte, North Carolina.
Since becoming a Master Mason in 1992, Freemasonry has been an integral part of his life when he became a
member of William R. Singleton-Hope-Lebanon Lodge No. 7. He has been an active member in this lodge being
its Worshipful Master in 2000, and current Secretary from December 2004 to present. He travels to Washington
several times monthly to perform my duties and responsibilities in this capacity and to attend Masonic body functions – including Grand Lodge activities.
In addition to membership in William R. Singleton- Hope-Lebanon Lodge No. 7, he is also a member of Italia
Lodge No. 2001, Justice-Columbia Lodge No. 3, and Harmony Lodge No. 17, William R. Singleton Chapter No. 4
Royal Arch Masons - Royal Order of Scotland – Almas Shrine Temple, St. John’s Mite Association of the District of
Columbia – serving as its President in 2003, 2004 and 2005.
He is a Life Member of Scottish Rite Valley of Washington and was bestowed KCCH at its 200th Anniversary in Charleston, SC October 3, 2001. He was awarded DeMolay Legion of Honor - June, 2010 .
His Grand Lodge service to our Grand Master(s), include – Grand Lodge Photographer, 2000 – 2002, Grand Sword Bearer – 2003, Aide
to the Grand Master – 2004, Grand Pursuivant – 2005, Assistant to the Grand Master – 2008, Special Assistant to the Grand Master –
2010, Aide to the Grand Master – 2011, Special Assistant to the Grand Master – 2012, and Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies – 2013.
In 2002, he received the Valentine Rentzel Award, an honor that was bestowed by Most Worshipful Robert H. Starr.
In addition to the above involvement with Washington, DC, bodies, outside of this area, he is additionally a member of Oasis Shrine Temple, Charlotte, NC - and current Captain of the Oasis Shrine Hospital Tripsters. He is a member of Red Fez Shrine Club, Charlotte, NC and was its Treasurer, 2005
to 2009, Steele Creek Masonic Lodge No. 737 – Charlotte, NC - and current member of the Budget Committee, Myrtle Beach
Order of Elks Lodge No. 1771, River Hills Country Club, River Hills Lions Club District 32, Lake Wylie, SC - serving on Annual Benefit
Auction Committee, Christmas Tree Sales, Annual Christmas Dinner Committee for the South Carolina School of the Deaf & Blind,
Spartanburg, SC, Lions Club Annual Golf Tournament Committee, and the Lake Wylie Retirement Home Annual Christmas Party.
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Richard J. Bautista, SENIOR GRAND DEACON
RW Bro. Richard J. Bautista was born in La Paz, Bolivia on September 27th, 1960 in the American Clinic.
He was the last of three children; Franklin the oldest and Harry the middle one, born to parents Julio C.
Bautista and Cristina Aparicio de Bautista. His father was a big admirer of the USA, so he gave Richard
and his brothers English names. Richard was educated from kindergarten through high school in the
American Institute, where English was a mandatory subject every year. He was involved in sports since
a very early age, playing volleyball for the school and serving as the assistant basketball coach for the
younger players in the school. He played soccer, loved the sport, and followed all the teams in Bolivia
and around the world. After he graduated from high school, he began his academic career in journalism
at the Catholic University of Bolivia, but a military coup changed the course of his life. All the universities
were closed due to the coup, so he moved to the United States to continue his studies. First he studied at
Georgetown University in the school of languages to further improve his English. Then he was accepted
into the Computer Information Systems Program at the University of the District of Columbia, where I
he earned a bachelor’s degree. He worked for The Washington Times newspaper for approximately five
years as a system programmer and help desk coordinator, where he learned valuable programming
skills. Then, he was hired to work at Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA) as a programmer/analyst. There he
discovered an opportunity to help students finish college as an advisor to members of the Hispanic Student Union club. He
currently works in the Information Technology department at NOVA.
He and his lovely wife, Ivon R. Ferrufino, have two wonderful kids: Erick, a brother Mater Mason of Albert Pike No. 33, and
Jurgen, who is a DeMolay and a senior student at Bishop O’Connell High School in Arlington.
Right Worshipful Brother Bautista was accepted into Masonry in 1995, after his father in-law introduced him to members of Alianza
Fraternal Americana Lodge No. 92. He joined Albert Pike Lodge No. 33, and served as its Worshipful Master 2002. In 2005 he served as the
Venerable Master of Kadosh of the Albert Pike Consistory of the Scottish Rite’s Valley of Washington. He has previously served the Grand Lodge
as Grand Marshal and as Assistant Grand Chaplain and was appointed by Grand Master Teko Foly to serve as Grand Persuivant in 2013.

Alan L. Gordon, JUNIOR GRAND STEWARD
Alan L. Gordon was born in Washington, DC and raised in District Heights, Maryland. He attended
Suitland High School and is a graduate of Frostburg State University, both located in Maryland. Alan
became a Certified Public Accountant in 1979. He founded Alan L. Gordon, CPA, P. A. in Rockville,
Maryland in 1995. Alan is married to his Lady Iris, has 3 children - Michael, Adrienne and Samantha, ages
32, 23 and 20 respectively, and one grandchild, Jacob, born in 2010.
His Masonic History is as follows… He was initiated into the Cornerstone Chapter Order of DeMolay
(Chief financial officer, Nation’s Capital DeMolay; Chairman, Advisory Council, Tenleytown-Chevy Chase
Chapter; Chevalier Degree; Legion of Honor; Cross of Honor; Guild of the Leather Apron; Honorary
member International Supreme Council). He is a third generation Master Mason (Past Master of TempleNoyes-Cathedral Lodge No. 32; Lodge treasurer since 2006; Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia, 2013; Former trustee Masonic Foundation of the District of Columbia; Served on
Grand Lodge committees including Accounts and Audit Committee, Youth Committee, July Fourth
Community Activities Committee, and the Long Range Planning Task Force). Alan is a Past Potentate of
Almas Shriners (Active participant in several clubs and units; 2012-13 member of the International Development Committee
for Shriners International; Chief Ambassador to Almas Shrine Clubs in South America, and 2012-13 President of the Trustees
Advisory Committee). He is a member of Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Valley of Washington (Received KCCH in 2011).
He is also a member of other Appendant Bodies: the Mt. Pleasant Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Past Patron of Temple Chapter
No. 13, OES (Treasurer from 2006 through 2012); Circle Club of Master Masons; Montgomery Forest No. 134, Tall Cedars of
Lebanon; Capital Court No. 50, Royal Order of Jester (Treasurer since 2005); and Teocalli No. 75, Order of Quetzalcoatl
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WASHINGTON D.C. FREEMASONRY IN THE GILDED AGE

By Guillermo De Los Reyes
Washington D.C.
and Bro. Paul Rich
Freemasonry in the Gilded Age

B

rother Mark Twain called the later part of the
nineteenth century the Gilded Age. Yet one
might think it might have been a less prosperous time for Freemasonry in the United States
given that the era began with a bitter war dividing
the country.

