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the states, territories and districts
participating in World War 11
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THE WORLD WAR 11 MEMORIAL

Here in the presence of Washington and Lincoln, one the eighteenth century Father and the other the

nineteenth century preserver of our nation, we honor those twentieth century Americans who took up the
struggle during the Second World War and made sacrifices to perpetuate the gift our forefathers entrusted

to us: a nation conceived in liberty and justice. (Inscription on announcement stone at the memorial)
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THE WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL

he World War 11 Memorial honors the 16 million who served in the armed

forces of the U.S., the more than 400,000 who died, and all who supported the
war effort from home. Symbolic of the defining event of the 20th Century, the
memorial is a monument to the spirit, sacrifice, and commitment of the American

people.

The memorial opened to the public on April 29, 2004 and was dedicated one
month later on May 29. It is located on 17th Street, between Constitution and
Independence Avenues, and is flanked by the Washington Monument to the east and
the Lincoln Memorial to the west. The memorial is open to visitors 24 hours a day,

seven days a week.

Integral to the Memorial are columns dedicated in honor of the states, territories
and districts of the United States that provided the men and women who served in

this great cause.
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Grand Master’'s Message

Grand Master’s Message

Brethren:

reemasonry is alive and well in the District of

Columbia!" We knew that and since the comple-
tion of this year's Conference of Grand Masters, so
does the rest of the Masonic world. A report in this
issue of the VOICE OF FREEMASONRY will explain
why | can make that statement.

A major highlight of Masonic year 2004 for me was
the laying of a wreath at the Omaha Beach cemetery,
in Normandy, when several Grand Lodge officers
joined me to commemorate the 60" Anniversary of D-
day. Be sure that you read the article on that subject.
Also, please take note of the announcement in this
issue of the launching of the Octagon Project, a major
public relations and educational effort of this Grand
Lodge.

In this issue we continue to emphasize the history of
our Grand Jurisdiction. In it you will find articles on
the “DNA” of our Grand Lodge, John Philip Sousa, a
member of Hiram (Takoma) Lodge No. 10, and an
article about our Grand Lodge and the VA Hospital
Visitation program. Of particular note is a photo
spread of former D.C. Lodge Halls around the city.
Our next issue will include details about a large,
impressive D.C. Masonic complex that was once
planned for construction on the present site of the

Washington Hilton Hotel.

| must express my appreciation to everyone involved
in publishing the VOICE. You might notice that this
issue presents the work of more writers than usual. |
find that very encouraging. Just for fun, take a look at
the inside back cover. Can you do better? | certain-
ly hope so.

The annual Grand Visitation season is almost upon
us, with the first visitation scheduled for Monday,
September 27". This year | will be attempting to make
the visitations more interesting for everyone. To that
end | request Worshipful Masters, when called upon
to speak, to NOT give an event-by-event replication of
their Annual Report. Instead | ask that they make a

short, three-minute general
report about their Lodge and its
Using the Worshipful

Master’s written Report as a refer-

vision.

ence, | will, in my remarks, evalu-
ate the activities for the year with-
in each Lodge.

On Saturday, October 16, a cele-
bration of the long Masonic
career of Most Worshipful Brother
Stewart Wilson Miner, will be held
at Almas Temple. A committee
appointed by me, and chaired by
MWB Robert F. Drechsler, has worked long and hard
planning a suitable tribute to our retiring Grand

Secretary.

In closing, | must tell you how much | am enjoying the
singular honor of serving as your Grand Master. It has
been a joy, a pleasure and an honor that | am not
looking forward to relinquishing.

Fraternally,

Loty

Gordon Lee Ferguson
Grand Master

e M.W. Brother Gordon L. Ferguson

The Voice of Freemasonry
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Avre the Times Out of Joint?

I n his book entitled, Change of Habit — the Challenge
of our Time, published in 1966, Arnold J. Toynbee
commented at length on the mainsprings of civilization.
Among his observations therein is one concerning the
nature of people whose concern about the destiny of the
human race, which he declared, is not always a subject
that looms large on their minds. “When life seems satis-
factory and secure,” he stated, “ most people apparent-
ly are not moved to peer into the future farther ahead than
is required for present practical purposes.” He also said
that as a rule “ people feel acute concern about the
future, beyond the horizon of the present, only when
times are out of joint and when the prospect looks men-
acing.” Noting that people were then living in a period of
unusual stress and anxiety, Toynbee peered into the
future and asked “What awaits us?” That question,
posed so long ago, is as yet unanswered.

The concerns that Toynbee addressed in Change of Habit
reflected his fixation on the tenor of life in the mid-60's, a
time when the great powers of the world were involved in
wars, hot or cold, and when many, if not most of the mass-
es living in a multiplicity of third-world countries were
struggling to maintain a marginal level of existence. The

Stewart W. Miner

expressed concerns of Toynbee in this assessment of
current affairs also reflected points of view that had
evolved out of his life-long study of the genesis, growth,
and disintegration of 26 major civilizations in world histo-
ry. The ultimate failure of all but one of these civilizations
was mostly attributable, he maintained, to the inability of
their leaders to respond quickly and appropriately to the
moral and religious challenges they faced.

While Toynbee's indictment was admittedly voiced in the
yesterday of time, his words seem as applicable today as
they were then. Political dissatisfaction around the globe
is currently widespread and growing, and long-standing
moral and religious values, regardless of time, place, or
culture, are now under increasingly hostile scrutiny.
Indeed, we live in a world in which secular and spiritual
interests unavoidably figure prominently in the minds of
those who seek to influence an evolving world order. At
such a time, when the global community seems to be
decidedly “out of joint,” there is an urgent need to revis-
it Toynbee’s basic question, “What awaits us?” That his-
tory will record our response is a certainty; moreover,
global peace and tranquillity will just as certainly lie in
the balance.
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D.C. Masons Receive Scottish Rite Honors

wo distinguished D.C. Masons, M.\W. Gordon Lee

Ferguson and Brother Andre Gaston Salmon, Past
Master of LaFrance Lodge No, 93, received the 33rd
degree in a special conferral at the House of the Temple
on May 6, 2004. Both had been scheduled to receive this
honor previously, on October 7, 2003, during the Biennial
Session of the Supreme Council, but unfortunately neither
was able to be present at that time.

The special conferral was effected by the lllustrious
Walter Downs, Secretary of the Scottish Rite Bodies in
Alexandria, Virginia, in the presence of a large gathering
of Supreme Council officers and officers of the Grand
Lodge of the District of Columbia. Following the ceremo-
ny both recipients were afforded the opportunity to

express their appreciation for the honor conferred and
both resolved to continue to participate in the work of
Scottish Rite Masonry.

e D.C. Masons present to witness the conferral of the 33rd Degree on
Brother Andre Salmon (front, second left) and Gordon Lee
Ferguson (front, fourth left).



A Tribute and Celebration

A Tovtite and Coltetvalion

to honor the Retiring
Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge, F.A.A.M., of the
District of Columbia,
Stewart Miner
and his wife Gertrude

Saturday, October 16, 2004
Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C.
Reception 6:30 pm
Dinner 7:30 pm
(Surf & Turf)

Tickets: $50.00 per person
Tables: $400.00 per table of eight (assigned tables)

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of DC-Tribute
5428 MacArthur Blvd., NW
Washington, D.C. 20016
For more information: (202) 686-1811
Dress: Men — Black tie
Ladies — Cocktail Dress

In lieu of personal gifts, donations in honor of Stewart and Gertrude may be
made to the Masonic Foundation of D.C., Scholarship Program, 5428
MacArthur Blvd., NW, Washington, DC 20016-2524 or the Masonic Home of
Virginia, 4101 Nine Mile Road, Richmond, VA 23223-4916.

