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From the Grand Master 

My Brethren, there is a better 
tomorrow. Our Grand Lodge is on the 
move and we must do what is right and 
we must d o  it now. Years from now, 
our Brethren will look back and say 
that these were the Golden Years when 
Masonry and the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia were reborn, when 
we reached out and gained new life. 
The changing of our times and the 
attitudes of people put us in a favorable 
position to grow. 

The erosion of our membership 
has not weakened the principles of 
Freemasonry, but has tested our 
Lodges. 

Several years ago. one of our 
Grand Masters told us to be proud 
that we were Masons and to show it. 
Some of us did, but most of us did not. 
Later, another Grand Master asked us 
to work and grow in the garden of 
Masonry. Some of us did, but again, 
most of us did not. In the meantime, 
the ranks of Masonry have become 
somewhat trimmed. For too long, we 
have been looked a t  bv non-masons as . . . . 

doing the same old thing. We will 
always be older men going into aging 
buildings, but we are no longer doing 
the same old thing. 

Fortunately, a bold and innovative 
program has been developed. which 
you know as Solomon 11, and has been 
adopted by this Grand Lodge. With 
the Masonic heritage which we are 
privileged to enjoy and this new pro- 
gram, it is our responsibility now to 
turn the strength of rededication into 
realized attainments as we undertake. 
in our work together, those positive 
efforts that are designed to reactivate 
and revive the challenges of Masonry. 
The only real challenge that we now 
face is to rebuild our lodges with more 
good men that we know to be out 

there. With good men as new Masons, 
we are certain to make better men of 
them by their involvement in Masonry. 

Let us be aware that Masonry 
. - 

s t r e n g t h ? T s r a E -  than weakens r h t  
man. If Masonry is to continue to be 
truly representative of the fellowship 
of man under the fatherhood of God, 
we must first renew our own commit- 
ment to this basic precept. Let us work 
together now and share those God-given 
benefits which we have received from 
Masonry with those qualified men 
who are out there, but are as yet 
uninformed and unaware of the pro- 
found depths of our Masonic way of 
life. 

My Brethren. we must live for 
today, hope for tomorrow, and beglad 
of the past. 

William C. Misko\.ic 
Grand Master 

Grand Master Miskovic 

Brother William Charles Miskovic 
began his Masonic life in 1966 in 
Anacostia #2 1, becoming Worshipful 
Master in 1974. Mc was WM also of 
Convass B. Dean Memorial Lodge in 
1980. 

Brother Miskovic was appointed 
Aide to the Grand Master in 1978 and 
elected Junior Grand Steward in De- 
cember of that same year. He is a 32nd 
Degree Knight Commander of the 
Court of Honor, Albert Pike Consis- 
tory, Valley of Washington; served as 
Commander of Robert le Bruce Coun- 
cil of Kadosh; is a past Trustee of 
Capitol Forest #104, Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon; a member of Anacostia-La- 
fayette Chapter #5, Royal Arch; Zabud 
Council #4, Royal & Select Master. 
Cryptic Masons; Potomac Command- 
ery #3, Knights Templar; Knight Mason 
of Maryland Council #9; St. Simeon 
Stylites Conclave. Red Cross of Con- 
stantine; a Noble of Almas Temple; a 
Knight in the Royal Order of Scotland; 
a member of Electa Chapter #2, Order 
of the Eastern Star; and High Twelve 
C1ub-#% - 

Brother Bill was born in McKees 
Rocks, Pennsylvania and, after gradu- 
ating from high school there, served 
with the United States Navy Seabees. 
He came to the Washington area in 
1965 to join the Metropolitan Police 
Department, presently holding the rank 
of Detective Sergeant. 

He is married to the former Ellie 
Tankosh. They have two sons. William 
and Scott, and one grandson. 

Brother Bill presently serves as 
Chairman of the Advisory Council of 
Anacostia Chapter DeMolay. and has 
been awarded the Legion of Honor by 
DeMolay's International Supreme Coun- 
cil. In 1978, he was officially commended 
for leading the rescue of 90 senior citi- 
zens from an apartment building fire. 
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A STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

This publication is designed for information. in- 
struction. and inspiralion for all who hold allegiance to 

this Grand lurisdictinn. Please beaware thatany mistake, 
in this publication are there for a purpose; wc publish 

something for everyone and some people are always 
looking for erors. Commenls and con~ributions should 
be direclcd to fhe allenlion of ~ h c  Editor. care of thc 

Grand Secrelary. 