Masons in the District obtained a congressional
charter for the Masonic Mutual Relief Association
of the District of Columbia to assist widows and
orphans. This program eventually became the mega
company known today as Acacia Life Insurance.

Military lodges that traveled with the troops were
another response to the crisis. Washington Masons
Surprisingly, while the American Civil War’s fratwere staunch Unionists and many enlisted. In fact,
ricidal conflict destroyed many institutions, and
in 1862 Naval Lodge presented Bro. Robert Clarke,
notwithstanding that Washington at the time was
its past master and now an active officer, with a
in respects a city with more of a Southern than
sword, belt, and revolver. The first military lodge
Northern culture, the Grand Lodge of the District of
chartered was for the Seventh Regiment of the
Columbia succeeded remarkably in keeping brotherNational Guard
hood alive, – and
of the State of
the postwar years
New York, folwere also kind to
lowed by a lodge
the Craft. In fact,
for the Third
the war did not
Regiment Pennslow the growth
sylvania Reserve
of Masonry in
Corps,
known
the District. In
as the Potomac
1863, there were
Watch. Then the
1233 Masons in
59th Regiment
the capital. By
New York State
1865 there were
Volunteers was
1720 members.
given dispensaNew lodges were
tion for a lodge,
founded, includfollowed by a dising
Harmony
pensation for the
Lodge Number 17
Third Brigade of
in 1863, Acacia
the First Division
Lodge Number
of the Fifth Army
18, and Lafayette
Lodge Number 19 Old Masonic Temple located at 9th and F Streets, District of Columbia Corps Army of
the Potomac, to
in 1864. Columbia
be known as the Lodge of the Union. These tradiLodge was revived and its charter returned in 1865.
tions of supporting those in the armed services
During the Civil War, Masonry’s cable tow was
were reaffirmed in 2006 with the organization of
extended to families searching for loved ones,
Freedom Military Lodge No. 1775 for brethren in
even to the extent of the Grand Lodge supporting
the military.
Masonic doctors who provided a service “for the
The social diversity of the membership of Washpurpose of embalming and preserving the bodies
ington lodges during this period was remarked
of such brother Masons, citizens or soldiers who
about when the 140th anniversary of the founding
may be so unfortunate as to die or be killed, while
of Harmony in 1863 was commemorated: “…recall
at the seat of war and away from their families and
Brothers C. Cammack, Sr.; E.C. Eckloff; G. Alfred
friends, a service was free of charge to Masons.”
Hall; J.E.F. Holmead; J.W.D. Gray; William Blair
Washington lodges provided travel money for
Lord; Y.P. Page; William H. Rohrer; and W. Morris
stranded brothers and paid for clothes for brethren
Smith. These were nine men who lived, worked,
who were prisoners of war in the South. Help
laughed, loved, suffered, and served Masonry 140
continued long after the end of the war: in 1869
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years ago. We know little about them as men except
that their very names indicate their national origins
as English, Eastern European, Scottish, German. Of
such was our union of states created.”
A similar categorization of membership describes
the charter members of Anacostia Lodge No. 21 in
1868: “The Master, a clerk; the Senior Warden, a
bricklayer; the Junior Warden, a clerk; the Secretary, a lawyer…[members] Hotel –keeper, Tinsmith,
Blacksmith, Watchmaker, Merchant, Druggist,
Carpenter, Gardener, Grocer, Farmer, Musician,
Wood-dealer, Cigar-maker, Barber…”. This diversity
was all the more noteworthy because lodge fees
in this era could exceed a
month’s wages.

Arts. While it was a Masonic center, the building for
a time housed the George Washington University
Law School, and the edifice now is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The exterior retains
beautifully crafted Masonic symbols, as well as
remarkable interior features such as the sweeping
marble staircases.
The Ninth Street building was a credit to the growth
of Washington Freemasonry and to Grand Master
Benjamin B. French. This was a period of many
prominent Masons, but Brother French was such an
exceptional one that he requires special notice in the
history of Washington Freemasonry. He knew every
president from Andrew
Jackson (1833) to Andrew
Johnson (1867), organizing Lincoln’s Inaugural, and
the Gettysburg memorial
dedication. He oversaw the
completion of the Capitol
with its new dome, and
President Lincoln’s funeral,
visiting him on his deathbed. His house was on the
site of the present Jefferson
building of the Library of
Congress. Commissioner of
Public Buildings in Washington, he lost the job because
of his anti-slavery views
and then was reappointed
by Lincoln. He chaired the
Board of Alderman of the
District, headed the Telegraph Company, and chaired
the District relief committee
to support families of soldiers during the Civil War.

The period after the
Civil War was marked
by an enormous
increase in American
wealth, and for Masons
in the District as in
many parts of the country, a time of unprecedented prosperity.