Parking: In the One Franklin Square garage on 13th street, N.W., between L and K Streets. There
is an entrance from the garage to the Shrine Center. Parking fee is $2.50 on exit with your ticket
stamped by the Shrine Center.

The Voice of Freemasonry
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Freemasonry, and playing

the “Glass Bead Game”

Over the years, | have encountered a number of men
who | consider “Freemasons without Portfolio:” men
who do not choose to join the fraternity, but demonstrate
qualities that would distinguish them as excellent workers
in the Temple if they did. One perennial nominee for this
distinction is a man whose literary opus speaks to the
adventure of Lodge life and its challenges, and (I would
argue) suggests a noble purpose for Masons in general,
and this Grand Lodge in particular.

German-Swiss author Herman Hesse was born in Calw,
Germany in 1879, where he lived until he moved (some
would say “fled”) to Switzerland in 1912. His early writ-
ings had been a literary collage of derivative, uninspired
romances, and a couple of novels born of a young man’s
rebellion against a repressive upbringing. As the Great
War dawned, the pressures and frustrations of the
attempt to reconcile his own pacifism with the European
crisis led him to psychoanalysis by a disciple of Carl
Jung. The influence of Jungian theory and a strong dose
of eastern mysticism with a Nietzschean garnish gave his
subsequent series of novels a unique voice that has
been the delight of critics to the present day. Cult icons
of the 1950's, such as Siddhartha (1922) and
Steppenwolf (1927), are the most widely read, but for
your Masonic consideration | would recommend his last
novel, das Glasperlenspiel [trans. “The Glass Bead
Game”] (1945), for which he received the Pulitzer prize
for literature. In many respects, the concept of the
“Game” is a parfit model of the manner in which we
define and “work” freemasonry, through contemplation of
the ritual and its implications for profane life and for our
understanding of the universe. Similarly, the travails of
Hesse’s hero, Magister Ludi [trans. “master of the light”]
Joseph Knecht, correspond to a challenge that we of the
Craft often ignore, or fail to meet.

The setting of the novel is the fantasy province of
“Castalia,” an idealized region set apart from a country
(probably Germany) of the near future, which is dedicat-
ed to the pursuit of scholarship and the language of
ideas. lts residents live a monastic life, dedicated to the

Joseph S. Crociata

development and sharing of their intellectual interests.
Knecht is sent to Castalia as a young boy, and rises to
become the “Magister Ludi,” the province’s chief citizen
and quasi-high priest. While an adept in numerous
scholastic traditions and schools of thought, his role as
Magister places him in charge of The Glass Bead Game,
an intellectual exercise that requires the player to con-
struct intricate Games that explore the relationship
among the various disciplines, and harmonize them in a
celebration of the breadth of human knowledge.

The Game itself was originally played with actual glass
beads. In Castalia, the beads were gradually replaced by
the symbols of a secret, calligraphic language represent-
ing the knowledge of mankind. As described by Hesse:

“These rules, the sign language and grammar of the
Game, constitute a kind of highly developed secret lan-
guage drawing upon several sciences and arts, but
especially mathematics and music (and/or musicology),
and capable of expressing and establishing interrelation-
ships between the content and conclusions of nearly all
scholarly disciplines. The Glass Bead Game is thus a
mode of playing with the total contents and values of our
culture, it plays with them as, say, in the great age of the
arts a painter might have played with the colors on his
palette. All the insights, noble thoughts, and works of art
that the human race has produced in its creative eras, all
that subsequent periods of scholarly study have reduced
fo concepts and converted into intellectual property —
on all this immense body of intellectual values the Glass
Bead Game player plays like the organist on the organ.”

While Hesse tantalizes us with a suggestion of what the
Game might be, he never actually presents an example
of a Game (understandably, since its construction would
probably require far more work than the production of the
novel itself). He does give a vague description of the first
game cast by Knecht, as Magister:

‘Knecht had been nurturing an idea for a Glass
Bead Game which he now decided to use for his first cer-
emonial Game as Magister. The pretty idea was to base

Continues on page 11



The Octagon Project

Charter Abrogation

ust as the chartering of a new lodge is a cause of

jubilation, the revocation of a charter is a cause of
fraternal consternation. So it is that the Grand Lodge
has been saddened by the evolvement of issues
which made it impossible for George C. Marshall
Lodge No. 55 to remain a viable Lodge within the
Grand Lodge family in this jurisdiction.

At the Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge the Grand Master reported on his efforts, and
those of his predecessor, to create order out of disor-
der and to reestablish peace and harmony in this trou-
bled lodge. Having failed to do so he reluctantly rec-
ommended the abrogation of the charter of George C.
Marshall Lodge No. 55, effective as of April 14, 2004.

The Grand Lodge somberly concurred with the rec-
ommendation of the Grand Master and the charter
was unanimously abrogated. Subsequently the Grand
Secretary was instructed to implement actions that
would assure that all members of this lodge, as well as
candidates for the degrees therein, would have an
opportunity to maintain their Masonic associations.

In another action the Grand Master decreed that
the Worshipful Master of record, Harold W. Snider, by
virtue of his service in the chair, shall henceforth be
recognized as a Past Master of George C. Marshall
Lodge No. 55.

PHOTO CREDITS
®

In this issue several brethren are due recognition for
their photographic contributions. As always, our
Grand Lodge Photographer, Brother William D.
Means, is responsible for the majority of the photos
presented. In addition credit is due to the Grand
Master, whose photo file proved to be a graphics
treasure house; to Akram Elias, Senior Grand
Deacon, for his photo record of the Normandy visi-
tation; to Samuel T. Atkinson, for his photo record
of activities at the Conference of Grand Masters; to
Todd Duehring for his photo of Sousa’s grave; and to
PGM Robert Drechsler for his collection of photos of
Masonic Landmarks in the District of Columbia.

The Octagon Project

he Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia and the

Masonic Foundation of D.C. have agreed to co-
sponsor the production and exhibition of 20-25 original
paintings which will record Masonic events and Masonic
sites that are of significance to the history of our Nation’s
Capital. Also supporting this project, which focuses on
the symbols, secrets, and history of Freemasonry in the
District of Columbia, are the Supreme Council, Southern
Jurisdiction, A.A.S.R.; the Scottish Rite Bodies of the
Valley of Washington, D.C.; a number of lodges subordi-
nate to the Grand Lodge of D.C., and individual mem-
bers of the Masonic fraternity. The total cost of the proj-
ect, as planned, is $113,188.00.

The paintings that are to be produced will be rendered
by Peter Waddell, who specializes in the depiction of his-
torical subjects. Advising him in his work will be a com-
mittee of professionals associated with the American
Architectural Foundation, the Octagon Museum, and a
committee appointed by the Grand Master to represent
the Grand Lodge of D.C. . That committee, already
appointed and at work, is comprised of MWBs Robert
Drechsler and Jerold J. Samet; RWBs Len Proden, Paul
Bessel, Akram Elias, and Paul Gleason; and WB Paul
Dolinsky, Past Master of Federal Lodge No. 1.

It is anticipated that the paintings will be completed in
time for display at the Octagon House starting in the
month of May 2005. It is anticipated that they will remain
on exhibit at that location until mid-November. In order to
make their showing meaningful to Masons and non-
Masons, alike, it is planned to produce an explanatory
brochure and an educational guide for children.
Furthermore, a wide variety of other programs, including
lectures, walking tours, and musical presentations is
being planned for the exhibit period. Following the clos-
ing of the exhibit, the paintings will be available for
Masonic display elsewhere.

Individuals wishing to participate in this project are
advised that they may make tax-deductible contributions
payable to the Masonic Foundation of D.C., 5428
MacArthur Blvd., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20016.
Participants are urged to indicate on their checks that
their contributions are being made in support of the
Octagon Project.