From Out of the Blue 
(Nore: Wirh [his i~sue,  the Voice of Free- 

masonry begins a regular colutnt~ concerning a 
D.C. lodge, or lodges, featurblg n e w  or specral 
events of interesr. An-pone nwh a new~s~~orrhy 
item ro contribure should call Lawrence Chlrholtn ar 
588-4010 berween Noon and 2 PMany weekdal'.) 

More than 100 Brethren, celebrating 
the George C. Whiting #22 118th An- 
nual Reunion in February, were treated 
to the impressive sight of three sitting 
Grand Masters together with Worship- 
ful Master Douglas L. Stadler in the 
East, a history-making event in the 
annals of the Lodge. The three were: 
MWB William C. Miskovic, MWB C. 
David Haacke, Grand Master of Mary- 
land, and RWB Carl W. Stenberg, Jr., 
Grand Master of Pennsylvania. 

RWB Stenberg presented WM 
Stadler with a medallion commemor- 
ating the 200th Anniversary of the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and 
then described the new Masonic Foun- 
dation being set up to combat alcoholism 
and drug abuse among our nation's 
children. 

MWB Miskovic presented each 
of the Grand Masters with a medallion 
commemorating this 175th Anniversary 
of the Grand Lodge of the District of 
Columbia, and then the WM of George 
C. Whiting presented a placque to 
each of the Grand Masters (see center- 
page photo) commemorating their visit 
to the 118th Annual Reunion. 

(Our Grand Historian continues his rum- 
tnary of the formation and growth of Masonty 
it1 D. C.) 

It having been unanimously re- 
solved on January 8, 181 1, by the several 
lodges, to form a Grand Lodge for the 
District, the meeting was called to 
order at 3 PM on that date. Several 
resolutions favorably received were: 
first, that each lodge should have one 
vote collectively; second; that the in- 
stalled officers should be a Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, 
Grand Secretary, and Grand Treasurer; 
third, that not more than one of the 
five first-named officers should be 
chosen from the same lodge. 

Then elected were: John Valentine 
Reintzel, Jr., Potomac #43, Right Wor- 
shipful Grand Master (for several years 
the Grand Master was termed Right 
Worshipful in D.C.); John Kinkaid, 
Brooke #47, RWDGM; Alexander Mc- 
Cormick, Federal #15, RWSGW; Joseph 
Cassin, Washington-Naval #41, RW- 
SGW; and Charles Jones, Columbia 
#35, RW Grand Secretary. The election 
of a treasurer was postponed to the 
next meeting and a committee appointed 
to prepare and submit a constitution. 
The Grand Secretary was requested to 
forward copies of the proceedings to 
the Grand Lodges of Maryland and 
Virginia. The meeting was adjourned 
with agreement to meet again February 
11 .  

The February 11 meeting was 
postponed to February 19 (reasons for 
this, due to meager records, are unknown) 
and, on that date, the Grand Lodge 
was born. Brother Kinkaid having 
passed away since the first meeting, 
Brother John Richards, also of Brooke 
#47, was elected to replace him. Brother 
John Davis of Washington-Naval #41 
was elected Grand Treasurer. The roster 
was further increased by the selection 
of Brother Daniel Kurtz of Potomac 
#43 as  Senior Grand Deacon, William 
O'Neale of Federal # 15 as Junior Grand 
Deacon, and Thomas Summers of 
Brooke #47 as Grand Tyler. 

The Grand Lodge of the District 
of Columbia, then, was opened in 
ample form and the officers-elect pres- 
ent (the Grand Secretary-elect was 
absent) were duly installed in their 
several stations and places and pro- 
claimed as such according to ancient 
form. Valentine Reintzel(interestingly, 
John Valentine Reintzel, Jr .  dropped 
his given name and, after the death of 
his father, dropped the "Junior" to 
become Valentine Reintzel) was just a 
week shy of his 50th birthday when 
installed as our first Grand Master. 

Grand Lodge met on March 12, 
1811 and received the report of the 
committee on form of warrants. Their 
report was unanimously adopted and 
the form generally followed that of the 
Grand Lodge of Maryland. The form 
adopted is the same today as  in 181 1. 