After the war was over,
lodges were quick to extend
a hand to the former rebels; when Lebanon Lodge
received a request in 1866
from brethren in Columbia,
South Carolina, for a donation towards rebuilding their
temple, it was met. While
help was extended to others, growth raised questions
of the lack of an adequate
Grand Lodge headquarters.
In 1868 Masonry showed its
renewed strength by erecting a magnificent temple at
Ninth and F Streets N.W.,
which still stands though
not in Masonic hands. It was
restored at great expense in
the 1990s to its former architectural glory for, among other things, a seafood
restaurant. Brother Adolf Cluss, the architect, also
designed the Smithsonian’s Arts and Industries
Building and the Eastern Market. He was a staunch
member of Lafayette Lodge and the architect as well
of the Lafayette School. The ballroom in the new
temple during Grand Lodge occupancy became a
favored venue for the city’s important social events.
When the cornerstone was laid in May 1868, President Andrew Johnson, a Master Mason, excused all
members of the Executive Branch who were Masons
to march with him in the parade to the site. The
building served well, but an even more magnificent
new headquarters opened on 13th Street in 1908.
In 1983, this was purchased from the Masons for
what is now the National Museum of Women in the

Initiated in 1826 in New Hampshire and courageously serving there as master during the
Anti-Masonic period, he was also an officer of the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. After moving to
Washington, he was Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge from 1847 to 1853, and in 1868 became
Grand Master again after much persuasion. He was
active in many other bodies.
In his diary, French describes an early encounter
with Albert Pike on Wednesday, January 12, 1853:
“…passed the day at my office and the Capitol, and
in the evening attended a meeting of the Encampment of Knights Templars, and conferred the orders
on Albert Pike, Esq. of Arkansas. He is a scholar
continued on next page
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and a poet. Was an officer in the Mexican War and
a man I am disposed to hold in High estimation.”
Then, on February 6, 1853: “Thursday evening,
Washington Encampment met and we conferred
the orders of Knighthood on General Sam Houston.
We had a full encampment, and everything went
off admirably.” In 1851 French had received the
degrees of the Scottish Rite and on December 12,
1859, Albert Pike as Sovereign Grand Commander
of the Southern Jurisdiction, conferred upon him
the 33° degree. In 1870, he was made Lieutenant
Grand Commander of the Supreme Council Southern Jurisdiction.

in the Library of Congress that are waiting to be
researched by Masonic scholars.)
Benjamin French exemplifies the resilience and
success of Masonry in Washington at this critical
time. The period after the Civil War was marked by
an enormous increase in American wealth, and for
Masons in the District as in many parts of the country,
a time of unprecedented prosperity. Steven Bullock
observes that in the 20 years after 1855, more men
joined lodges in America than in the 125 previous
years, and that “By 1884, Masonry had experienced extraordinary
growth. Its membership rolls far
exceeded their pre1826 peak.”

Arguably no Mason
has been associated
with more public
Masonic functions
Moreover, the lodges
over a longer period
continued to be
in the capital than
marked by a diverFrench.
When
sity in nationalities
Grand Master, he
and by a diversity in
laid the cornerstone
the social standing
of the Smithsonian
of members, with
Institution in 1847.
a good representaIn 1848 in a grand
tion of men who had
ceremony, he laid
taken advantage of
the
cornerstone
the public schools
of the Washingfor their educaton Monument in
tion and were not
Washington D.C. In
the beneficiaries of
1850, accompanied
silver spoon childby President Zachhoods.
Members
ary Taylor, he laid
who were trade folk
the
cornerstone
sat in lodge next to
of the Washington
lawyers and docMonument in Richtors. The argument
mond,
Virginia.
is made that more
Again as Grand
and more, “While
Master, wearing the
all good men could
Benjamin B. French, Grand Master 1847-1853, 1868
original apron used
seek membership,
by
Washington,
only the well-connected and more affluent men
French laid the cornerstone of the Capitol extension
could expect to be elected to high office.” That
on July 4, 1851, following which a pilgrimage was
sociological observation may have acquired some
made to Washington’s tomb with an address given
truth later, but as a general description of the nineby French. Nearly 20 years later, in 1867, he accomteenth century is contradicted by the occupations of
panied President Andrew Johnson to Boston for a
the grand masters, who held respectable but hardly
national meeting of the Masonic Knights Templar,
stellar positions: they were more renowned as grand
of which French had also been Grand Master. And
masters than in their professions, with exceptions
on April 15, 1868, he presided over the dedication
like Benjamin French. They were kept busy. Petiof Washington’s first statue of Abraham Lincoln. (It
tions to join increased, lodges grew, and perhaps
happily fell to Benjamin B. French Lodge to raise
in some ways it really was as Twain suggested, the
Peter French, great grandson of Benjamin French.
Gilded Age. n
The family has deposited a treasure of papers
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Reaching for the Sky:

Masonic Firsts in Architectural Design

Part II: Proving Money Was No Object

W

hen the last stone was lifted in place in
1891, the Brethren looked upon their
Masonic Temple as it towered over the
landscape as the tallest building in America and
rejoiced in the handiwork that produced so bountiful a fruit from their labors. Every Masonic
and civic person of rank from Chicago was in
attendance to dedicate the designs crafted from
the Trestleboard - everyone except John Root.
The inspiring architect whose designs laid the
groundwork for a new style of architecture; and
Norman Gassette, the forceful Masonic leader and
project manager who guided
the labors of the craftsmen to
their breath-taking conclusion
were both strangely absent.
What each had first perceived
as a minor illness developed
into a fatal affliction, and with
little warning, each quickly
succumbed earlier in the year
to unrelated complaints.

a large pipe organ in the
West, Knights arrived at
the apartment of the
Marcus Trelaine, PM
Pythagoras Lodge of Research
Commander in the
East, which stood as
magnificent as a great medieval throne. All surrounded by arched balconies for the members, and
protected beneath the arched vaults of the ceiling
suspended with the heraldic banners of the Order.
Proceeding up a floor to the Oriental Consistory,
the space opened to a 21 foot tall ceiling with intricately carved emblems and expressively painted
symbols of the Craft representing the divine plan
of symmetry and order in the universe.
While much architectural flexibility was afforded to Root in
the structural design of the
building, Freemasons also
ensured that a good portion of
the Temple was constructed
specifically to the needs of
the Craft. In contrast to the
Second Empire Baroque, Richardsonian Romanesque, and
Classical Revival styles popular
among other Masonic Temples,
ornamental decorations on the
exterior of the Chicago building were kept to a minimum.
But the Square and Compass,
and All-Seeing Eye were still
featured prominently over the
granite entranceway to remind the public of its
primary intended purpose to serve the institution
of Freemasonry.

