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FROM 
THE GRAND MASTER: 

As my tour of service in the Grand 
East approaches a conclusion, memo- 
ries come to mind of the events that 
have taken place during 1988. On the 
night of my installation, I announced 
that my theme for the year was 
"COOPERATION, PARTICIPA- 
TION AND POSITIVE THINK- 
ING". Little did I realize that the 
membership would respond with such 
great enthusiasm. 

The COOPERATION of the 
Lodge secretaries, preparing their 
reports on a timely basis; of the 
committee chairmen who carried out 
the work of their committees; of the 
heads of all the Masonic Bodies, both 
men and women, who have joined the 
Grand Lodge with the Masonic Escort 
service at the V.A. Hospital; and of 
the brethren in support of the Grand 
Lodge School of Instruction, with its 
new programs and renewed interest, 
has been outstanding. 

The PARTICIPATION of all the 
Masonic Bodies and their families in 
the Grand Lodge Day of Thanksgiv- 
ing Service; of Masons and their 
friends in a fun-filled golf tournament; 
of the Worshipful Masters in the 
Cherry Blossom Parade, where the 
Masters Association and the Grand 
Lodge Float won third place and again 
in the Fourth of July Parade down 
Constitution Avenue, where the first 
place award was presented to Grand 
Lodge; of those who enjoyed the 
Solomon I1 Gala held at the George 
Washington Masonic National 
Memorial, where I became a new 
member bf the "Hogettes"; of the 
Officers of our Lodges and Grand 
Lodge who attended the Masonic 
Workshop held in Front Royal, 
Virginia; and of those who actively 

supported the successful blood bank 
program and the new Grand Masters 
Award Program, are sincerely 
appreciated. 

So too is the POSITIVE THINK- 
ING of the Planning Committee, the 
Search Committee and the Grand 
Lodge membership, which voted 
unanimously on August 31, 1988 to 
purchase a building for the Grand 
Lodge Office. And we still have three 
months to go as we strive to promote 
our pride in Masonry. Hopefully, we 
can learn from the past year and 
continue to build, continue to strive 
for perfection, continue our positive 
growth. Coming together, keeping 
together, and working together, as we 
have, is the key to success. 

As I have traveled this year from 
Lodge to Lodge, from meeting to 
meeting, and from event to event in 
all the Masonic Bodies, the brethren 
met me in friendship and with a 
willingness to work in the garden of 
Masonry, whereby the designs upon 
the trestleboard have become a reality. 
I sincerely thank each member of this 

GRAND LODGE 
BANQUET 

The Grand Master, Most Wor- 
shipful Raymond F. McMullen, has 
announced that the annual Grand 
Lodge Banquet will be held at the 
Capital Hilton Hotel, 16th and K 
Streets, N.W., on Tuesday, December 
20, in the Presidential Ballroom. Dress 
for the occasion, which will feature 
a Western motif, is informal. Wear 
your cowboy attire, if you have it. This 
is not a black tie affair!! 

The Committee has arranged for 
some outstanding and unusual enter- 
tainment to top off the evening. It will 
include a very popular "Front Porch 
Swing Band" and a group of talented 
"down-yonder" cloggers, whose per- 
formance is guaranteed to hold your 
attention. 

Tickets to the dinner will be made 
available, starting November 1. You 
may place your order in advance 
however, by mailing your check 
($27.50 per person), made payable to 
the Special Activities Account, to the 
Office of the Grand Secretary, 600 F 
Street, N.W., Suite 500, Washington, 
D.C. 20004. 

Grand Jurisdiction for the honor and 
privilege bestowed upon me as Grand 
Master. I will soon return to the place 
from whence I came, to the sidelines 
with my brethren. 

Raymond F. McMullen 
Grand Master 



PUBLIC RELATIONS 
SURVEY RESULTS 

Grand Lodge Masonic 
Education Conference 

Front Royal, Virginia (September 
30-October 2, 1988) 

Results of a survey of over 100 key 
Blue Lodge officers, committee 
members and other officers and 
representatives of our Grand Lodge 
attending the Masonic Education 
Conference at Front Royal, Virginia, 
indicate that District of Columbia 
Masons not only want Masonry to 
shine it's promotional light before its 
members and the public-at-large, but 
believe that the Fraternity should 
allocate the necessary funds and 
resources to support such efforts. 
There follows some of the statistics 
drawn from this valuable survey: 

98% of those surveyed agree that 
the mission of The Grand Public 
Relations Committee should be "to 
promote, preserve and defend Blue 
Lodge Masonry in the District of 
Columbia under the direction of The 
Grand Master". 

98% of those surveyed agreed that 
the mission of The Grand Public 
Relations Committee should be "to 
promote, preserve and defend Blue 
Lodge Masonry in the District of 
Columbia under the direction of The 
Grand Master". 

78% of those surveyed ranked 
active Blue Lodge Masons (44%), non- 
active Blue Lodge Masons (18%), and 
the public-at-large (16%), as the 
primary target for The Grand Lodge 
promotional'effort. ' ' """ 

Those surveyed were equally 
divided that Masonic Brotherhood, 
Masonic moral values, Masonic phi- 
losophy and Masonic history should 
be promoted by The Grand Lodge. 