The Voice of Freemasonry
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Grand Lodge of D.C. Hosts

uring February 14 - 18 of this year, the Grand

Lodge of the District of Columbia had the honor of
playing host to more than six hundred Masonic leaders
and their ladies from around the world at the 2004
Conference of Grand Masters of North America, held at
the Omni Shoreham Hotel. Their presence here was the
result of a four-year effort that began in February 2000,
when then Senior Grand Deacon Lee Ferguson traveled
to the 2000 Conference of Grand Masters in Savannah,
Georgia, and made a successful “sales pitch” for our
Grand Lodge to host the Conference in 2004. With the
contributions of time and effort by dozens of D.C.
Masons and their ladies, the 2004 Conference was
hailed by many as one that set a new standard for
Conference Hosts.

o Stuffing the “Welcome Packets.”

e First Lady Shirley and assistants “at refreshment.”
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2004 Conference of

What did we do to earn this praise and respect? First,
and foremost, we took care of our guests from the time of
arrival until the time of departure. We had greeters at the
airport who directed the new arrivals to buses provided
to transport them to the Omni Shoreham Hotel. After
stopping at the Conference Registration Counter, the
their next stop was the Grand Lodge of D.C. Welcome
Counter where they were welcomed by the Grand Master
or other Grand Lodge Officers, and served by a
Welcome Counter crew
who presented them with
a Welcome Packet.
Besides a “Greeting”
from the Grand Master,
tickets to various activi-
ties, and brochures, the
packet included impor-
tant “what, when, and
where” information on
our activities.  Lastly,
each registered Mason
received a gift from the
Grand Master in form of
a glass mug embossed
with a map of the world,
the Grand Lodge name

e Assembled Grand Masters in conference.

and the 2004 slogan,
“Building A Better World.” Our Welcome Counter was
manned throughout the Conference to provide assis-
tance and advice to our guests.

Conference activities began on the highest possible
note when 500 hundred people enjoyed a gala event
organized by Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15 for the
celebration of their 150" Anniversary. Held at the
Ronald Reagan Building, it was a first class affair that
began with excellent food and drink, followed by enter-
tainment by the “Capital Chamber Orchestra,” made up
by members of the National Symphony Orchestra and
the Washington Opera.

Other highlights of the Conference included Grand



Grand Masters

2004 Conference of Grand Masters

..q-

Master Ferguson’s words of welcome at the official
opening of the Conference, followed by presentation of
“George Washington Replica Gavels” to the Conference
Chairman, MWB Carl Fitje, Grand Master of New York,
and to the Conference Executive Secretary Treasurer,
Glenn Means, a Past Grand Master from Missouri. The
following day, Grand Master Ferguson presented two of
the remaining three “White House Stones” to the Grand
Master’s of the two Grand Lodges - Alaska and Hawalii -
Grand Lodges which did
not exist in the 1950s
when the other stones
were originally  distrib-
uted by our Grand Lodge.
The last stone remains in
the possession of our
Grand Lodge. For more
information about the
“White House Stones,”
see the article on them in
the Volume 21, Number 1
issue of the VOICE pub-
lished earlier this year.

On the evening of the 157,
Grand Master Ferguson

hosted a private dinner at
the Columbia Country Club for our international guests,
the Grand Masters of Virginia and Maryland, the
Conference Executive Secretary Treasurer, D.C. Grand
Lodge Officers and Past Grand Masters who were tak-
ing a part in the Conference, and their ladies. Our
Grand Lodge also hosted a reception the following
evening, prior to the Grand Secretarys’ Banquet.

Breakout Sessions were held throughout the Conference
during which MWBs George Adams, PGM, and Robert
Heyat, PGM, conducted a presentation on “Chartering
New Lodges.” In addition, RWB Paul Bessel, JGW, con-
ducted a presentation titled “Alternate Proficiencies,”
while RWB Akram Elias, SGD gave his “famous” presen-
tation on Masonic Symbolism in Washington, DC. All of

Samugl T. Atkinson

our presentations were well received.

The ladies were not ignored. They enjoyed two excellent
outings organized and hosted by First Lady Shirley
Ferguson, who, it should be noted, had only been
“exposed” to the Masonic environment for less than

A8 5 F o
e Grand Master greets guests at gala sponsored by Benjamin B.
French Lodge No.15

e Welcome Counter Crew at work.

three years. On the first day, buses took the ladies to the
Air & Space Museum where a speaker gave a presenta-
tion on “Women in Aviation.” This was followed by a pri-
vate showing in the IMAX Theatre. After touring the
museum, the ladies enjoyed lunch at Phillip’s Seafood
Restaurant and then returned to the hotel. On the sec-
ond day, the ladies were picked up by Tour Trolleys and
were free to get on and off at any of the stops along the
tour route.

The Voice of Freemasonry

9



2004 Conference of Grand Masters

The Conference came to a
smashing close on the evening of :
the 16t with a banquet, followed
by an uplifting performance by
the YOUNG COLUMBIANS, a
large, teenage vocal perform-
ance group who had everyone on
their feet at the end.

Our volunteers were back to
work the next morning, packing
up our left over materials and
supplies, and helping our
departing guests load their lug-
gage on the buses provided to
get them to the airport.

i‘li

e Dean Clatterbuck guards the George Wasigly (JiNCEUCIA

The Grand Master, MWB Lee Ferguson, has extended
his heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all who con-

tributed to the success of our hosting effort. Among * Grand
those so distinguished are George Adams, Kwame an/id/,i/s'rt;tr
Acquaah, Sam and Helen Atkinson, Norman Barshai and Lady at

Bonnie, Richard Bautista, Grant Berning, Ted and Quinn
Berry, Paul Bessel, Jerry Carter, Dean Clatterbuck,
Gerardo Conteras, Gary Cooper, Dan Critchfield, Joe
and Susan Crociata, Mike Dixon, Todd Duehring, Akram
and Lou Elias, Shirley Ferguson, Teko Foley, Dan
Frederick (posthumously), Marshall Gevinson, Tom
Goeller, Bill Greschel, Mansour Hatefi, Robert Heyat,
Teko Foley, Robert Huseman, Ken Insley, Neal Jarvis,
Joel and Annie Kahn, Denise Mann, Bill Means, Gerhard
Meinzer, Stewart Miner, George Nicol, Len Proden and
Barbara Proden, Bilal Rashid, Soren von Rochow-
Leuschner, Carlos Rodriguez, Tommy Russo, Jerry
Samet, George Seghers, Carsten
Ove Schlutter, Al and Mary Smith,
Robert and Vickie Starr, George
Stoklas, John Vergalla, Jesse
Villarreal, and Roman Volsky.

gala.

If you were left off the list, above
please accept the Grand
Master's apology and let him
know so that an addendum can
be placed in the next issue of the
VOICE.

The Voice of Freemasonry
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Freemasonry, and playing the “Glass Bead Game”

Continues from page 6

the structure and dimensions of the Game on the ancient
ritual Confucian pattern for the building of a Chinese
house: orientation by the points of the compass, the
gates, the spirit wall, the relationships and functions of
buildings and courtyards, their co-ordination with the
constellations, the calendar and family life, and the sym-
bolism and stylistic principles of the garden. Long ago,
in studying a commentary on the | Ching, he had thought
the mythic order and significance of these rules made an
unusually appealing and charming symbol of the cosmos
and of man’s place in the universe...”