Elmer F. Stein. PGM 
Grand Historian 

THE VOICE-ALIVE AND WELL 

Not everyone knows that the Voice and effort. The hard-working Editorial 
of Freemasonry first appeared in 1978 Board was: L. Robert Baker, Milton 
with 3 issues, not to reappear until the Fields, Harry Hofberg, Naif L. Mahan, 
winter of 1985. That is why you saw Stewart W. Miner, Chris A. Pouler, 
"Volume 11" in the upper left corner of Theodore Rothman, John C. Schleter, 
last year's three issues. Charles L. Sherzer, Jr., and Roland 

Our .  1985 Grand Master, MWB M. Zeender. 
Theodore M. Kahn, expressed his feeling A special word for RWB Baker. 
in 1984 that a printed communication After being appointed Editor of the 
medium such as the Voice was very Voice, Brother Bob shepherded the 
much needed for the good of both the project through times trying and diffi- 
Grand Lodge and the D.C. Brethren. cult with his trademark patience and 
Excellent cooperation and teamwork perserverance. He deserves a heartfelt 
began as acommittee met in the summer "Well done!" from all of us. 
of 1984. And finally, a special thanks to all 

Specific responsibilities for edi- the authors who labored long, hard, 
torial work, design, and distribution and sometimes of necessity anonymously, 
were assigned, and several Brethren to fill the pages. Keep up the good 
volunteered a great deal of their time word! 



The 175th Anniversary "cake", 
and compass and glittering 
candles. 

topped with the square 
with guess-how-many 

At the 175th Ann~versary dmner, a ~ d e  to the Grand Chaplam Eugene The past surroundmg the present at the 175th Ann~versary (L to R) 
R~chardson del~vers the mvocat~on wh~le, attendmg (L to R) GM W~ll lam George Moyer, Roy Stetler, Jr . Charles Brewer, W ~ l l ~ a m  Eccleston. John 
C. M~skovic, SGW Ray F McMullen, Deputy GM L Robert Baker Layton, W ~ l l ~ a m  M~skov~c. Donald Mallorey, Elmer Stem. Perry Lester, all 

Past Grand Masters of D C except M~skov~c,  D.C 's 1986 GM, and 
Stetler, PGM of Maryland 

STATUE OF 
LIBERTY FUND 

It takes some b ~ g  people to 
hold up a largecheckl Statue 
of L~berty contribut~ons from 
Mason~c and Masonic-related 
organizations totalling 
$2,000,000, presented at the 
recent Grand Master's Con- 
ference In Alexandr~a, VA (L 
to R). MW Harold D Paschal. 
Iowa; Brother Danny Thomas, 
MW John W. Dr~skell, Callfor- 
ma; MWB Calv~n G. Bond. 
New York; MWB Wdl~am C 
Miskov~c. D~strict of Columb~a 

CEREMONY FOR 
D.C.'S FIRST 

GRAND MASTER 
Great-great and great-grand 
children of Valentine Remtzel, 
first Grand Master of D.C. 
part~cipated in thewreath-lay- 
ing ceremony. Reintzel's great- 
granddaughter. Mrs. Ruth 
Gould, stands next to D.C.'s 
present-day Grand Master, 

William C. Miskovic. 

WHITING 
COMMEMORATION 

Presentation of placques commemorating 
the George C. Whiting #22 118th Annual 
Reunion (L to R): MWB C. David Haacke. 
GM of Maryland; RWB Carl W. Stenberg, 
Jr.. GM of Pennsylvania; MWB William C. 
Miskovic. GM of District of Columbia; and 
WM Douglas L. Stadler presenting. 



175th BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATED 

The Grand Lodge of the District 
of Columbia celebrated its 175th Anni- 
versary with a gala banquet and birth- 
day party Friday, March 7 at the 
Capitol Hilton Hotel (see center-page 
photos). 

After 360 Brethren robustly sang 
"Happy Birthday", the softer and con- 
siderably more polished sound of the 
Fort Washington Continentals, under 
the direction of Brother Frank Forgione, 
entertained the celebrants. 