38% of those surveyed ranked aging 
membership (loss of membership) as 
the greatest potential threat to  
Masonry in the District of Columbia 
followed by racial problems (23%) and 
competition for the time and attention 
of our members (21)%. 

To counteract potential threats to 
Masonry, 

a. 100% of those surveyed agreed 
that  Masonry should have 
greater community involvement. 

b. 95% disagreed that Masonry 

should become more secretive. 
92% agreed that a data base of 
information regarding the pos- 
itive aspects and experiences of 
Masonry should be maintainted. 
96% agreed that Masonry should 
have advertisements and articles 
dealing with the positive aspects 
of Masonry. 
96% agreed that Masonry should 
spread the word through the 
individual Mason. 

96% of those surveyed agreed that 
The Grand Lodge Public Relations 
Committee should serve as a commun- 
ications medium to keep the lodges 
abreast of activities and events which 
are happening within the jurisdiction. 

97% agreed that The Grand Lodge 
Public Relations Committee should 
promote and defend Masonry within 
the jurisdiction in areas where the 
individual lodge would not otherwise 
have the resources. 

In answer to the question, "If you 
were advising The Grand Master, who 
would you recommend be the primary 
spokesman for dealing with the 
public", 32% answered the Grand 
Master, 41% The Chairman of the 
Public Relations Committee and 19% 
a lawyer or other public relations 
professional. 

Those surveyed were agreed that 
The Public Relations Committee 
should provide brochures and other 
promotional materials, local media 
promotion and communication within 
the jurisdiction regarding Masonic 
activities. 

87% of those surveyed indicated 
that a moderate to significant amount 
of money should be allocated to public 
relations and promotion of Masonry 
in the District of Columbia with the 
majority (52%) agreeing that a signif- 
icant amount of money should be 
allocated to Public Relations. 

Many other valuable comments 
were received and are being reviewed 
by our Grand Lodge Public Relations 
Committee. The consensus of these 
comments indicates that our brothers 
believe that the time has come for 
Masons to act to promote the highest 
and noblest aspects of Masonry which 
we all cherish for the betterment of 
ourselves, our community and 
mankind. 

SPECIAL 
COMMUNICATION 

OF THE GRAND LODGE 
The Grand Master, Most Wor- 

shipful Raymond F. McMullen, con- 
vened the Grand Lodge in Special 
Communication on Wednesday, 
August 31, 1988, for the purpose of 
receiving the report of the Search 
Committee, which was constituted to 
locate property suitable for housing 
the Grand Lodge Office. 

The Chairman of the Search 
Committee, Worshipful J. Philip 
Smith, reported that after review of 
properties in all sections of the city, 
his committee recommended the 
purchase of a building located at 5428- 
32 MacArthur Boulevard, N.W., at a 
figure of $1,250,000.00 

The Grand Lodge, following a 35- 
millimeter slide presentation depicting 
the property, reports of professional 
evaluations of the property's value and 
condition, and a full discussion of 
queries raised from the floor, unanim- 
ously approved the work of the 
committee and authorized the pur- 
chase of the building without 
objection. 

Following necessary renovations 
to accommodate the requirements of 
the Grand Lodge, early 1989 occu- 
pancy of the property is anticipated. 

MAS,ONIC LEADERSHIP - 
CONFERENCE 

The Second annual Masonic Lead- 
ership Conference of the Grand Lodge 
convened at the 4-H Educational 
Center in Front Royal, Virginia on 
the weekend of September 30-October 
2. Attendance was good, more than 
125 Brethren gathered to learn about 
their Grand Lodge and its workings. 
The agenda, similar to that followed 
last year, also provided Wardens with 
an opportunity to take their tests and 
examinations prerequisite to the 
assumption of the duties of the East. 
From all reports it appears that the 
conferees enjoyed a pleasant weekend 
while perfecting themselves in 
Masonry. 



THE ST. JOHN'S 
MITE ASSOCIATION 
The St. John's Mite Association 

was formed in 1871 for the purpose 
of providing financial assistance to 
Masons, their widows and children 
who were distressed or on relief. The 
first president was P.G.M. Donaldson 
of Federal Lodge No. 1. In 1878, the 
bylaws were modified to require each 
Lodge to elect a St. John's Mite 
Association representative. 

At the present time the Association 
has $60,000 invested, and relief is 
dispensed to the needy on the basis 
of interest received from these invest- 
ments. The Association assists the 
Lodges which have brethren in need 
of relief, and it matches Lodge 
donations to the recipients. Meetings 
are held at Naval Lodge Hall on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 P.M. Roy G. Wildman, Past 
Master of National-Stansbury 
Lodge No. 12, is the current president. 

HOSPITAL VISITATION 
PROGRAM 

In response to an appeal by Most 
Worshipful Thomas R. Dougherty, 
Director of Hospital Visitation for the 
Masonic Service Association, Masons 
in the District of Columbia are 
anticipating more frequent service at 
the Veterans Administration Medical 
Center in Washington D.C. 

In the past, the Lodges of this 
jurisdiction h a w  provided escort 
service to patients attending chapel 
services on. one Sunday a month; 
starting in October, however, Masonic 
groups, including the appendant and 
coordinate bodies, will be available for 
service twice a month, on the first and 
third Sundays. In addition, some 
Brethren and their ladies are appear- 
ing on other Sundays as well, just to 
lend a hand where and when it is 
needed. 