Putting aside the
misconceptions,
there is much
more to the craft
of Freemasonry
than meets the
jaundiced eye.

On November 6, 1891, in
memory of Root and Brother
Gassette, the RWB Gil Barnard, Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Illinois proclaimed the Masonic Temple
“will remain for ages as the
grandest monument that
any man can have”. Declared by the Grand
Lodge of Illinois, “finished and furnished in a fashion to rival any of the throne rooms of European
monarchs”, the brethren, companions and knights
could comfortably enjoy a fine dinner, conduct
their meetings, confer their degrees, and conclude
the evening with a fine cigar and snifter of brandy
comfortable in the wisdom their efforts were
wrought with strength and beauty. Accessible by
a marble staircase that measured the length of the
hall, galleries were dressed in Scagliola marble that
led to the several Masonic chambers elaborately
adorned in Egyptian, Grecian and Gothic motifs.
Entry to the asylum of the Knights Templar allowed
men to march three abreast in column. Passing

Stepping onto a sea of alternating tiles, Brethren
and visitors to the Masonic Temple were greeted
by a 4,000 square feet mosaic pavement spreading
out over the grand lobby. With the geometric symmetry of its design reflecting in the polished walls
of white Italian marble, the tessellated floor must
have seemingly stretched to the edge of the world.
Echoing the contrasting black and white representation, an ornately appointed grand stairway could
usher as many as 2,000 patrons to the largest restaurant in Chicago. Here again bordered in onyx
continued on next page
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and alabaster, similarly dressed Masons and their
guests comfortably enjoyed exquisitely fine dining
as the Grand Master relaxed in their pleasure and
profited thereby.
From the grand lobby, other marble staircases and
their intricately crafted iron balustrades helped
a vast and assorted army of Brethren, shoppers
and proprietors ascend to the bronze and marble
balconies where businesses and shops circled
overhead. Expanding on
the architectural and structural innovations, many new
and innovative functional
designs were explored. Laid
out along 12-foot-wide marble corridors, the walkway
was arranged to encourage the illusion of avenues
lined by shops to enhance
the shopping experience.
To accommodate the many
changing business needs,
adjustable partitions on every
floor allowed professional
offices and retailers to easily vary the size of the space
they leased.

($2.6M) on bronzework; $118,000 ($2.8M) for
marble; and $325,000 ($7.8M) on ironwork. In
today’s dollars, the grand lobby and inner courtyard alone would total $17,280,000 to make the
same architectural statement.
Constructed at a cost of $3,500,000 (approximately
$84 million in today’s dollars); the Masonic Temple
of Chicago stood as a “Majestic and artistic pile of
stone, terra cotta, marble and steel, that stands
at the corner of State and
Randolph streets in Chicago, it will be eloquent in
the description of the wonderful human energy and
enterprise for many generations. The highest building
in the world, built by an
ancient and honorable fraternity, comprehensive in
design and impressive in
appearance, it will prove
an object of interest to all
who admire the magnificent
architectural achievements
of our century, and to those
who feel a pride in the
power of human intellect
and patience of human perseverance.”

Surrounding the “U” shaped
inner courtyard, bronze and
To pay for all this, WB Noralabaster columns rose from
man Gassette organized the
the lobby like the massive
Masonic Temple Association
cedars of Lebanon. From
into a stock company. Sellabove, a brilliant ray of suning 20,000 shares at $100 a
light shined through the
share, the association quickly
observatory dome, dancing
raised the first $2 million doloff the surface of the marlars. To finalize payment for
ble shaft until it splashed
into the lobby like a divine Antique firing glass commemorating the the building construction, the
Chicago Masonic Temple from the private
association issued an addilight. The illuminations of collection of WB Robert B. Rench, Jr.
tional $1.5 million in bonds.
the Masonic Temple must
Proving a sound investment for Masons and the
have dramatically recalled to the mind of Masons
public alike, the securities were paid at a 5%
how the interior of King Solomon’s Temple may
interest rate thirty years later in 1921. Substantial
have appeared to those ancient practitioners of
operating revenues were received from a variety
the Craft.
of prestigious businesses, shops and other Masonic
Not only would the Masonic Temple be the tallorganizations. On the second, third and fourth
est and most beautiful building ever fashioned by
floors of the Masonic Temple of Chicago, visitors
modern operative Masons; at $0.31 per cubic foot,
could conduct business with Bankers National
it would also be the most costly. Freemasonry in
Bank. At ground level, ladies could receive the latChicago would spend $62,000 ($1.5M) on granite;
est hair style by the Federmeyer Brothers of Paris;
$107,000 ($2.6M) for brick and masonry; $108,000
purchase the latest European fashions at Madame
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Roy’s Imported Millinery; visit Barger’s home furnishings on the 9th floor to buy the newest style of
bedroom and parlor furniture. Men could tend to
their grooming in “the loftiest barber shop in the
world” on the 19th floor.
After a day of shopping, patrons could take in a 25
cent matinee, or return later in the evening for dinner at the main restaurant, or ride the elevator to
the 19th floor to one of two “scenic theatoriums”
fitted with opera chairs. In the Masonic Temple
Roof Theater, a cabaret of sumptuous food, highclass vaudeville acts, and
music shows were presented nightly at 8:30pm.
Another
“high-tech”
sensation was the lavish
incorporation of that newest of modern marvels
– the incandescent light
bulb. A practical science
which Thomas Edison had
first revealed to the public
only 13 years earlier, but
was now used as the latest
in entertainment technology. In a variety of magic
lantern shows such as, “‘A
Day in the Alps”, the electrical lighting produced
a surprisingly beautiful
spectacle of imagery that
must have seemed as vivid
to the audience as 3-D
films do today.

ailments, although in a testimonial, Mrs. M.E. Taylor of Chicago claimed the device cured a friend’s
neuralgia but “blistered the skin slightly.” Professor G. Birkholz on the 10th floor took contracts
to grow hair on bald heads, while H. Boardman
Rising on the 13th promises “a natural cure for
corpulency” (a nice way to say obesity). In certain
manners of “business”, some things never seem to
change. Upon full occupancy, the Masonic Temple
was home to a bank, two restaurants, 10 commercial stores, 543 business offices, two public
theaters, and an observatory, and of course, many
different lodge, chapter,
council and commandery
rooms necessary to accomplish its Masonic labors.
According to an article in
the 1894 edition of Scientific American of 1894, the
Masonic Temple was not
just a building, it was “a
city under one roof”.