MWB Elmer F. Stein, PGM and 
Grand Historian, after giving a brief 
history of the Grand Lodge, introduced 
the Worshipful Masters of each lodge 
who in turn briefly described their 
lodge's place in that history; also speak- 
ing were the several heads of appendant 
bodies. As each finished speaking, he 
would add another section to the beau- 
tifully designed "cake" in the center of 
the large hall. The five-tier cake was 
gradually built up and then topped off 
with a square and compass by Most 
Worshipful Grand Master William C. 
Miskovic. Then, the top candle was lit, 
starting a chain reaction which lit all 
the others (see center page photos). 
The beautiful and clever cake was 
designed and built by WB Robert F. 
Dreschler, P M  of Anacostia #21. 

In his remarks, the Grand Master 
stated that "1986 is the beginning of a 
new era. Tonight we remember the 
past, act in the present, and look 
toward the future. As the Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia, we are 
called upon to set the example for 
Freemasonry, here in this international 
capita1 of the Free World." He closed 
by thanking "our sister jurisdictions, 
Maryland and Virginia, with whose 
continuing support Masonry in the 
District will reach new heights in the 
years to come." 

Each Brother in attendance was 
presented with a 175th Anniversary 
Commemorative Coin. 

Ceremony at First 
Grand Master's Gravesite 

As part of 175th Anniversary ac- 
tivities, Most Worshipful Grand Master 
William C. Miskovic convened the 
Grand Lodge at 2:30 PM, Sunday, 
February 23 a t  Glenwood Cemetery 
for a wreath-laying ceremony to honor 
D.C.'s first Grand Master, John Valen- 
tine Reintzel, Jr. (see center page photo). 

The Grand Lodge was formed In 
procession and proceeded to where 
more than 150 people were gathered 
around the gravesite. The invocation 
was given by Assistant Grand Chaplain 
Eugene N. Richardson. Grand Historian 
Elmer F. Stein described the life and 
career of our Brother Reintzel. Grand 
Master Miskovic, after delivering words 
of welcome to the guests, then intro- 
duced the first Grand Master's great- 
great-granddaughter, great-great-grand- 
son, and his great-granddaughter, Mrs. 
Ruth Gould, who was asked to say a 
few words to the group. 

Mrs. Gould spoke of the Masonic 
tradition in her family, of her father 
and grandfather who had also been 
Masons, and told of the Reintzel family 
having had possession of the (George) 
Washington Gavel for many years. 
She proudly mentioned her 45 years in 
the Eastern Star.  (Mrs. Gould is now 
an officer of Birmingham Chapter No. 
26, Maryland). 

Following Mrs. Gould's remarks, 
the Worshipful Masters of Warren G. 
Harding No. 43, Kenneth R. Foran, 
and of Benjamin B. French No. 15, 
William R. Gillette, presented a wreath 
to Grand Master Miskovic who in turn 
laid it upon the gravesite of his pred- 
ecessor of 175 years ago. He was 
assisted by Past Grand Master William 
P. Jacobs, Jr .  

The Assistant Grand Chaplain's 
benediction completed the ceremony. 

GRAND MASTER'S ITINERARY 
April 2 8 . .  ............................... Grand Lodge Golf Tournament 
April 2 9 . .  ................. Grand Lodge Officers visit Anacostia DeMolay 

May 14 ............................ .Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting 
May 24-26 .................... Grand Master visits Marion (Ohio) Lodges 

June 13-14 ......................................... Almas Ceremonial 
June 25 ................... Anacostia Lodge Testimonial for Grand Master 

LADY LIBERTY 

Since mid-1984, the Statue of 
Liberty has been undergoing a complete 
renovation which will be completed in 
October 1986. As you know, the Statue, 
our nation's most powerful symbol of 
our tradition of liberty, has been in a 
serious state of disrepair for some 
time. Now, a swift infusion ofdollars is 
needed if enough of the work is to be 
done to show off The Lady by July 4 
when the planned summer-long Festival 
of Liberty begins! 

During the first week of July this 
year, there will be a national celebra- 
tion in New York, with a special July 4 
tribute. This.wil1 be attended by perhaps 
millions of visitors from all over Amer- 
ica, along with dignitaries and govern- 
ment representatives from many other 
nations of the world. 