If you would like to participate, 
please call the Grand Secretary (393- 
0121) or Max Beloff, Field Represen- 
tative (460-8787) for information on 
this very satisfying program. 

THE GRAND MASTER'S ITINERARY 
Leadership Conference at Front Royal 
Grand Lodge of Delaware 
1988 Masters Association Outing 
Grand Lodge of West Virginia 
Grand Lodge of Ohio 
Grand Lodge of Kentucky 
Grand Visitation to Lodges 11, 14, PLR 
Grand Lodge of Georgia 
Grand Visitation to Lodges, 12, 26, MEM 

Grand Visitation to Lodges 17, 34, 35, 33 
Grand Visitation to Lodges 7, 3,32 
Grand Visitation to Lodges 15, 1,43,49 
Grand Visitation to Lodge 45 
Grand Visitation to Lodges 22,23, 5 
Grand Visitation to Lodges 31, 16,47, 52 
National Childrens Center Breakfast 
Grand Visitation to Lodges 19,44, 35 
Grand Lodge of Maryland 
Reception honoring the Most Eminent Grand Master of 

the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 
Grand Visitation to Lodge 21 
Grand Master's DeMolay Class 
Grand Lodge Banquet 
Annual Communication of Grand Lodge 
St. John's Day Communication of Grand Lodge 

VOICE OF 
FREEMASONRY 

A STATEMENT OF 
PURPOSE 

This publication is designed to bc an organ of 
information. instrunion, Ld impiration for sll who hold 
nlkgi- to thu G r u d  Jutidinion. Comments and 
contributions. should bc d i d  lo Ihc attention of the 
editor. care of t k  Grand Seqetuy. 
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THE MASONIC 
FOUNDATION OF 
THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA 
The Masonic Foundation of the 

District of Columbia was organized 
in 1960 to increase interest in the 
establishment, operation and enlarge- 
ment of an Endowment Fund to 
provide for the care of our aged and 
infirm brethren, their widows and 
orphans, and, as needed, for such 
other benevolent, religious, charita- 
ble, scientific, literary or educational 
institutions or agencies as may be 
approved by the Foundation's Board 
of Trustees. During the past 28 years 
more than 50% of the income from 
investments made by the Foundation 
has been given to the Masonic and 
Eastern Star Home of the District of 
Columbia. 

For the past two decades the 
Worshipful Masters Associations 
have sponsored fund raising cam- 
paigns to raise funds for both the 
Foundation and the Masonic and 
Eastern Star Home. The Foundation 
has also received direct contributions 
from various members and their 
families and it has benefited from the 
wills of deceased members and their 
widows. 

In as much as the Worshipful 
Masters Association has not held a 
Fund Raising Campaign this year, it 
is suggested that every member of a 
subordinate Lodge under the Grand 
Lodge, F.A.A.M., of D.C. send his 
1988 cdntribution directly to the 
Masonic Foundation of D.C. Checks 
should be made payable to  the 
Masonic Foundation of D.C. and 
mailed to: 

Stewart W. Miner, Secretary 
600 F Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20004 

GRAND LODGE FLOAT 
WINS AWARDS 

This year the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia again entered a 
float in the Cherry Blossom Parade, 
which was held on April 9. Accom- 
panying the float were Worshipful 
Masters of several Lodges and some 
of this year's Grand Lodge Officers. 
Most Worshipful Brother Raymond 
F. McMullen and Mrs. McMullen 
rode behind the float in an open car. 
The journey down Constitution 
Avenue was witnessed by more than 
250,000 people and was covered by 
Fox  Television, Channel 5 in 
Washington, D.C. In this parade we 
won third prize. 

Our float was also entered in the 
July 4th Parade. It was given the place 
of honor in leading all the floats on 
that occasion. Once again a quarter 
of a million people lined Constitution 
Avenue. Again the float was accom- 
panied by some of the Worshipful 
Masters and Grand Lodge Officers 
dressed in colonial uniforms. Our 
Grand Master rode on the float with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Rohn, a coordinator 
for the Commission on the Bicenten- 
nial Observances. Our float was 
awarded first prize, the "Spirit of 
America Award." 

Those participating in the parade 
were Worshipful Brothers Albert C. 
Allen, Fort Dupont Lodge No. 52; 
Vincent M. Mahoney, LaFayette 
Lodge No. 19 and President of the 
Masters Association; Jamil I. Gabro, 
Justice-Columbia Lodge No. 3; Hugh 
A. Shawen,< Dawson Lodge No. - 16; 
Dewey R. Eastman, Harmony Lodge 
No. 17; Paul A. Goforth, East Gate 
Lodge No. 34; Theodore V. Villa- 
pando, Warren G. Harding- 
Brightwood Lodge No. 43; Hugh Y 
Bernard, Convass B. Dean Memorial 
Lodge; Robert H. Younger, Grand 
Sword Bearer; and Edward A. Reed, 
Aide to the Grand Master. 