The financial success of
the Masonic Temple was
off to an excellent start.
The annual rental receipts
well covered the total
operating costs of the
building, including lodge
rooms rented to local
Masonic organizations for
a fee ranging from $12.50
($300) to $25 ($600)
per night. But it was the
To take advantage of Close up image of the Chicago Masonic Temple on
Temple Observatory the
the great throng of visi- the same firing glass
produced a most welcome benefit. At a cost of 25
tors to the building, many of the retailers began
cents ($6.00 in 2012) to ride one of the 14 elevahawking “cure-alls” and “wonder medicines”.
tors, annual revenues were very conservatively
The Viavi Company peddled a “remedy” that
projected at $75,000 but more likely surpassed a
cured “all female disorders” at home, “saving
million dollars a year, earning a peak of $400,000
the expense and unpleasantness of a physician’s
a day.
personal attention.” Professor Wilson’s Magneto
With such profitable and prestigious success, it
Curative Garments were guaranteed to cure nerseemed as if Freemasonry (at least in Chicago)
vous prostration, paralysis, varicose veins, eczema,
had found the formula to mixing operative and
consumption, liver and kidney complaints, rheuspeculative Freemasonry? With so much going
matism, gout, and loss of memory. No doubt a
right, how could things go so wrong so quickly?
loss of money too, but if one can’t remember did
We’ll look to the next issue of The Voice of Freeit happen?
masonry to learn the demise that has befallen yet
Dr. Pratt’s Pocket Battery was a $5 electrical
another beautiful Masonic temple. n
device ($125 in 2013) promoting to cure the same
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L’Haitienne Lodge

By Bro. Joseph Depestre, Secretary
Lodge L’Haitienne U.D.

	Further Expands Universal Freemasonry
in the Nation’s Capital

T

he founding of L’Haitienne Lodge, a new
lodge now operating under an official dispensation from our Grand Master, MWB
Teko Foly and beholden to the Grand Lodge of
the District of Columbia, was inspired by an
incredible Masonic fervor kindled by several Master Masons, who, having traveled to their native
country of Haiti in June 2000, vowed to become
active in the Craft again. The event that prompted

Lodge L’Haitienne U.D. was organized on November 3, 2013 at
Takoma Masonic Center.

this vow was the annual country-wide celebration
of Saint John’s Day for Haitian Masons. St. Johns
Day is known and celebrated as a very powerful
day of renewal.
The secondary current motivating these Brethren was a desire to secure a way for Masons living
in the metropolitan Washington, DC area to be
of beneficial service to Masons in Haiti, and the
local community.
Having held the flame of the Order, blazing in their
hearts, these Haitian-American men and Masons
were determined to practice symbolic Masonry
again in the same beautiful and powerful manner
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as they had experienced, before their journey to
the United States, and during their short stay in
Haiti.
L’Haitienne Lodge (UD)
has chosen to uniquely
gather good Haitian,
Haitian-American and
Masonic Brethren of various nationalities, with
like minds esoterically,
to assist in radiating the
light of Masonry throughout Washington, DC and
beyond. The lodge will,
through the use of song,
ritual plays, and dramatic
presentations adopted
from the romance languages, bring a richer
understanding of our
beloved fraternity to all
Brethren.
It is further expected that
L’Haitienne Lodge (UD)
will serve as a bridge
that helps to unite our
“Nation’s Capital” (Washington) with the “Pearl
of the Antilles” (Haiti), as
well as many other precious communities of our
globe for mutual growth
and development.

On November 3, 2013 at
1:00PM, the Grand MasThe Grand Master stands with the
ter, MWB Teko A. Foly,
Master of L’Haitienne Lodge U.D.
convened a Special Communication of the Grand
Lodge for the purpose of officially organizing a new
Lodge to be known as “Lodge Haitienne U.D.”
The following Grand Lodge Officers were present:
MWB Teko A. Foly, Grand Master; RWB Charbel
Fahed, Senior Grand Steward; WB Alan L. Gordon,
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Grand Marshal; WB Jose A. Lopez-Boggio, Grand
Photographer; WB Fessou Arthur Lawson, Special
Assistant to GM; WB Carlos Ponce, Assistant of
GM; WB Hector M. Ramirez, Aide to GM; WB Eric
Prosper Houssou, Aide to GM.

which culminated in the birth of our Lodge today.
MWB Foly requested a roster of all members
and WM Stuppard summoned Brother Andre
Vainqueur to provide the roster which was read
aloud by Brother Secretary Joseph Depestre.

MWB Foly opened the Lodge in ample form in the
First Degree and raised it to the Third Degree and
proceeded with the installation of Worshipful Master Franz N. Stuppard,
PM and declared his tenure effective immediately.
He then continued with
the installation of Marcel
J. Desroches, Jr., PM, as
the Senior Warden and
Bother Frankel Petit as the
Junior Warden. The following officers were also
installed pending clearance from Grand Lodge:
Bro. Joseph Depestre as
Secretary and Bro. Wilson Douyon as Treasurer.
The remaining officers are
being processed and will
be installed in due time.

WB Desroches, the Senior Warden, asked all
present to join him in singing “Happy Birthday”
to the Grand Master. Remarks were then offered
by WM Fessou Lawson, from East Gate Lodge No.
34; from WB Jose Boggio, Grand Photographer
and Secretary of Alianza Fraternal Americana
Lodge No. 92, and RWB Charbel Fahed, Senior
Grand Steward.