You may remember the highlight 
of the 1976 Bicentennial was the parade 
of tall ships sailing up the Hudson 
River. There is planned an even more 
spectacular and inspiring celebration 
to take place in New York Harbor for 
the Statue of Liberty Centennial, which 
will be seen by millions of people via 
satellite television coverage around the 
world. 

But can our  Statue of Liberty be 
prepared for the July 4 celebration 
deadline? Your contributions are badly 
needed. If you have given previously, 
we heartily thank you, and America 
thanks you (see center page photo). 
Here's what you get for what you give 
(in addition to the good warm feeling, 
and a tax deduction to boot): For a 
minimum of $5, a Statue of Liberty 
decal; for $15, a Statue/Masonic/ U.S 
lapel pin; for $25, a congratulatory 
certificate from the Statue of Liberty- 
Ellis Island Centennial Commission; 
and for $100, a specially prepared 
certificate from our Grand Master. 
Make checks payable to the Statue of 
Liberty Fund, FA AM, D. C., and send 
them to your Lodge Secretary, or to 
the Grand Lodge office (address on 
Page 2). 

James M. Burns, PGM 
Chairman, Statue of 
Liberty-Ellis Island 

Fund Raising 



From the Grand Lecturer ... 

THE ROAD TO 
THE EAST 

A man's aspirations may often 
exceed his commitment to fulfill them. 
Leaders are made, not born. 

It should not be said and it should 
need not ever be said that the Master 
of a Lodge is not the leader of his 
Lodge. Yet, even though he may ascend 
to the Oriental Chair, if he has not assi- 
duously prepared himself and met the 
requirements of that powerful and 
demanding office he may not truly be 
the leader such as to earn the confidence, 
respect and admiration of his Brethren. 

From the moment that the mem- 
bers of the Lodge have expressed suffi- 
cient confidence in a Brother to elect 
him to the bottom of the progressive 
line he should look to the East and 
start preparing himself for the day 
when the installing officer impresses 
upon him in the language of the ritual 
that- 

"The honor, reputation and 
usefulness of your Lodge will ma- 
terially depend on the skill and 
assiduity with which you manage 
its concerns; while the happiness 
of its members will be generally 
promoted in proportion to the 
zeal and ability with which you 
propagate the genuine principles 
of our institution." 

What are the requirements and 
qualifications a Mason who aspires to 
become Master of his Lodge must meet 
so that he may be installed truly "in full 
confidence of your care, skill, and 
capacity to govern the same?" Space 
allows for enumerating only a few of 
the most important: 

1. He must acquire a knowl- 
edge and understanding of the 
government of a Masonic Lodge. 
The Master of a Lodge occupies 
the second most important posi- 
tion in the entire fraternity, ex- 
ceeded only by that of the Grand 
Master. He should learn and know 
that, as stated by an eminent Masonic 
scholar, "the government of the 
Craft differs from that of every 
other body. It combines pure De- 
mocracy and absolute Autocracy. 

The presiding officer is elected by 
the free suffrage of his Brethren; 
but when elected and installed, his 
consituents cannot control his ac- 
tions or refuse to observe and do  
his Masonic will and pleasure." 

2. He should perfect himself 
in the ritual, laws and usages of 
the fraternity and perform the 
ritualistic work so that he will be 
able to instruct the officers and 
Brethren in all things Masonic. 

3. While moving through the 
chairs he should be constantly 
making plans and sorting out pro- 
grams so that when he arrives in 
the East he will have a t  hand a 
firmly established "modus operandi". 

4. Common sense and good 
judgment are indispensable attri- 
butes of a Master of a Blue Lodge. 
Success in his job as presiding 
officer depends in large measure 
on the extent to which he exercises 
and applies these qualities. These 
essential characteristics should be 
constantly honed and sharpened 
while journeying on his pilgrimage 
to the East. 

5. The prerogatives and duties 
of Master should be solidly en- 
grained in the mind and memory 
of the aspiring officer long before 
he is offered the seat he has been 
seeking. 