EAGLE SCOUTS IN 
MASONRY - 

READ THIS!!!! 
The Southern California Research 

Lodge F. & A.M. of the Grand Lodge 
of California is currently undertaking 
a census of all U.S. Masons who are 
Eagle Scouts. Their project is not quite 
a year old and already they have 
accumulated biographies on 188 
brethren who reached that ultimate 
grade. Evergreen Lodge No. 259 of 
Riverside, California presently holds 
the first position with five active 
brothers who were Eagles. President 
Gerald Ford and astronaut "Buzz" 
Aldrin are on the list. So are 24 Past 
Masters, three Grand Masters and two 
army generals. Can you name be 
added? 

If you are an Eagle Scout then you 
will enjoy sending your name to Bro. 
Kenneth H. Grace, Secretary; South- 
ern California Lodge of Research; 
5424 West 134th Place; Hawthorne, 
CA 90250. Bro. Ken will reply with 
a kit telling about the program. In 
your note let him know the date and 
troop from which you became an 
Eagle Scout. Also give Ken a brief 
listing of your Masonic affiliations. 

NEW RED CROSS 
BLOOD DONOR HOURS 

The Drew Center of the American 
Red Cross, 2025 E, St., N.W., has 
announced new hours for blood 
donations on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., and Thursday from 1:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

It is requested that you call in 
advance for an appointment; the 
number is 728-6575. This is an effort 
to decrease delays and/or overcrowd- 
ing at one time. 

BLOOD IS SORELY NEEDE 
REMEMBER, THE LIFE YOU SAVE BY DONATING A 

PINT MAY BE YOUR OWN OR THAT OF A LOVED ONE 



PAST MASTERS 
ASSOCIATION 

In the course of several discussions 
in the early seventies among the Past 
Masters of this Jurisdiction, including 
Past Grand Master Charles T. McDo- 
nald and Worshipful Brother Milton 
Fields, the desirability of a Past 
Masters group or association was 
aired. There were at that time several 
Perpetuated Masters Associations, 
but in many of them activities were 
waning. The thought that an inte- 
grated association of these groups 
might offer more activity across a 
wider membership span, was attrac- 
tive. It was also perceived that a larger 
group working in consort could be of 
real benefit to the Grand Lodge and 
the Grand Master. In consequence, 
and after a number of meetings, The 
Past Masters Association, F.A.A.M., 
of the District of Columbia was 
formed in 1973 with the approval of 
the Grand Lodge. Worshipful Brother 
Fields was i& first President. 

Now in its fifteenth year, the 
membership of the Association con- 
tinues to grow, despite the continuing 
fall in our Lodge memberships. The 
Association remains active with two 
regular meetings and four meetings at 
executive level yearly. Largely 
through the efforts of Worshipful 
Brother Fields, the Association pub- 
lishes a quarterly newsletter, distrib- 
uted to each member. In recent years, 
several Lodges have enrolled each of 
their Past Masters in the Association 
and continue to pay the dues of each 
of them. 

On August 26, 1988, the Associ- 
ation held its Annual Ladies Night and 
Banquet at the Kenwood Country 
Club. It was well attended by Wor- 
shipful Brethren and their Ladies. The 
arrangements were made by R.W. 
Brother Charles S. Iversen, Senior 
Grand Warden, and President-Elect 
of the Association. As Master of 
Ceremonies, he welcomed the Grand 
Master; the Presiding Officer of each 
of the Masonic Bodies in D.C.; the 
Potentate of Almas Temple; and the 
S.G.I.G. of the Scottish Rite. Round- 
ing out this fun filled evening was a 
musical interlude that was enjoyed by 
all. We would like to think of this as 
an appropriate "kick-off" for the 
remainder of the Masonic Year. 

PAST GRAND MASTER 
GILLEY HONORED 

The Brethren of the 1963 Masters 
Association and the members of 
Justice-Columbia Lodge No. 3 have 
taken note of the 25th anniversary of 
the term of Most Worshipful Charles 
B. Gilley, Sr. as Grand Master of 
Masons of the District of Columbia. 
On August 21st, the Masters Associ- 
ation gathered at the Gilley home in 
Madison, Virginia to enjoy an after- 
noon of fellowship and a picnic 
retreat. 

This was followed, on October 3rd, 
with a buffet dinner at the Hotel 
Washington, sponsored by Justice- 
Columbia Lodge. Present for the 
occasion, in addition to Lodge 
members, were the Grand Master, 
most of the Grand Lodge Officers, and 
a goodly number of Past Grand 
Masters. 

Highlights of the evening were the 
remarks of the Grand Master and the 
incisive observatbns of Most Wor- 
shipful Brother Gilley, a keen follower 
of the Masonic art. 

MASONIC SERVICE 
ASSOCIATION: TAPE 
OF TALK BY JUDGE 
DAVID B. SENTELLE 
The M.S.A. of the United States 

is very pleased and proud to announce 
the availability of a new tape of a talk 
by Judge David B. Sentelle concerning 
his confirmation hearings as a Judge 
to the U.S. Circuit of Appeals. There 
is an introduction on this tape by 
Senator Strom Thurmond who as 
most supportive of Judge Sentelle. 
The tape runs for 38 minutes and is 
appropriate for any audience. The cost 
of the tape is $24.95 to purchase which 
includes postage and handling. It also 
rents for a fee of $10.00. Those 
interested should contact the Masonic 
Service Association, 8120 Fenton 
Street, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
(Phone: 301-588-4010). 