The correlation between the Game and our ritual, while
indirect, is evident in the common use of symbols as a
means to illustrate important truths. Indeed, Hesse’s
description of the origins of the Game appears to have
been written with our own Royal Art in mind. To the over-
stated claims of eighteenth century Masonic historians
(some of whom claimed Moses, Noah, or even Adam as
the first Mason) Hesse’s description of the relationship
between the Game and the honorable traditions of civi-
lization presents an attractive alternative:

“Although we recognize the idea of the Game as

eternally present, and therefore existent in vague stirrings
long before it became a reality, its realization in the form
we know it nevertheless has its specific history.
How far back the historian wishes to place the origins
and antecedents of the Glass Bead Game is, ultimately,
a matter of his personal choice. For like every great idea
it has no real beginning, rather, it has always been, at
least the idea of it. We find it foreshadowed, as a dim
anticipation and hope, in a good many earlier ages.
There are hints of it in Pythagoras, for example, and then
among Hellenistic Gnostic circles in the late period of
classical civilization. We find it equally among the ancient
Chinese, then again at the several pinnacles of Arabic-
Moorish culture; and the path of its prehistory leads on
through Scholasticism and Humanism to the academies
of mathematicians of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and on to the Romantic philosophies and the
runes of Novalis’ hallucinatory visions.

This same eternal idea, which for us has been embodied
in the Glass Bead Game, has underlain every movement
of Mind toward the ideal goal of a Universitatis Litterarum,
every Platonic Academy, every league of an intellectual
elite, every rapprochement between the exact and the
more liberal disciplines, every effort toward reconciliation
between science and art or science and religion.”

Hesse's concept tracks an equally honorable but more
accurate approach to Masonic history. When considering
the philosophical underpinnings of our founders, is the
Mystic Art any less related to the mysteries of Alexandria,
to the wisdom of the Hebrews, to the skills of the Roman
Artificers, to the Rosicrucian’s rediscovery of the knowl-
edge of the ancients, and to the arts and sciences
applied by operative Masons in constructing the great
cathedrals of Europe? Is our quest to grasp and apply the
maxims of the varied disciplines to which we direct the
attention of our Fellowcrafts as a sacred geometry of life,
any less an attempt to synthesize a universal expression
of the knowledge of man for his benefit? As thoughtful
Masons, does the contemplation of our Art not mark our
participation in a Glass Bead Game of the ages?

In Castalia, Magister Ludi Joseph Knecht became the
acknowledged high priest and arbiter of the Game, and in
another imaginary life, might have become the ne plus ultra
among Masons: a practitioner of our Royal Art whose mas-
tery of the universal experience of man could truly merit that
title that carries with it all the burdens of a worthy holder of
the heritage of Solomon, that of “Grand Master.” Yet, at the
pinnacle of his renown, Knecht abandoned Castalia and
the Game. His isolated contemplation of the universal sym-
phony of ideas had become sterile and wanting. Hesse’s
novel tracks the Magister's departure from Castalia and
return to the world (I'm tempted to say “the profane world”),
where he takes on the responsibility of being the tutor and
trainer of a young student. Without revealing too much of
the plot, Knecht finds trial, failure and ultimate fulfilment, at
the cost of much of the peace and contentment of his years
in Castalia. However advanced his own approach to a true
Universitatis Litterarum may have been, the work of his life
was incomplete, until he passed along his knowledge to
one who would survive him, so that his labors could contin-
ue beyond the grave.

If the intricacies of the Glass Bead Game evoke the cor-
responding complexity of Masonic ritual and tradition, the
final “work” of the Magister Ludi — passing his tradition
along to those he would leave behind — is our work as
well.  No aspect of contemporary Masonic life has gen-
erated such angst and experimentation (good and bad)
than the effort to attract and train those who will follow us.
The mission of Masons of the Grand Lodge of the District
of Columbia challenges us to use the tools of preservation
and scholarship to advance the cause of all freemasonry.
But, like Knecht, we also must meet the challenge of

Continues on page 19
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African Head of State Received

by Grand Master

decided advantage enjoyed by our Grand Lodge is

its location at the crossroads of the world of politics.
This enabled our Grand Jurisdiction to recently undergo a
most unusual and special experience.

In late May, the President of Gabon paid a State visit to
Washington, D.C. to meet with President George W. Bush.
In addition to his responsibilities as President of Gabon,
His Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba is also the

e Grand Master Ferguson welcomes Grand Master Bongo Ondimba.
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Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Gabon, having been
instrumental in its establishment in 1983. Gabon is situat-
ed along the west coast of central Africa, bordered on the
west by the South Atlantic Ocean, on the north by
Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea and on the eastern and
southern sides by the Republic of the Congo. Granted its
independence by France in 1960, the prevalent lan-
guage is, not surprisingly, French. Most Worshipful El
Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba is one of the world’s most
senior Heads of State, having served as President since
1967. He has been the only Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Gabon since its inception.

Just prior to his arrival, a phone call was received indicat-
ing that the President and Grand Master had expressed a
desire to meet with Grand Master Gordon Lee Ferguson
and, if possible, to have Masonic fellowship with some of
the members of our Grand Lodge. Despite this very short
notice, and the President's very tight schedule, our
French-speaking brethren in La France Lodge No. 93

Teko A. Fol

were able to organize a special communication on May
28 to provide an appropriate venue for our Grand Master
to formally receive the visiting Grand Master.

The visit to La France Lodge No. 93 marked the first time
a presiding Head of State and Grand Master has ever
been formally received in a Lodge in this jurisdiction. As
might be expected, such a visit encompasses a number
of out of the ordinary procedures. For starters, there is the
omnipresent Secret Service. Since the Secret Service is
responsible for the security of visiting Heads of State, all
meeting arrangements and any other activities are sub-
jectto their prior clearance and coordination. Fortunately,
all requirements imposed by the Secret Service were met
to their satisfaction, except that the agents insisted on
being in the Lodge room while the President and Grand
Master of Gabon was present.

On the afternoon of the meeting, His Excellency visited
the Scottish Rite House of the Temple where he received
a special tour which was narrated in French by our Senior
Grand Deacon, RWB Akram R. Elias. The Grand Master
was escorted on his tour by lllustrious W. Gene Sizemore,
33°, Grand Cross, Grand Executive Director and
lllustrious George R. Adams, 33°, PG.M., and Deputy of
the Scottish Rite, Valley of Washington, D.C. At the con-
clusion of this tour, the Grand Master and his entourage
proceeded to the D.C. Scottish Rite Center, while the spe-
cial communication of La France Lodge No. 93 was being
opened in due form using the Emulation ritual.

Upon his arrival at the Scottish Rite Center, President and
MWB Bongo Ondimba and his party proceeded through
the huge portals of the Temple and were received in the
impressive foyer by our Grand Master, Gordon Lee
Ferguson, under the silent watch of the statue of Albert
Pike. Under escort of the Secret Service, the entourage
proceeded to the upper level lodge room. La France
Lodge had been opened at 6:00 P.M. and called to recess
to accommodate the presence of the Secret Service
detail. Upon the arrival of the official party, they were
immediately announced and received in La France Lodge
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No. 93. On this special occasion, the flags of the United
States of America, France and Gabon were displayed
and the National Anthems of each country were played.
Some 80 brethren including 6 Masons who accompanied
Grand Master Omar Bongo Ondimba were in attendance.

The Master of La France Lodge, Worshipful Pierre
Gaujard, expressed the appreciation of his Lodge for hav-
ing been accorded the honor and privilege of hosting this
extraordinary event. He welcomed the Grand Master
warmly and cordially, stating that this was a great occa-
sion for La France Lodge and for our entire Fraternity. He
then spoke briefly on the significance of the upcoming
Memorial Day and the dedication of the World War |
Memorial. He remarked on the impact that globalization
is having by linking together more and more the
economies of nations. WB Gaujard stated his belief that
the information age we have entered challenges us to free
these new energies without forgetting the social bases of
cooperation. He stressed that La France Lodge has a
particular interest in Africa because they provide financial
support to a non-government organization in Benin that
deals with the health and education of teenagers; there
are also African members in the Lodge, including their
2001 Master, who is from Gabon. In closing, WB Gaujard
announced the Lodge’s desire that MWB Bongo Ondimba
become an honorary member in La France Lodge No. 93.