MWB Foly congratulated WM Stuppard and
the new Lodge for their
dispensation and wished
them well. MWB Foly
recommended that the
new Lodge’s officers and
members study and learn
the Grand Lodge Code.
He mentioned that he is
using his personal gavel
which he initially used to
open Lodge East Gate No
34 in 2002 and which WB
Stuppard is using to officiate today.
WM Stuppard welcomed
and thanked everyone
for their support and dedication. He mentioned
the fact that Lodge L’Haïtienne UD’s first
communication started on 11/3/13 at 1300 Hour.
He saluted PGM/PGS Jean K. Gousse, who
recently traveled to the Celestial Lodge above
for his contribution and for starting the leg work

…L’Haitienne Lodge (UD)
will serve as a bridge that
helps to unite our “Nation’s
Capital” (Washington) with
the “Pearl of the Antilles”
(Haiti), as well as many
other precious communities
of our globe for mutual
growth and development.
Before closing the Special Communication in
ample form at 2:33 PM, MWB Foly expressed his
philosophy of life in the following terms: Life is
meant to be lived and it is our duty to positively
influence others. He expressed his desire to see
L’Haïtienne become a great Lodge. He remarked
that “a child is born today. It is going to grow and
flourish.” He added: “anyone can have children;
but it takes great parenting skills to raise good
children.” His wish is that 20 years from now, all
may look back and be happy to have embarked on
this journey. He expressed his sincere desire to
see us working hard and earn a position among
the greatest Lodges so that others will look at
each of us and say: “Great Masons!” n
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BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS CONTINENTS

Building Bridges
Across Continents

By Jeremy S. Barnes, PM
Secretary, Potomac Lodge No. 5

Potomac Lodge No. 5 Twins with George Washington Lodge
No. 21 of Gabon

W

ashington, DC holds a special place in the
fabric of today’s global society. Our city is
a true melting pot — walk its streets on
any given day, and you will pass people of every
culture, creed and nationality. It is the capital
of the world’s most powerful democracy, and its
energy is drawn from the desires of its occupants:
those searching for power; for freedom; for equality; for justice.

As Masons in the “capital of the free world”, we
cannot help but be influenced by the dichotomy
of the desires that surround us. Yet we also see
a different story: we prize the varying opinions
that our neighbors bring, and appreciate this city
for the breadth of its diversity. As Masons, we are
blessed to work in an environment that truly challenges the maxims of our Craft: our Grand Lodge
is a mélange of global Masonry, and to be a Mason
here is to open one’s eyes to the world.
Yet the opportunities for growth are not just individual; we also grow together as Lodges. Potomac
Lodge No. 5 has embarked on a journey of growth
over the course of the 2013 Masonic Year, culminating in its first twinning with another Lodge over
the course of its 224-year history.
George Washington Lodge No. 21, consecrated
under the auspices of the Grande Loge du Gabon,
is a singularity in its Jurisdiction. Chartered on
21 April 2012, it is the only Lodge in the country
that works in English, and the only Lodge on the
African continent dedicated to WB George Washington. In addition to its normal Masonic work,
the Grand Master of Gabon has charged George
Washington Lodge to establish of fraternal bonds
with other global Lodges that are connected to WB
Washington.
George Washington Lodge has always had close
ties to the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia; several of its founding members are DC
Masons, and the Lodge works in the Ritual of the
Grand Lodge of DC. On 07 November 2013, those
bonds strengthened as the Lodge twinned with a
DC Lodge: Potomac Lodge No. 5.

The flags of the United States of America
and the Gabonese Republic
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The path to the twinning started well over a
year before its culmination. The ceremony was
originally scheduled to occur during the June,
2013 Universal Brotherhood Celebration, but was
postponed as the members of Potomac Lodge
continued to discuss the merits of twinning with
another Lodge. Any doubts that existed at that
point, however, disappeared as the officers of

BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS CONTINENTS

Potomac Lodge hosted the Gabonese delegation
that attended the Celebration, welcoming them
with a private viewing of the George Washington
Gavel and presenting them with a flag flown over
the United States Capitol in their honor.
Potomac Lodge found in its Gabonese brethren a
true spirit of Freemasonry, and one that is familiar
to many Masons in our Grand Jurisdiction. As the
Lodges broke bread together, plans for the twinning solidified quickly: it would now be held as a
part of the 30th Anniversary Celebration of the
Grande Loge du Gabon, in Libreville, the capital
of Gabon. As a symbol of the importance that the
Grand Master placed upon these international
relationships, the ceremony would be a spotlight
event of the celebration weekend.

At the close of the twinning ceremony, the Lodges
began work on their first true collaboration: W∴B∴
Durak assumed the East, and with the assistance
of W∴B∴ Barnes as Senior Deacon and B∴ Bateman
as Lecturer, joined the brethren of George Washington Lodge in conferring the Entered Apprentice
degree upon a worthy candidate. Working side by
side, the two Lodges turned their Charter of Alliance into a fruitful relationship.
The rest of the Anniversary events followed in
equally impressive form; it will suffice to say
that the delegation from Potomac Lodge was
welcomed like family by the members of the
Grand Loge du Gabon. What we found in the
delegation that visited Washington in June was
the same across
their Grand Jurisdiction: a true spirit
of brotherhood, the
basis for an enduring relationship. It
is our fervent hope
that this relationship will blossom
and bear fruit, both
for the members
of Potomac Lodge
and for our Grand
Jurisdiction.

Potomac
Lodge
sent a delegation of
three brothers to
Gabon: WB Chetin
Durak, Master; WB
Jeremy S. Barnes,
Secretary, and B
Curtis D. Bateman,
Senior
Warden.
The brethren were
welcomed by an
impressive specAs we move through
trum of Masons: 47
our lives, it is easy to
Grand Jurisdictions
focus on the small
were represented,
details… to revert
from Russia, Turto what we know,
key, France and
W. Bros. Barnes and Durak and Bro. Bateman in Gabon
to do what’s easy.
Germany to Brazil,
Potomac Lodge was close to hewing that line:
Quebec, and Virginia — not to mention many
for 224 years we had never twinned with another
representatives from Grand Lodges across Africa.
Lodge; why start now? But as the Lodge got to
At a Special Joint Communication of George Washknow its brethren in George Washington Lodge,
ington Lodge No. 21 and Potomac Lodge No. 5 on
a funny thing happened: we stopped thinking
Thursday 07 November 2013, the two Lodges were
about what we knew, and began to consider what
formally twinned. The brethren were honored by
could be.
the presence of MWB Ali Bongo Ondimba, Grand
We moved forward cautiously, and studied the
Master of the Grande Loge du Gabon and Presidecision carefully; in the end, our willingness to
dent of the République Gabonaise, who presided
be open to possibility has helped Potomac Lodge
over the meeting. At the close of the ceremony,
grow into a new chapter of its history. We are honPotomac Lodge presented MWB Bongo Ondimba
ored to have joined our future with our Gabonese
with an engraved replica of the George Washingbrethren, and we look forward to strengthening
ton Gavel and a custom apron, and conferred upon
our bond with George Washington Lodge, and the
him an honorary membership in Potomac Lodge.
Grande Loge du Gabon, in the years to come. n
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The Identity
of Freemasonry

By Thomas W. Jackson, Executive Secretary
World Conference of Masonic Grand Lodges

The following presentation was originally part of a panel discussion at 2013 Session of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rites’s Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. – Ed.