RECEPTION HONORING 
P.G.M. MARVIN E. 

FOWLER 
A banquet reception honoring 

P.G.M. Marvin E. Fowler, Most 
Eminent Grand Master, Grand 
Encampment of Knights Templar, 
1988-1991, will be held on November 
26, 1988 at the Country Club of 
Fairfax. A fellowship hour is sche- 
duled for 6:00 P.M., dinner at 7:00 
P.M., and a reception after dinner. 
Tickets for the banquet, at $27.50 per 
person, may be obtained from J. 
Milton McDonald, 1101 S. Arlington 
Ridge Road, #8 15, Arlington, Virginia 
22202. 

FIRST MASONIC 
COMPUTER BULLETIN 

BOARD 
Kena Shrine Temple in Fairfax, 

Virginia has just inaugurated the 
country's first Masonic computer 
bulletin board. The board will be 
accessible to anyone with a home 
computer and facilities for telephone 
connections through a modem. The 
bulletin board will post the calendar 
for the Kena Shrine Temple, the 
Masonic lodges of northern Virginia, 
the activities of the D.C. Masonic 
community and hopefully the activ- 
ities of the local ~ a r y l a n d -  
community. 

The instant accqs  to events, 
calendars and general Masonic infor- 
mation are sure to spur new interest 
in Masonic lore and stimulate activ- ' 
ities among the Brethren. For the - 

general public there are introductory 
articles on almost every aspect of 
Freemasogy. For the brethren there 
are special bulletin boards where 
messages and electronic mail may be 
exchanged. The board is called 
"HIRAM'S OASIS" and its special 
switchboard number is (703) 938- 
4990. When you call by computer you 
will have to log on; so just follow 
directions and answer all questions. 

The system operator is Brother 
Preston Burner. He may be reached 
at (703) 938-8999 or you may write 
to him at 2500 Flint Hill Road; 
Vienna, Virginia 22180. 



ELLIS ISLAND 
FOUNDATION 

The Masonic fraternity was very 
active and supportive of the Statue of 
Liberty restoration project. A great 
deal of time and money was contrib- 
uted by Grand Lodges and by indi- 
vidual members in our fraternity. The 
second part of that project, dedicated 
to the restoration-preservation of Ellis 
Island, is now underway. 

The Masonic fraternity as a united 
group is not active in this project. But 
individual Masons do look with 
interest on this undertaking. They are 
particularly interested in what has 
been titled The American Immigrant 
Wall of Honor, which affords the 
opportunity for the permanent exhibit 
of family names at Ellis Island. 

What is the American Immigrant Wall 
of Honor? 

It is a permanent exhibit of indi- 
vidual or family names featured at 
Ellis Island in New York Harbor. It 
is the only place in the country where 
an ordinary individual can honor his 
or her family's heritage at a national 
monument. 

Where is it? 

The American Immigrant Wall of 
Honor will have a prominent place in 
the new museum currently under 
construction in the Main Building at 
Ellis. The Wall is located in a specially 
designated room which leads to the 
Great Hall on the museum's second 
floor. 

How can one place a name on the wall? 

Designate a name and send it along 
with your gift of $100 or more. For 
a contribution of $1,000, the name will 
be displayed on a special plaque of 
Ellis Island Leaders; for $5,000, the 
plaque of Ellis Island Benefactors; for 
$10,000 the plaque of Ellis Island 
Patrons. 

When can one register a name on the 
wall? 

Immediately, by sending gifts 
along with information indicating the 
name of the individual or family name 
you would like to appear on the Wall 
of Honor. 

How will one know that the name has 
been registered? 

You will receive an 8%" 11" 
certificate, suitable for framing, that 
displays the name you have chosen to 
honor. 

May one place more than one name 
on the wall? 

Yes! You may elect to honor your 
family name, the name of an ancestor, 
relative or even yourself. Fill out a 
separate application for each name. 
And remember, there is a minimum 
gift of $100 for each name registered. 

How are contributions used? 

Tax-deductible contributions will 
be used to complete the restoration 
of the Main Building on the northern 
half of Ellis Island and for the 
establishment of the museum. The 
sourthern half of Ellis Island, being 
privately developed, is not part of the 
Foundation's restoration project. 

If you have further questions, drop 
a note to: 

Ellis Campaign 
The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 

Foundation, Inc. 
52 Vanderbilt Avenue 
New York, NY 10017-3808 

BEN FRANKLIN AND 
THE COSTLY SERMON 

The Rev. George Whitefield 
preached to vast audiences, and in the 
midst-18th century led revivalist 
religion in the Colonies. Although 
Franklin more than once lampooned 
the dry sermons of certain of the 
clergy, he attended one of Whitefield's 
preachments. Ben relates that he went, 
resolved to make no contribution to 
the collection receptacle at the end of 
the harangue. 

"I had in my pockets," he says, "a 
handful of coppers three or four silver 
dollars, and five pistoles in gold. As 
he preached I began to relent and 
thought to give him the copper. More 
of his oratory determined me to give 
the silver; and he finished with such 
a flourish that I emptied my pockets 
wholly into the collector's dish, gold 
and all." 