{1 Hirs
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e LaFrance Lodge No. 93 greets visiting G.M. Ferguson and Ondimba.

Grand Master Gordon Lee Ferguson then addressed the
Grand Master of Gabon, and further underlined the signif-
icant honor and pleasure in having the opportunity to
receive him in La France Lodge No. 93, a Lodge estab-
lished in 1993 jointly with our French brethren as founding
members and having close ties with the Grande Loge
Nationale Frangaise, the mother Grand Lodge of the
Grand Lodge of Gabon. He continued by saluting the
Grand Master for the leadership he has provided to his
country since 1967, and offering an appreciation of his

unique position as both President and Grand Master to
have the opportunity to spread the ideal moral principles
and the light of Freemasonry in his country.

With RWB Akram R. Elias acting as interpreter, MWB
Omar Bongo Ondimba responded with words of appreci-

e Pierre G. Gaujard, W.M. of Lodge 93, presents token to G.M. Ondimba.

ation for the warm and fraternal welcome extended to him
and his brother Masons from Gabon. He remarked that
his Grand Lodge is thriving and serving Masonry well not
only in Gabon but also in Africa as a whole. He said it was
his hope that we can build mutually strong ties between
our two Grand Lodges, and that this would be only the
first of many visits. He concluded by extending a person-
al invitation to our Grand Lodge to visit the Grand Lodge
of Gabon whenever possible.

Several presentations were then made to the Grand
Master, including a certificate of honorary membership in
La France Lodge No. 93 presented by MWB Robert B.
Heyat, PGM; a suitably engraved replica George
Washington Gavel from La France Lodge presented by
WB Teko A. Foly, PM., and Aide to the Grand Master, sev-
eral items associated with the replica Gavel from Potomac
Lodge No. 5 presented by WB Dean S. Clatterbuck, P.M.,
and two special items of memorabilia from our Grand
Master, MWB Gordon Lee Ferguson.

At this time the Secret Service members retired to the
areas immediately outside of the Lodge room and a tiled
Lodge was resumed. The two Grand Masters were then
formally recognized and accorded Grand Honors, follow-
ing which the Lodge was closed in due form at 7:00 P.M.
The Grand Masters remained for approximately 10 min-
utes of fellowship with the brethren and a number of photo
opportunities. The Grand Master of Gabon then depart-
ed in order to resume his very crowded and busy official
schedule.
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The DNA of FAAM

Dean S. Clatterbuck

(This article is abridged from a longer one, copies of which are available from the author upon request.)

Our Grand Lodge is an outgrowth of the establish-
ment of the District of Columbia, which in turn is tied
to the creation of the United States and its early history
and the origins of Masonry in this country. The evolution
of Masonry in the United States is complex, but our gen-
esis, our DNA, so to speak, is derived principally from the
Grand Lodge of Maryland with a gene from the Grand
Lodge of Virginia.

Prior to the Revolutionary War, there were Grand Lodges
in the territory now known as the eastern United States.
Most of these bodies were in fact Provincial Grand
Lodges, being subordinate to another Grand Lodge, gen-
erally of English origin. The scope of this article does not
allow a detailed discussion of how these Provincial Grand
Lodges came into being, but it is reasonable to assert that
most Grand Lodges which claim a date of origin before
the Revolutionary War were established first as a
Provincial Grand Lodge.

PRENATAL
Of principal interest here is the origin of the Grand Lodge
of Maryland. In June, 1783, five lodges located on the
Eastern Shore in Maryland met in Talbot County to organ-
ize a Grand Lodge, at which time John Coats was elect-
ed Grand Master. Four Maryland lodges were not in atten-
dance at this convention, but we do not know why. Each
of these five lodges had been warranted by the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and some representatives
felt an effort should be made to seek a Warrant from that
body to form an independent Grand Lodge in Maryland.
Others, however, believed in forming a Grand Lodge with-
out such a Warrant, relying upon the doctrine of “inherent
right.” As a result of this division, the new Grand Lodge
actually did very little for more than three years until a con-
vention again met in Talbot County on April 17, 1787 to
organize (or re-organize) under the doctrine of inherent
right. (Note: The question of a Warrant was resolved
when the Provincial Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
declared its independence from Great Britain and dises-
tablished itself on September 25, 1786, reorganizing itself

the next day as the independent Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania.) Almost five months later, the United States
Constitution was adopted on September 15th, and that
instrument included language authorizing the establish-
ment of a Federal District.

At this juncture, events began which would culminate in
the formation of the Grand Lodge, FA.A.M. of the District
of Columbia. On April 17, 1789, a Warrant was issued to
charter Lodge No. 9 in George-town on the Potomac
River. This Lodge would ultimately evolve into Potomac
Lodge No. 5. Thirteen days later in New York City on April
30, 1789, George Washington was sworn in as our first
President of the United States.

During 1791, lands comprising the original District of
Columbia were acquired, and the cities of Georgetown
and Alexandria became part of the new Federal District.
The first of the markers delineating the new Federal terri-
tory was set at Jones Point, on Hunting Creek, below
Alexandria, Virginia on April 15, 1791, in Masonic cere-
monies conducted by Alexandria-Washington Lodge No.
22. The whole of organized Masonry at that time in the
new District of Columbia, then, consisted of Lodge No. 22
and Lodge No. 9.

In the meantime, President and Brother George
Washington had personally overseen the selection of
Jenkins Hill for the location of the new Capitol building,
and plans were underway for its design and construction,
In 1793, acting upon a dispensation issued by Lodge No.
9, and most likely due to the upcoming cornerstone laying
of the Capitol just six days away and the fact that James
Hoban, architect of the new Capitol, was to be its Charter
Master, the Grand Lodge of Maryland issued a charter to
Federal Lodge No. 15 on September 12th.  Thus,
Federal Lodge became the first lodge to be chartered
within the borders of the new District of Columbia. As is
generally well known by Masons in this jurisdiction, both
Lodges No. 9 and No. 15, together with Lodge No. 22
from Alexandria, played significant roles in the cere-
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monies surrounding the laying of the cornerstone of the
United States Capitol on September 18, 1793.

During 1794, because so many of its members had
moved to Port Tobacco, Maryland in 1792, Lodge No. 9
went dark, but in October 1795, supported by a petition
from Federal Lodge No. 15, a new charter was issued,
and former members of Lodge No. 9 resumed work as
Columbia Lodge No. 19. During the coming decade,
Masonry expanded throughout the State of Maryland and
by the turn of the century, there would be more

lodges thus constituted organized Masonry within that
geographical area of the District of Columbia formerly
having been a part of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
The DNA of EA.A.M. was now complete. On December
11, 1810 delegates convened to consider the formation of
an independent Grand Lodge for the District of Columbia.
The Lodges participating in this endeavor became the
founding Lodges when the new Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia officially came into existence on
February 19, 1811. Those Lodges were as follows:

new lodges organized in the Federal City. On
November 8, 1802, the Grand Lodge of
Maryland chartered Columbia Lodge No. 35,
with most of its members being drawn from
employees of the Treasury Department.