M

y brothers, with the loss of 65% in
membership numbers and the ongoing
declining interest in Freemasonry in the
United States, it might be difficult to comprehend the remarkable age that Freemasonry is
experiencing in the world. There have been 26
new grand lodges consecrated in this millennium
and they are attracting some of the
more prominent members of their societies
whose influences are
contributing to the
development of their
countries. At the same
time many of the older
grand lodges are also
achieving successes
in both numbers and
influence.

come from oppressive government leaders and
domineering religious leaders. Please note that I
said government and religious leaders not governments and religions. In spite of all the attacks that
we have experienced from them however, they
have been unable to do us serious lasting harm.
The greatest challenges we are facing in the 21st
century, however, will be internal and
they will be much more difficult to resolve than
those from the outside world.
With very few exceptions, the challenges to
North American Freemasonry are possibly
the most critical.
Freemasonry in the
United States has
been failing more
rapidly than any other
area of the world than
perhaps Australia
and our challenges
are much different in
many ways from those
that we faced in the
past and very different
from those of most of
the rest of the world.

Freemasonry
is
expanding
and
establishing roots in
relatively untouched
environments. This
perhaps represents
the most rapid rate of
expansion over that
span of time that we
have seen in our his“The Badge of a Mason”
tory. There has been
a rebirth of interest in
I possibly belong to as many appendant Masonic
the potential of our craft to contribute to a new
bodies as anyone in this room and have great
societal evolution in much of the world. Most of
appreciation for their contribution to our craft.
this expansion is the result consecration or reHowever, I am also probably much more aware of
consecration of grand lodges in Eastern Europe
the issues that have been created by appendant
and the development of Freemasonry on the conbodies as anyone in this room as a result of worktinent of Africa.
ing with them for the past 15 years. The greatest
obstacle to success of Freemasonry where it has
This does not mean that there are not challenges
been newly consecrated is a competition with
that must be faced in the 21st century. In fact, the
leaders of appendant bodies. Newly consecrated
challenges we are facing now may be the most cruGrand Lodges must be permitted the time to
cial in our several centuries of existence. For the
establish themselves as the supreme authority
past several hundred years the greatest challenges
over Freemasonry in their jurisdictions before havto our existence have been external and have
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ing to deal with the egos of leaders of organizations
appendant to Freemasonry. This, regretfully, has
not happened in many jurisdictions. The ongoing
challenge to Freemasonry in these grand lodges
will be to establish their position with those who
feel that higher degree numbers mean higher rank
and status.
Grand Lodge supremacy of Freemasonry in North
America has rarely been challenged and yet, in
spite of all of the success that Freemasonry is
experiencing in the world, Freemasonry in North
America continues to decrease in numbers and
lose influence in our society.
I recently completed an
analysis of Freemasonry
in the United States
regarding its decrease
in membership numbers from 1959, when
it reached its highest
membership number of
over 4 million, through
2009 when it numbered
just over one and a half
million. During that
period of 50 years, Freemasonry in the United
States lost 64.78% of
its membership. However, from 1959 to 1979
the loss totaled 18.10%.
Over the next 20 years
to 1999 it lost 42.16%
of those remaining and
over the next 10 years
it lost an additional
26.55%.

we began to try to buy back the respect we lost
through large contributions to charity.
This decline in the general quality of the craft
has resulted in a loss of interest by society
and our concentration on numbers has been
counterproductive to what we were trying to
accomplish and destructive to the image of
American Freemasonry.
We are indeed experiencing an identity crisis and
it is one of our own making. Where the public once
saw an organization composed of the prominent
leaders of society, they now see an organization
almost devoid of these men. We have gone from
an organization that
attracted some of the
greatest men and noted
leaders in society who
ardently sought membership to one almost
soliciting anyone willing
to sign a petition. We
also changed from an
organization known for
its support of its brothers to an image of a
collection agency for
public charities.

We are indeed
experiencing an identity
crisis and it is one of
our own making. Where
the public once saw an
organization composed
of the prominent leaders
of society, they now see
an organization almost
devoid of these men.

Although there are
multiple factors contributing to this loss in membership there can be little doubt that we have
lost our attractive force to the segment of society
that provided the leadership of our past and created the visible image for which we were known
and respected and stimulated others to want to
become part of us. This rapid loss in membership
numbers beginning 30 to 35 years ago is a result
of our loss of vision of the need to maintain the
quality of the organization. It was then that our
leadership put their greatest effort on securing
numbers. It was also that time in our history that

Over that period of
30 years we have conducted many studies,
developed numerous
programs, instituted
many changes and
spent millions of dollars
to salvage what we had
lost with no success.
And yet, in spite of all
of the evidence showing failure for 30 years to successfully confront
the challenges, we continue to beat that same
dead horse.
Although the challenges we are facing on a world
level are different, the cause is the same, egos
exceeding abilities. Over the last three years we
watched the ego one man, the Grand Master of
the National Grand Lodge of France almost totally
destroy that Grand Lodge. It will take decades to
recover if they ever do recover. It has caused a
reconfiguration of European Freemasonry and a
continued on next page
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new pattern of thought presenting two sides with
the potential of dividing the craft on the continent.
If we in the United States are to reestablish our
identity as a highly respected and influential
organization dedicated to improving good men,
it is going to require a
new pattern of thought
of our leaders of the
craft. We must admit
that what we have
been doing for the last
30 years is a failure.
To continue to surrender the protocols
that made us great
and ignore our commitment to taking only
good men and making
them better, we will
continue our descent
into obscurity. Our
concern today cannot
rest upon the challenges of the changing
environment that we blame for our problems but
rather our reaction to these changes.