DEMOLAY 
FOUNDATION 

The Nation's Capital DeMolay 
Foundation has announced that its 
growth continues, although contribu- 
tions slowed somewhat during the 
summer months. Officers also 
announce that an appeal will be 
mailed shortly to ask those who can 
to contribute to this most worthy and 
tax-exempt cause. 

It is always nice to know how our 
charitable dollars are spent. Thus far 
in 1988, the Foundation has contrib- 
uted to defray DeMolay printing 
expenses; has sent the Jurisdictional 
Master Councilor and his Deputy to 
Congressional Sessions; has sup- 
ported the Grand Lodge Banquet; has 
financed the DeMolay Ritual week- 
end and Ritual Tournament; made a 
donation to the National Children's 
Center; and promoted a complete 
DeMolay sports program. 

Your contribution to the Nation's 
Capital DeMolay Foundation Incor- 
porated, is used to develop young 
men. Thus, the dollars you give could 
be the most valuable you ever spent! 
Every dime received as a return on 
our endowment is used for the pur- 
poses of DeMolay. Nothing is spent 
for administration, and even the 
postage on your acknowledgement is 
donated! Support our  youth by 
sending your check to the DeMolay 
Foundation at 3055 V Street, N.E., 
Washington, D.C. 20018. 

The two men became good friends, 
and Whitefield more than once stayed 
at Franklin's house. Indeed, Franklin 
printed Whitefield's sermons and 
journals. But the latter's efforts at 
conversion of his host were unre- 
warded. Franklin insisted his religion 
was that of a deist, not an atheist, and 
declared the difference was that 
between chalk and charcoal. Despite 
their divergent views, these two 
remarkable men never clashed to the 
point of breaching their friendship. 



MASONIC BOARD OF 
RELIEF, D.C.; 

ONE IN THE CHAIN 

In 1885 an informal meeting was 
held in Baltimore, Maryland by some 
fifteen or twenty Masons from various 
places throughout the United States. 
The beginning of a plan to serve our 
fellow Masons was organized. Several 
committees were appointed and were 
asked to report back at a meeting held 
the following year in St. Louis, 
Missouri. From this small meeting, 
one hundred and three years ago, the 
Masonic Relief Association of the 
United States and Canada was born. 
The name adopted at that time, 
however, was the "General Masonic 
Relief Association of the U.S. and 
Canada." At the second meeting held 
on November 17, 1886 at St. Louis, 
Missouri, the organization's by-laws 
were approved. At the same time, a 
general plan was adopted to centralize 
activities for the relief of worthy 
Masons and to eliminate aid to frauds 
and imposters through the publication 
of a Warning Circular. It is interesting 
to note that the name of the Asso- 
ciation was changed at the 1897 
convention in Baltimore, Maryland, 
the birthplace of the Association. The 
Masonic Relief Association of the 
United States and Canada consists of 
one hundred seventy-five boards and 
agencies with fourteen thousand 
members; each dedicated and pre- 
pared to willingly serve Freemasonry. 

The Masonic Board of Relief of 
the District of Columbia was organ- 
ized on January 29,1879 as an adjunct 
for charitable work to the Grand 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, 
of the District of Columbia. It was 
adopted at the Semi-annual Commun- 
ication of the Grand Lodge held May 
11, 1887. The present organization, 
constitution, and by-laws were 
adopted on August 10, 1887. William 
R. Singleton was the Grand Secretary. 

The Masonic Board of Relief of 
the District of Columbia is comprised 
of a president, vice-president, secre- 
tary, treasurer, and two delegates from 
each of the thirty-one lodges as 
required by the Grand Lodge. How- 
ever, some of the lodges elected only 
one delegate, and a few none. 

The aims and objectives of the 
Board are basically the same as those 
held in common with the other one 
hundred and seventy-four relief agen- 
cies. Its functions are: 

to provide a central service for aid 
and assistance to Masons, their 
wives, widows and orphans, in 
accordance to the landmarks of 
Masonry, and to the extent of our 
abilities and resoures. 

to evaluate the legitimate needs of 
distressed sojourning Masons and 
their families and provide ade- 
quate assistance. 

to visit the sick in hospitals and 
homes and advise their lodges of 
conditions and circumstances. 

to assist the Grand Lodge in filling 
out applications for admission to 
the Masonic and Eastern Star 
home. 

to make investigations for out-of- 
town lodges and for our lodges 
concerning their members away 
from the District of Columbia 
area. 

to try and locate missing persons 
who are residing in this area, when 
requested by this Grand Lodge. 

to dispense information and be of 
general assistance to all members 
of the Craft. 

And, through our affiliation with the 
Masonic Relief Association of the 
United States and Canada, we are a 
link in the chain of service stations 
to the Craft, international in scope and 
activities. 

The Secretary of the Masonic 
Board of Relief is on call twenty-four 
hours a day to help fellow members 
and their families who are sojourning 
away from the area of their Masonic 
membership. 