Approximately 18 months later on May 14, 1805,

Founding Lodge and Date

of Original Charter

Federal Lodge No. 15 (Maryland)
Chartered September 12, 1793

New D.C. Lodge
and Date of Charter

Federal Lodge No. 1
Retained original date of chartering

Brooke Lodge No. 46 (Virginia)
Chartered November 29, 1796

Alexandria-Brooke Lodge No. 2
February 11, 1811

Columbia Lodge No. 35 (Maryland)
Chartered November 8, 1802

Columbia Lodge No. 3
Retained original date of chartering

Washington Naval Lodge No. 41 was char-

tered, finding most of its original members from
among employees at the Washington Navy

Washington Naval Lodge No. 41 (Maryland)
Chartered May 14, 1805

Naval Lodge No. 4
Retained original date of chartering

Yard. By late 1796 or early 1797 or thereabouts,
Columbia Lodge No. 19 again fell on hard times

Potomac Lodge No. 43 (Maryland)
Chartered November 6, 1806

Potomac Lodge No. 5
Retained date of chartering as Lodge No. 9,
April 21, 1789

in Georgetown and went dark. But the Masons
of Georgetown were not easily dissuaded, and again some
of the same men regrouped. On November 6, 1806, anoth-
er charter was granted, this time in the name of Potomac
Lodge No. 43. There were now four Maryland lodges oper-
ating within the District of Columbia, and these became the
root Maryland Lodges in the formation of the Grand Lodge,
FA.AM. of the District of Columbia.

The new Federal District originally encompassed an area
approximately 10 miles square, consisting of the County
of Washington in Maryland, including the city of
Georgetown; the County of Alexandria in Virginia, includ-
ing the city of Alexandria; and parts of Fairfax County
including what is now Arlington County. Within the
Virginia sector of the Federal District only two lodges were
in operation prior to 1811. The first was Lodge No. 22,
originally chartered in 1783 as Alexandria Lodge No. 39
by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and later as
Alexandria Lodge No. 22 by the Grand Lodge of Virginia
in 1788. (In 1804, about four years after the death of
Washington, the Lodge changed its name to Alexandria-
Washington Lodge No. 22.) The second lodge was
Brooke Lodge No. 47, chartered by the Grand Lodge of
Virginia in late November or early December 1796, and
named for Robert Brooke, Grand Master of Virginia (1796-
1797) and governor of Virginia (1794-1796). These two

Warrants were issued to the founding Lodges, based
upon their respective seniority in terms of continuity of
operations.  Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22,
though operating within the District of Columbia, was not
a founding lodge. While cordially invited, that Lodge
declined to become a part of this new union although
remaining both friendly and interested in the new Grand
Lodge. Seniority was also the method employed to select
the first Grand Master, and on this basis, Valentine
Reintzel, a Georgetown merchant and a member of
Potomac Lodge No. 5, was elected as the first Grand
Master. Reintzel had been the Master of Lodge No. 9 at
the time of the laying of the cornerstone of the United
States Capitol on September 18, 1793.

POSTPARTUM
In 1846, Congress approved the return to the
Commonwealth of all the land in D.C. formerly belonging
to Virginia, but for the 35 years from 1811 until that time,
Alexandria-Washington No. 22 continued to operate as a
Virginia lodge within the District of Columbia, without
regard to the customary doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction.
Also, during 1833 Alexandria-Brooke Lodge No. 2 would
become extinct, a victim of the anti-Masonry movement.
With the elimination of the single founding Virginia Lodge,

Continues on page 16
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Commemoration of
Normandy Landing

On July 19, 2004, members of the Grand Lodge of
the District of Columbia, under the leadership of the
Grand Master, Gordon Lee Ferguson, joined a delegation
of La France Lodge No. 93 in laying a Masonic wreath
(square and compasses) at the American Cemetery at
Omaha Beach, in Colleville, Normandy. The event, which
was co-sponsored by the Grande Loge Nationale
Francaise (GLNF), was held in remembrance of all the
Americans who died at the Normandy landing.

The day began in the morning with a meeting of Star
Spangled Banner Lodge in Deauville, Normandy.
Following lunch, the entire contingent traveled by bus to
the cemetery on the bluffs looking over Omaha Beach.
Upon arrival, the Masons of both nations lined up and,
with hundreds of visitors looking on, walked in proces-

e D.C. delegation proceeds to ceremonial site.

sion to the cemetery Memorial. The wreath was carried
and placed by our Grand Master and the representative
of the Grand Master of GLNF. Following the playing of
the two National Anthems, first the French representative
spoke followed by remarks from Grand Master Ferguson.
Everyone then formed a Circle of Fellowship for a
moment of silence.

It should be noted that MWB Nat Granstein, Deputy
Grand Master of GLNF, was present, though confined to
a wheelchair due to a battle with cancer. Sixty years ear-
lier, he battled the Nazis, first as a member of the French
Resistance, then as a member of the Free French Forces
that parachuted into Normandy on D-Day. Also present
was WB Andre Salmon who was a Boy Scout in nearby
Caen at the time of the invasion. He remembers helping

e D.C. and French Masons join to present commemorative wreath.
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all of the remaining lodges were of Maryland origin.

The Grand Lodge, FA.A.M. of the District of Columbia was
aptly named, based upon the original composition of the
Federal District, since both the cities of Georgetown from
Maryland and Alexandria from Virginia were included with
the parts of surrounding counties. After the 1846 return of
lands to Virginia, Georgetown and Washington were the
two dominant cities in the District of Columbia. However,
in 1895, Congress legally ended Georgetown’s status as
a separate city by merging it with the City of Washington,

which then occupied essentially all of the District of
Columbia.  Although the City of Washington and the
District of Columbia may today be virtually interchange-
able, the original name of our Grand Lodge is still appro-
priate and helps to preserve a part of our great heritage.
The styling of our Grand Lodge as “FA.AM.” is also
unique, as no other Grand Lodge uses this combination.
The initials, incidentally, stand for Free And Accepted
Masons. The word “ancient” is not part of our name,
although some mistakenly so claim from time to time.
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to gather and bury the bodies of citizens
who were killed during the bombardment of
his town.

The group proceeded to the flag pole near
the center of the cemetery, where the
American Flag was flying at half staff for
President Ronald Reagan. The flag was
raised to the top of the pole, and then low-
ered to the bottom where MWB Ferguson
and others folded the flag into a triangle. It
was then presented to MWB Granstein by
the Superintendent of the cemetery. After
making some very emotional remarks, MWB
Granstein returned the flag and requested
that it be flown again in honor of his fallen
comrades. This concluded the ceremonies.
The day continued with a visit to Pointe Du
Hoc where U.S. Rangers stormed up the
cliff to capture the German fortifications,
and ended with a dinner in Deauville, which
was hosted by our French hosts.

It was a day that all present will treasure
and never forget.

e Grand Master Ferguson offers commemorative remarks.

e Omaha Beach today.

Grand Master’s Remarks at
Normandy Cemetery

Ten years ago, a great American, President Ronald Reagan, stood near this
very spot and said “One’s country is worth dying for. And democracy is worth
dying for because it is the most deeply honorable form of government ever
devised by men.”

Democracy, as we know it today, was devised, in large part, and fought for by
men who were Freemasons. Freemasons such as George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, John Hancock, John Paul Jones and the Marquis de LaFayette. They
built the principles of democracy upon the principles of Freemasonry.

[t was men who were Freemasons, who played a significant role in leading the
Allied effort to defeat Germany and Japan in World War II. Freemasons such as
Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, Harry Truman, King George VI, Omar
Bradley and Douglas MacArthur.

And it was thousands of men who were Freemasons who were among the
troops that stormed these shores sixty years ago. Freemasons who were
American, British, Canadian, Polish, French and many other nationalities.

Therefore, we come here today to this hallowed ground where so many brave
Americans lie, to place this wreath, this Masonic square and Compass wreath.
We do so to remember and pay special tribute to the American Freemasons who
made the ultimate sacrifice on June 6, 1944, as they defended democracy - “the
most deeply honorable form of governments ever devised by men.”

God bless America! And Viva la France!

Thank you.

* Flag is lowered at the Normandy Cemetery.

e Resting place of Americans who made the supreme sacrifice.
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John Philip Sousa —

Mason, Marine, Musician

he members of the Grand Lodge of the District of

Columbia look forward with pride to the 150th
anniversary of the birth of one of their most renown
members, John Philip Sousa, on November 6, 2004. He
was born at 636 G Street, S.E., two blocks from the
Marine Barracks, the son of another Marine, Antonio
Sousa, a trombonist with the Marine Band.