6. The Master must realize 
that although he is invested with 
unlimited and unlimitable power 
with respect to the arrangement of 
the work of his Lodge, and that his 
discretion is not subject to direction 
of any character by the Lodge, he 
nevertheless is circumscribed and 
bound by the obligations of his 
office, and by his promises and 
agreements at the time of his in- 
stallation. On all questions not en- 
trenching on his inherent or dele- 
gated powers, he must abide by 
the expressed will of the majority 
of the Lodge. 
Such are the age-old requirements 

and qualifications for one who desires 
to preside as  Master of his Lodge. If he 
has mastered and taken them unto 
himself he will indeed be a source of 
light not only to the Brethren but to 
the revitalization of the Fraternity as a 
whole. 

Carl R.  LeVine 
Grand L.ecrurer 

I REMEMBER 
PAUL MURPHY 

(Brother Paul Murphy, who was 89 years 
old, had been a devoted Hospital Service Asso- 
ciation representative for 26 years, right up to 
the day he passed away, January 26 of this year. 
MWB Torn Dougherty spoke these words at 
Brother Paul> memorial service at Chevy Chase 
Presbyterian Church.) 

Brother Will Rogers said, "I never 
met a man I didn't like." I think that 
would sum up how Brother Paul Murphy 
felt. And how others felt about Paul. I 
never saw him when he wasn't ready to 
lend a helping hand to make the rbad 
of life a little smoother for a friend or 
one in need. 

T o  me, personally, Paul was a 
saint. And I think I know the reason 
why he had those saintly qualities. He 
was the only male in a household of 
four women. They tell me the dog was 
named "Missie", so that would indicate 
that Paul was totally outnumbered. 

Paul Murphy was interested in 
everyone, and was one of the most 
popular Masons in the District of 
Columbia. Nothing was ever too much 
trouble for Paul to do and see it through. 
He was a Past Master of three lodges, 
holder of a Fidelity Medal (given to 
the member of a lodge who has gone 
beyond the call of duty in service to 
Masonry and mankind), and recipient 
of the Grand Lodge of D.C. Distin- 
guished Service Medal. 

Brother Murphy was a Masonic 
Service Association Field Agent for 26 
years, accumulating 16,000 hours of 
service at area hospitals. He was made 
a 33rd degree Mason a t  the Supreme 
Council meeting of the Scottish Rite 
Southern Jurisdiction on October 21, 
1985, and was a member of the York 
Rite Bodies, Shrine, Tall Cedars, High 
12, National Sojourners, and many 
others. 

Paul was a devoted husband, loving 
father, and a true and faithful Brother 
among us. He led a full and active life, 
accomplishing many things and yet 
never being too busy to d o  what was 
asked of him. 

He has left his mark, and those of 
us who knew him would do  well to try 
to follow in his footsteps. S o  Mote it 
Be. 



HELP NEEDED! 

Paul Murphy did an outstanding 
job of representing Masonry at  the 
Washington, D.C. VA Medical Center 
and Bethesda Naval Hospital. The 
Masonic Service Association is looking 
for someone who will carry on his 
work. Anyone willing to put in some of 
his time helping hospitalized veterans 
will find a rewarding and satisfying 
position as an MSA Field Agent with 
an opportunity to bring honor to the 
Fraternity and comfort to the ill. If 
interested, call M WB Tom Dougherty 
at  301-588-4010. 

SOLOMON I1 
Proiect Solomon I1 has started 

and a few lodges already are beginning 
to see results. Some lodges are planning 
their Solomon 11 Night while others 
are still at  the starting gate. 

Here are some suggestions: Each 
District lodge is encouraged to hold a 
Solomon 11 Night. When the date is 
set, each Brother withinan approximate 
50-mile radius of the lodge should 
receive a letter inviting him to come 
and letting him know that bringing an 
interested friend or two would also be 
welcome. 

On Solomon 11 Night, the lodge 
can present the slide show (available 
from the Grand Lodge) and answer 
any questions about the program. The 
evening, needless to say, should be 
accompanied with as much publicity 
as possible; also, Grand Lodge officers, 
Solomon 11 Liaisons, and Regional 
SoIomon 11 representatives should be 
invited to attend. Copies of "Friend to 
Friend" and petitions should be available 
in quantity. 

After the Night, lodge representa- 
tives might want to personally contact 
Brothers who could not attend and 
offer them a description of the program. 

The Grand Lodge Solomon 11 
Chairman and his committee are ready 
to assist the Masters and Secretaries in 
implementing the program. This gener- 
ation of Masons has the opportunity 
to determine the future of this greatest 
of fraternities. Masonry in our Nation's 
Capital will diminish or can rise to a 
new level of influence based on our 
efforts. 