The true meaning of Masonic 
teaching is best understood when 
practiced day by day. The Masonic 
teaching is The Vine; Masonic Broth- 
erly Love and Selfless Service are The 
Fruit. The Masonic cause to live for 
is the Masonic Way; to give without 
remembering and to receive without 
forgetting. As one contemplates the 
aims, objectives, and activities of the 
Board of Relief, he may ask, "How 

can I help? How can I put into practice 
the Masonic Way?" Well, there are 
various ways a Mason can be an active 
participant in our relief programs. 
First, they must realize that the boards 
and bureaus are working for him. 
Each Mason who gives his moral 
support and financial aid, either 
through his lodge or individually, is 
helping. Also, one should be alert for 
any case that comes within the scope 
of the board's activities, and bring it 
to the board's attention. All Masons 
should seek through their relief boards 
the proper identification of any 
individual who may approach them 
with a request for fraternal assistance. 

As one can see, the combined 
efforts of all the lodges as centralized 
through the boards, bureaus, or 
service organizations, makes for a 
much wider and more effective service 
program than any one lodge could 
provide. Support your local board or 
agency. 

I F  WE DO NOT HELP NOW, 
THEN WHEN? I F  NOT HERE, 
THEN WHERE? I F  NOT OUR 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,  
THEN WHO? 

I BELIEVE IN AMERICA 

I believe in America. I believe it 
became great because of its faith in 
God, its hope for independence, and 
its love for freedom. 

I am grateful for America's glor- 
ious past; I am awed by its unbeliev- 
able present; I am confident of it 
limitless future. 

I am not ashamed to take my hat 
off and to stand at attention when Old 
Glory passes by. I do not apologize 
for the lump in my throat when I 
repeat the Pledge of Allegiance. 

I am not embarrassed by the tears 
in my eyes when I hear "The Star 
Spangled Banner." 

Like millions of Americans, I want 
a free choice, not a free handout. I 
prefer an opportunity to prove my 
abilities on the job rather than a 
license to  demonstrate my frustrations 
in the street. 

I am an old-fashioned American 
with a new-found determination to do  
my part to make democracy work. 

William Arthur Ward 



Future Grand Lodge home on MacArthur Boulevard 

Parade-ready D .C. Masons 



TAKE TIME TO RECALL 
COUNTY'S AMERICAN 

REVOLUTIONARY 
NAMESAKE 

By J. Kenneth Gibala 

The following is reprinted by permis- 
sion of The Harleysville Insurance 
Cos., Harleysville, Pa. 

A history quiz: Which military 
hero has counties in 16 states named 
after him? No, not Washington or 
Grant or Jackson. 

The correct answer is Montgo- 
mery. That's Major General Richard 
Montgomery, who played a vital role 
in key victories during the American 
Revolution. 

The 16 states with counties named 
after him include Maryland. Alabama 
named a city after him as well. 

Perhaps you don't remember 
much about Montgomery from your 
junior high social studies class? Then 
take a moment to learn about him in 
1988, the 250th anniversary of his 
birth. 

First taste of America 

An Irishman by birth, Montgo- 
mery came to America by way of the 
British army. He spent 16 years in the 
army, participating in the capture of 
Louisbourg on the island of Nova 
Scotia i n  1758. Later, he was with 
British troops occupying Lake 
Goerge, Crown Point  and Fort  
Ticonderoga. 

While in these parts, he partici- 
pated in many military campaigns that 
were of great benefit when he later 
assumed command of the Northern 
Department of George Washington's 
Continental Army. He would recat- 
pure those lands-this time for the 
Colonies. 

Montgomery returned to England 
in 1770 and resigned his commission. 
But the bug had bitten: He thought 
often of his experiences in America 
and believed it  offered limitless 
opportunities for a spirited man 
willing to work. In 1772 he returned 
to New York and bought a small farm 
in King's Bridge, just across the 
Harlem River from the northern tip 
of Manhattan. 

Fighting for the Colonies 

One week after Washington 
became commander-in-chief, Mont- 
gomery was appointed brigadier 
general and assigned to  secure areas 
north of New York City to Canada. 
Montgomery advised that the neck of 
the Hudson River near West Point 
should be secured, and he asked that 
fortifications be placed on the bluffs 
overlooking the river. 

Montgomery also conceived the 
idea to  impede warships at those 
narrows with a massive but control- 
lable chain stretching across the river. 
The chain was to have forged-iron 
links 40 inches in  diameter and 
weighing 90 pounds each. When 
raised, ships could not pass. When 
lowered, it rested on the river bed 
allowing the ships to pass. These plans 
were one of the items later provided 
the British by the infamous traitor 
Benedict Arnold. 

In  May 1775, Montgomery 
advanced to occupy Fort Ticonder- 
oga, just captured by Colonel Ethan 
Allen. By November, the combined 
forces of Allen and Montgomery 
captured Forts Chambly and St.  
John's, both strategically between 
British-held Montreal and the "war 
zone" at Boston. 

Montgomery proceeded to Mont- 
real the following month, and with 
prior knowledge of the area, success- 
fully captured the city. Our Congress 
was overjoyed for Montgomery was 
then in control of two-thirds of British 
Canada. 

Unfortunately, Montgomery had 
little chance to accomplish more. He 
was killed in a fierce battle for Quebec. 
But his actions in the area prevented 
British-Canadian troops from assist- 
ing the British in Boston. If they had, 
the Continental Army would have 
been surrounded, giving a much 
different ending to the war. 

Instead, in March 1776, the British 
in Boston were forced to evacuate. 
Finally, the British lost the war, and 
the United States was born. 