Sousa was initiated, passed, and raised in Hiram Lodge
No. 10 in 1881 at the age of 26 and remained a loyal
member of that lodge for the next 51 years until his
death on Sunday, March 6, 1932. He was also a mem-
ber of Eureka Royal Arch Chapter No. 4; of Columbia
Commandery No. 2; and of Almas Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S.
Like his father, Antonio, he was an attentive Mason.

Sousa was first and foremost a musician with a passion
for military service. His father was instrumental in his
enlistment, at age 13, into the Marine Band as an
apprentice musician. He served an initial four-year
enlistment there, was discharged, and six months later
re-enlisted for a second hitch, serving until 1875. But
that was not the end, for in 1880, after successfully tour-
ing the United States musically as a civilian, he returned
to the Marines once again by becoming the 17t direc-
tor of the Marine Band, a position he was to hold for the
next 12 years.

Sousa’s affection for the military was apparently bound-
less for it is reported that during the Spanish American
War he volunteered to leave his highly lucrative civilian
endeavors to become a bandmaster with the United
States Army. This offer was not consummated, however,
because Sousa became a victim of bouts of typhoid
fever and pneumonia, from which he did not recover
until the war had ended. In World War |, however, he did
return to military duty, this time with the U.S. Navy, to
train Navy bandsmen at the Great Lakes Naval Training
Station.

Time and space will not permit a full account of Sousa’s
musical accomplishments as a composer and band
leader. According to our late PGM Elmer Stein, Sousa

;.(. e /

Todd Duehring
wrote “10 light operas, 12 suites, 53 songs, 6 waltzes, 11
fantasies, 15 miscellaneous numbers, and more than
100 marches, instruction books for trumpet and drum, a
book of airs of all nations, a book of airs for the violin and
5 novels.”

The January-February (2004) issue of NOTES,” a publi-
cation of the Marine Band, pays Sousa a fine tribute by
stating that today “The President's Own” mirrors the
Marine Band of Sousa’s time. What a tribute to a man
who last conducted that band in 1892! Sousa was a
genius, a Mason, a Marine, and a musician of whom we
in the Craft may be rightly proud. He reposes in death
at the Congressional Cemetery in Washington, D.C.

e Grave of John Philip Sousa, Mason, Marine, and Musician
of particular note.
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Lost in history is the first time a DC Mason or lodge vis-
ited the VA Hospital. Certainly it began when the hos-
pital was located on Wisconsin Avenue at a site known as
Mount Alto. MSA has records indicating that in 1959 Paul
Murphy was certified as our visitor to the VA. Paul was one
of those individuals who stands as a shining example of
what our fraternity is truly about. He gave of himself to the
Veterans and was a dear friend to anyone who knew him.

There was one particular lady — whom we will call Betty
— whose husband was ill at the VA and subsequently
died there. Paul took Betty under his wing and helped
provide for her comfort and needs. This was more than
30 years ago and Masons from her husband’s home
Grand Lodge still contribute to her care. Betty is now a
friend to those of us on staff at the MSA Office in Silver
Spring. Just one example of the kind of man and Mason
Paul Murphy was.

After Paul's death MSA was very fortunate to be able to
certify Max Beloff as our visitor at the VA which is now
located on Irving Street in northwest Washington. Max is
another Masonic treasure. Max goes to the VA several
days a week to work with those in the Voluntary Office and
does things in the hospital that assist the staff in many,
many ways. When you see Max, give him a pat on the

Richar Fletcher

back, a handshake and tell him how much you appreciate
what he is doing for our veterans at the VA Facility.

DC Masons have been involved with the program at the
VA Hospital as long as the program has been there. The
contributions in time, over the years, are enormous.
Patients at the VA always look forward to a visit from
Lodge Brothers, the DeMolay, and other Masonic Bodies
who come as a group.

DC Masons have also contributed in other ways. When
you are in the Chapel looking toward the front, to your left,
you will see a piano which was donated by DC Masons.
To the right, you will see a brand new organ which was
also given by the Grand Lodge of DC with the support of
DC Masons. If you are outside and see a Bus/Van go by,
with the Square and Compasses on it, that bus represents
a gift from DC Masons.

Caring for our Veterans and providing comfort to them is
but a small measure of our devotion to those who served
our nation so well.

The Masonic Service Association is very proud of all that
has been done for our Veterans by the Masons of the
District of Columbia. Thank you for your generosity.

Continues from page 11

securing the future of our Work. And
the “Master Plan” in meeting that chal-
lenge may be found in the ideal struc-
ture of the Glass Bead Game.

Just as Knecht’s intellect and passion
drove him to harmonize the varied
accomplishments of civilization, a
Worshipful Master must seek out,
encourage and utilize the talents and
capabilities of each officer and side-
liner, to create a Lodge with a real
identity. that unique song that comes
from the harmony of men who togeth-
er will “best work and best agree.” By
demonstrating the power that res-

onates within a harmonious Lodge,
he can best encourage each brother
to increase his energy and expend
his talents for the good of the Craft.

And our Glass Bead Game goes fur-
ther still. For when the Craft's leaders
demonstrate a corresponding passion
for encouraging, strengthening and
enriching our Lodges, they build a
mighty structure for which Hesse’s allu-
sion to the great pipe organ is an apt
image. Here, the character of each
Lodge does not merely duplicate that
of its neighbor (adding power, but no
richness). Instead, each Lodge adds

its unique voice to Masonry's public
chorus — much like adding a new rank
of pipes to a great church organ — and
adds its harmony to the “sublime
music of Freemasonry universal.”
Imagine extending the benefits of fra-
ternity into our community with an
instrument of such power and beauty.

Such is the challenge of the Glass
Bead Game. And our own position —a
Grand Lodge small in territory but of a
city great in influence — will multiply the
efforts of each of us a hundredfold.

Our own “Castalia” awaits. Let us play.
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Masonic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.

S ince its organization in 1811 the Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia has met in communication at a num-
ber of locations within the city of Washington, D.C. The earli-
est meeting place, according to the official records of the
Grand Lodge, was in Union Lodge Hall at 11th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest. That building was demol-
ished in due time to make way for a new city postoffice.
Subsequently the Grand Lodge has met in buildings situated
at D and 4th Streets; 12th and Pennsylvania Avenue; 10th and
E Streets; 9th and D Street; 9th and F Street; 13th and New
York Avenue; and for the past several years, at the Scottish
Rite Temple at 2800 16th Street, N.W. Occasionally it has also
met in the facilities of some of the constituent lodges of the
jurisdiction. Depicted below are photos of past Grand Lodge
and Constituent Lodge buildings in the District of Columbia.

e
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il |h A Northeast Masonic Temple at 8th Street, between E and F
: =L Y Streets, Northeast. Dedicated 1914. Vacated in 1959.
= - e SN Ll AT L ; "
Grand Lodge Temple at 9th and F Streets, Northwest.
The Grand Lodge occupied this building from 1870-1908.
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Brookland Masonic Hall at 3501 Twelfth teet,heast. The home
of King David lodge No. 28. Dedicated 1911. Vacated in 1971.
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Masonic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.