Let's join together and put new 
vitality into each D.C. lodge! 

Raymond F. McMullen 
Chairman, Solomon 

II Commirtee 

From the Grand Secretary's Table 
Again I a m  able to report additional progress in building up the Grand Lodge 

membership data base in our computer system. In mid-January, the entering of all 
Masonic history for each member was completed. This includes all degree dates and 
where the degrees were conferred if not in the Brother's present Lodge; dates when 
dropped for non-payment of dues; dates for reinstatements; when 50- and 
60-year service awards were made; offices held and dual memberships. 

Based on these data, the computer can now calculate when you will be due to 
receive a 50- or 60-year service award even if your Masonic service is not 
continuous because you obtained a dimit or were dropped for NPD and did not 
reinstate yourself within one calendar year. In the past, 1 had to rely on the Lodge 
Secretary to tell me when the award was due. This year the Grand Lodge Office will 
tell the Lodge Secretary and inform him when to pick up the award for 
presentation. If you live out of town, I will see that your award is forwarded to the 
Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction in which you live and request that a Lodge close to 
your home make the presentation. Regardless of where you live, if you think that 
you are due to receive a service award and i t  has not been presented, please drop 
me a note and 1 will be pleased to check it out. 

Our permanent records are, unfortunately, weak in theareaof dual memberships. 
In some cases we know that a Brother isa dual member but in many cases, 1 fear, we 
d o  not. You may have joined a Lodge in another jurisdiction (and retained your 
membership there) before you joined a Lodge in D.C. or, after leaving D.C., 
affiliated with a Lodge where you now reside but still maintain your membership In 
the Lodge here. I t  is this type of information that we need. If you are now paying 
dues to two or  more Lodges, 1 would appreciate a note from you, or  a phone call if 
you are in the local area, informmg the Office of the names and locations of the 
Lodges to which you pay duesand, if possible, the date when youaffiliated with the 
Lodges. 

It would be most helpful if you would promptly inform your Lodge Secretary 
or this Office of your new address if you move. Now that we are using a mailing 
permit for our  large mailings, like The Voice of Freernasonrv, any mail not 
correctly addressed is returned to this Office a t  a fee. By letting us know, you not 
only get your mail but you save the Grand Lodge money as well. 

Another suggestion I have is that youinstruct yourfamily to notify your Lodge 
in the event of your death. In such a stressful time, this is often overlooked and in 
some cases it has been months or even years before the Lodge is notified. Your 
family continues to receive mail they may not want and your Lodge may continue 
to pay dues and assessments, if you are a life member, in excess of the amount 
properly due Grand Lodge. A simple reminder may be helpful to all. 

John C. Schleter, PGM 
Grand Secretary 

Justice-Columbia #3 Begins DeMolay Program 
Justice-Columbia #3 has enthusi- 

astically begun a three-year program 
of giving grants to Nation's Capital 
DeMolay and, additionally, has offered 
to match any Lodge member grants, 
up to $1,000 each year. 

The DeMolay Foundation has 
received the first part of this generous 
donation, as well as grants from Pet- 
worth #47, East Gate #34, Pentalpha- 
Trinity #23, Joppa #35, Naval #4, St. 
Johns #I I ,  Cheverly Chapter #I 1, OES 
of Maryland, Free State Square Club, 
and more than 300 individual dona- 
tions. The Foundation has already ac- 
complished greater than 10% of the 
long-range goal and, most importantly, 
the new funds have enabled several 

important DeMolay projects to get 
underway. 

Donations are tax-deductible and 
can be sent to Nation's Capital DeMolay 
Foundation, Inc., 3055 V Street, NE, 
Washington, D.C. 20018. (If your dona- 
tion totals $25 or more and you would 
like a DeMolay lapel pin, please drop a 
note in the envelope with your check 
and it will be sent out to you.) 

Nore: Masonic Service Association 
has available for rent a 16-minute 
VHS cassette titled "DeMolay Legacy." 
Call 588-4010 for information. Jerry 
Samet (659-1434), Executive Officer, 
DeMolay, also has copies available. 

Donald L. Mallorey, PGM 
Secretary/ Treasurer, NCD F 