Remembering the hero 

Montgomery was given a hero's 
funeral, with a procession of several 
thousand people, headed by the vice 
president. A special monument, desig- 

nated by Congress in 1776, and with 
an inscription by Benjamin Franklin, 
pays tribute to Montgomery at his 
tomb at St. Paul's Chapel in Trinity 
churchyard, New York. 

In September 1776 Montgomery 
County in Maryland was named. It 
was the first county to be named for 
an  American and by an elected 
representative body. Soon, there 
would be 16 counties named after him. 

And rightly so. Without his brave 
deeds, we still might be British 
subjects. We might even have become 
a province of Canada. 

So this year, take time out to 
remember Richard Montgomery. TO 
study him is to learn of the great and 
wonderful beginnings of our country. 
And to learn of our beginnings might 
give us a better appreciation of who 
we are today. 

ABIFF, THE BUILDER 
Story Handed Down 

In the history of the Masonic 
degrees we are told that on the 
stoppage of the work in consequence 
of the passing of the chief architect 
of the temple, King Solomon 
assembled all the masters who were 
distinguished for their talents, and 
formed them into a lodge or council 
to supply the place of Hiram Abiff 
and conferred on them the privilege 
of entering the Sanctum Sanctorum 
on the portal of which had been 
engraved the letter "G"inc1osed within 
a blazing star. - - 

~ r o m  this period the plans and 
designs of the temple were placed at 
the disposal of the Lodge of 
Architects. 

King Solomon is said to have 
found the degree of grand architect 
for their instruction and for the 
purpose of animating them with the 
desire of arriving at perfection in the 
royal art. 

The Ghiblim, or stone-squarers, 
polishers, and sculptors, says Dr. 
Oliver, the 19th century English 
Masonic authority, were the Diony- 
siacs, a society of architects of Tyre, 
known for many magnificent edifices 
in Asia Minor, before the temple of 
Solomon was projected. 

Continued on pg. I0 
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ABIFF The Builder, Continued 
Chief Architect of Temple 

They were the Masters and 
Wardens of the lodges of Masons 
during the erection of the famous 
edifice; to them was instrusted the 
execution of those works of art and 
genius which were projected by the 
chief architect, Hiram Abiff; they 
maintained order and regularity 
throughout the vast number of infe- 
rior workmen and laborers. 

There was in Egypt a body of 
builders known as the Hiero Lacomi 
or sacred builders and the tradition 
runs that they migrated along the 
shores of the Mediterranean, eventu- 
ally settling in Tyre, and they would 
naturally bring with them much of the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, particularly 
in  the arts of building and 
architecture. 

Lived in Tenth Century 

Tyre thus became a center of 
learning and civilization, and a most 
likely place for Solomon to turn when 
in need of skilled workmen and 
artifices for the building of the temple. 

Hiram Abiff lived toward the end 
of the tenth century, B.C., at which 
time, and many centuries later, in the 
time of Tutmes I11 (about 1600 B.C.) 
Hiram's countrymen were renowned 
for the production of works or art. 

Dr. Anderson, in his "Book of 
Constitutions," issued in 1738, says: 
"Solomon had laborers of his own; 

but was much obliged to Hiram, King 
of Tyre, for many of the Ghiblim and 
Bonai, who lent him his best artists 
and sent him the firs and cedars of 
Lebanon; but above all, he sent his 
namasake, Hiram Abiff, who, in 
Solomon's absence, filled the chair as 
deputy grand master and in his 
presence was the senior grand warden 
or principal surveyor and master of 
work." 

Solomon and Hiram 
Some continental brethren hold 

that the art and mystery of the 
Masonic Order was first introduced 
at the building of the Tower of Babel; 
thence handed down by Euclid, who 
communicated it to  Hiram Abiff 
under whom, at the building of the 
temple of Solomon, was an expert 
architect named Mannan Graecus, 
who according to  legendary lore, 
introduced it into England. 

Tatian in his "Book Against the 
Greeks," relates that among the 
Phoenicians flourished three ancient 
historians, Theodotus, Hysicrates and 
Mochus, who all of them delivered in 
their histories an account of the league 
and friendship between Solomon and 
Hiram; when Hiram gave his daughter 
to Solomon, and furnished him with 
timber for the building of the temple. 
The same is affirmed by Menander of 
Pergamus. This Hiram, of course was 
the King of Tyre. 

Reprinted from the Masonic World, 
May 1952. 

Non-Profit Org. 
US. Postage 

Permit No. 559 
Washington, D.C. 

How Dusty Is Your Trowel? 

When you were made a Mason 
The Master gave t o  you 

A silver trowel to work with 
For you had work to do. 

T o  cement the bonds of friendship 
And smooth a troubled way 

To build a house of kindness 
To live in every day. 

T o  help a fallen brother 
Admonish him with care 

To  pat him firmly on the back 
And help him do his share. 

Now, my Brother, where's your trowel? 
Has it been stashed away? 

To gather dust from lack of use? 
Save for another day? 

Remember now the lessons taught, 
From these we must not shirk 

So  knowk the dust from off your trowel 
Ane put it back to work! 

By Robert W. Klaiber, PM 
Rio Linda Lodge No. 786 

California (CC R.J. T.) 