Too many of our leaders today have developed the
attitude that the Freemasonry of the past is not
suitable for today’s American society and that we
must change our operational precepts to adapt to
the new society. Well, my brothers, looking at us
and looking at modernday American society, I
would suggest it would
be more advisable for
society to change to
fit our precepts than
for Freemasonry to
change to fit societies
precepts.

Freemasonry has survived
and flourished for three
millennia in a constantly
changing environment
by maintaining our philosophical precepts and our
protocols.

Freemasonry has survived and flourished for three
millennia in a constantly changing environment
by maintaining our philosophical precepts and
our protocols. Now, we seem to have adopted
the prevailing protocols of the profane world.
The political correctness attitude of American
society today has infiltrated the thinking of Masonic leadership but my
brothers, every man is not equal
and every man does not deserve
the same as everyone else
unless he earns it, every
man does not deserve to
be a Freemason.
Freemasonry is an elite
organization in spite
of those who feel
that elitism is a
dirty word. When
we set our protocol to accept only good
men, we became elite
and my brothers, we must
remain elite.
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I well understand that
all bodies appendant
to Freemasonry must
acquire their members
from craft masonry,
so there is a tendency
to support programs
that will increase the
membership numbers
in the blue lodges. But
my brothers, lack of selection has impacted membership numbers of appendant organizations even
more than craft lodges. The greatest hurdle we
must get over is the lack of vision and failure to
understand the purpose and significance of Freemasonry in much of the American leadership.
Now we must decide which identity we wish to
project to the world. Is it the image of our
past as a powerful and influential contributor to the liberty, freedom
and equality of mankind, which
supported the moral and ethical standards upon which a
successful society could be
built or is it an organization that has outlived its
usefulness. The future is
in our hands and the
greatest hurdle to get
over will be us.
Remember,
my
brothers,
Freemasonry does not fail;
Freemasons fail. n

THE LEVEL AND THE SQUARE

T

he Masonic poet, Robert Morris, has given us, as from
a perennial fountain, more than three hundred effusions in form of odes and poems; but none wear so
well with old admirers, none secure so speedily the favor of
the newly-initiate, as his conception of August, 1854, which
has “gone out through all the earth” under the name of The
Level and the Square. It is the Masonic song of the age, tending to the immortal.
Eighteen years since, Brother George Oliver, D.D.,
eminent above all others in English Masonry, and
the Masonic writer for all time, said of this piece:
“Brother Morris has composed many fervent, eloquent
and highly-poetic compositions - songs that will not
die, but in The Level and the Square he has breathed
out his depths of feeling, fervency and pathos
with brilliancy and vigor of language, and
expressed his faith in the immortal life
beyond the grave.”

We mingle in the haunts of men, but keep our manhood true;
But the influence of our gatherings is always fresh and green,
And we long, upon the LEVEL, to renew the happy scene.
There’s a world where all are equal, we are hurrying toward
it fast:
We shall meet upon the LEVEL there, when the gates of death
are past.
We shall stand before The Orient, and The Master will
be there,
Our works to try, our lives to prove, by His unerring
SQUARE.
We shall meet upon the LEVEL there, but nevermore
depart:
There’s a Mansion, bright and glorious,
set for the “pure in heart”:

We meet upon the LEVEL and we part
upon the SQUARE:

There’s a Mansion and a welcome,
and a multitude is there

What words sublimely beautiful those
words Masonic are!

Who in this world of sloth and sin did
act upon the SQUARE.

Come, let us contemplate them, they are worthy
of a thought;

Let us meet upon the LEVEL, then, while laboring patient here:

On the very walls of Masonry the sentiment is
wrought.

Already in the western sky the signs bid us prepare

We meet upon the LEVEL; though from
every, station come.
The rich man from his mansion
and the laborer from his
home;
For the rich must leave
his princely state outside the
Mason’s door,
While the laborer feels himself a man upon the Checkered
Floor.
We act upon the PLUMB, ‘tis the order of the GUIDE;
We walk upright in virtue’s way, and lean to neither side;
The All-Seeing Eye that leads our hearts will bear us witness
true
That we still try to honor God and give each man his due.
We part upon the SQUARE, for the world must have its due;

Let us meet and let us labor, though the labor is severe.
To gather up our WORKING-TOOLS and part upon the
SQUARE.
Hands round, ye Royal Brotherhood, close in the
Golden Chain:
We part upon the SQUARE below, to
meet in Heaven again.
Each link that has been broken
here shall be united there,
And none be lost around
the Throne who’ve acted
on the SQUARE.
Periodically published in Masonic journals, quoted in a thousand orations, seen in fragments in innumerable epitaphs,
musically wedded to sixteen airs, declaimed by traveling
performers, and embodied in many “Gems of Reading,” this
effusion deserves best of all to herald our sketch of The Well
Spent Life. n
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2013 GRAND LODGE EVENTS GALLERY

Clockwise from top left: Grand Visitation to Fiat Lux Lodge No. 1717 • The Grand Masters of Peru and DC
sign the charters of alliance officially twinning Peru’s Unión Perseverancia y Fortaleza Lodge No. 171 with DC’s
LaFayette - Dupont Lodge No. 19. • Bro. Erik A. Eingorn, WB Andrew P. Kawel, and Bro. Edward P. Goodwin
at the Grand Visitation of Fraternity Lodge No. 54.
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2013 GRAND LODGE EVENTS GALLERY

Brothers and their families enjoyed plenty of
fellowship at the 2013 Masonic Family Picnic

MWB Teko A. Foly, Grand Master, at the
2013 Masonic Family Picnic

Brethren in discussion at the 2013 Fall Leadership Conference which was produced by
RWB James T. Feezell, Deputy Grand Master
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During this holiday
season, let us take
time to remember
and honor those
who served to keep
our nation free.
visit us online at

dcgrandlodge.org
Scan with your
smart phone.