Stansbury Masonic Temple at 5832 Georgia Avenue,
Northwest. Dedicated 1920. Vacated 1976.
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The Masonic Temple at 13th and New York Avenue,
now the Museum for Women in the Arts. The Grandl

Lodge occupied this building from 1908-1983.
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' Jopp Temple. Formerly Petworth Lodge

Hall. Dedicated 1924. Vacated in 1960.
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The Eat Gate Masonc at 2029 Rhode Island |
Avenue, Northeast. Dedicated 1923. Vacated 1983.
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Masons Honored for Service

anh year the Grand Master has the privilege of
awarding Valentine Reintzel Medals to not more than
three deserving brothers, within or outside the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. The
annual presentations of this medal, stuck in 1988 by the
then Grand Master, MWB Raymond F. McMullen, is
designed to both honor the memory of our first Grand
Master, Valentine Reintzel, and at the same time recog-
nize significant service to the Craft by contemporary
Masons. Recipients of the award at the Annual
Communication in 2003 included WB Teko Foly, Brother
and Reverend David A. Balcom, and WB Bill Greschel.

WB Teko Anani Foly has distinguished himself as a ded-
icated and persistent worker in the vineyards of Masonry.
Raised in Allied Lodge No. 1170 in New York, he is an
affiliate member of Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15 and
East Gate Lodge No. 34. He served East Gate Lodge
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with distinction as Worshipful Master in 2002 and 2003.
In 2002 he was 1 vice President of the Masters and
Wardens Association, and organization that he also
served as President in 2003.

Brother David A. Balcom is a 47-year member and fer-
vent supporter of Singleton-Hope-Lebanon Lodge No. 7.
He is a retiree of the Virginia Conference of the Methodist
Church, which he continues to ardently support in his
retirement years. He preaches regularly on a supply
basis and he and his lady, Jean, head a major ministeri-
al association in the Virginia Conference of the Church.
Rev. Balcom has been our Grand Chaplain continuously
since 1998, when he was first appointed to that office by
MWB Eldon J. Brown. Since then David has distin-
guished himself as a brother to whom the brethren may
turn, whatever their spiritual persuasions.

Continues on page 23

Bill Greschel (center) , Past Master of Hiram-Takoma Lodge No. 10

. ! Marion Kni
: Singleton-Hope-Lebanon Lodge No. 7

rner (center), Past Master of

Rev. David Balcom and Jean




Globe Trotting Masons

Globe Trotting Masons

ith the evolution of lodges working in various lan-
Wguages in the District of Columbia, the Masons of
this jurisdiction have truly become “traveling men” of
note. With each passing year more and more Masons
holden to this Grand Lodge are participating in Masonic
functions sponsored by jurisdictions abroad. Likewise
more and more brethren holden to sister Grand Lodges
abroad are including visits to the District of Columbia in
their planned Masonic travels.

In April of this year, for example, Grand Master Ferguson
led a delegation, including a number of members of ltalia
Lodge No. 2001, to Italy for the Annual Communications
of the Grand Orient of Italy and the Grand Lodge of San
Marino. Thereafter a number of the group, including the
Grand Master, toured historic Sicily before returning home.

In June the Grand Master and several other Grand
Lodge officers accompanied members of LaFrance
Lodge No. 93 to France where, in collaboration with the
Grande Loge Nationale Francaise, all participated in a
special ceremony marking the 60th anniversary of the
allied landing in Normandy in 1944.

Thereafter the Grand Master proceeded, with the mem-
bers of Nur Lodge No. 90, to visit the Grand Lodge of
Turkey and to participate in the twining of Nur Lodge with
a Turkic counterpart. Others in the group that visited
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Normandy elected to go on to Moscow to attend the annu-
al meeting of the Grand Lodge of Russia. Later in July sev-
eral D.C. Masons attended Masonic events in Armenia.

Independently a number of Masons holden to Fiat Lux
Lodge No. 1717 visited the United Kingdom during June.
While there they met with counterparts in Columbia
Lodge No. 2397 in London and in the Lodge of Living
Stones No. 4957 in Leeds, in which our WB Kirk
MacNulty holds membership.

It is anticipated that the Grand Master, a number of Grand
Lodge officers, and members of LaFrance Lodge No. 93
will attend the Annual Communication of the Grande Loge
Nationale Frangaise in Paris. Likewise, a reciprocal visit
of French Masons is expected to fly to Washington for our
Annual Communication on December 11.

Corollary to the evolution of international interest on the
part of D.C. Masons is the growing tendency of lodges in
this jurisdiction to associate, via twinning ceremonies,
with counterpart lodges abroad. Thus far such arrange-
ments have been made by D.C. lodges with sister lodges
in France, Italy, and Turkey, and by all reports, additional
arrangements of this type are underway.

By such travels the appreciation of Masonic universality
is thus served.

Continues from page 22

Bill Greschel is one of the most active Masons in this juris-
diction. He was raised in 1972 and served Hiram-
Takoma Lodge No. 10 as Worshipful Master in 1997.
Since then he has served as an Aide to the Grand Master
and as Grand Marshal in 1999. In 1999 he was also
named to chair the Grand Lodge Blood Bank Committee,
in which capacity has served continuously to this day.
Bill is always ready to accept the challenge of doing
whatever is necessary for the good of Masonry.

Each year the Grand Lodge, at its Annual Communica-
tion, selects one Brother, on the basis of service to the

Craft, to receive its highest honor — the Distingushed
Service Medal. The latest recipient of this honor is
Brother Marion Knight Warner, Past Master of Wm. R.
Singleton Lodge No. 30, now Wm. R. Singleton-Hope-
Lebanon Lodge No. 7. Brother Warner is a Past Grand
High Priest, a Past Most lllustrious Grand Master, and a
Past Grand Commander of Knights Templar in the District
of Columbia. In the Scottish Rite he holds the rank of
Inspector General Honorary, 33°.

In their zeal for the Craft, Teko Foly, David Balcom, Bill
Greschel and Marion Knight Warner set good examples
for their peers in Masonry.
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Fourth of July, 2004
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Fowrth of July = 2004

I ndependence Day this year was marked by torrents
of rain, interspersed with short periods of sunshine
and stifling humidity. Furthermore, because the 4th of
July fell on a Sunday, the schedule of festivities was
arranged so as to not conflict with church services in the
community. Nevertheless, and despite the elements, the
Masons of D.C. made their presence known.

The Deputy Grand Master, accompanied by a number of
Grand Lodge officers and brethren, marched in the
parade and distributed 4,000 American flags to children
lining the parade route. Members of the Masters and
Wardens Association manned the hot dog stand, as
usual, and two Almas Temple clowns, reportedly our
own Walter Simon and Edwin J. Whitcomb, held court in
the “big tent,” provided by Palisades-area benefactors.

While the hour of the parade and the weather certainly
impacted adversely on the celebration, those present

e The Senior Grand Warden “at work” with friends.

showed no lack of enthusiasm for the events of the day.
And, as usual, our local political leaders, headed by our
delegate to Congress, the Honorable Eleanor Holmes
Norton, were present to enjoy the festivities and to renew
acquaintances in the MacArthur Boulevard corridor.

"'|'|'|'|'|T]]'I Al

e Deputy Grand Master, Len Proden, and Grand Marshal, Tommy
Russo, survey parade route.

Grand LodgeFAA] Jelemy
Institute For Spiritoal Develapment Site.v Hospial

e Grand Lodge was among the sponsors of a much needed tent
erected on the picnic grounds.

e The work crew of the Master’s and Warden’s Association “doing
their job!”
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Point of View

With the news full of stories about one group of peo-
ple trying to restrict other groups from receiving
those same rights and benefits, we are reminded that it is
necessary for us to be constantly conscious of injustices
done around us every day. Our Constitution declares
unequivocally “All men are created equal.” That seems
like a very direct statement that should leave no room for
doubt. Yet our country’s history is filled with examples
where some group is singled out and labeled “inferior.”
They are told that for some reason or another, they are not
like the rest of Americans; something about them makes
them less equal to the rest. Each and every time this posi-
tion is eventually challenged, and often acrimonious vio-
lent battles take place. People’s livelihoods and lives are
destroyed. Great falsehoods are created to justify the sta-
tus quo. Often lives are taken before it is finished.

In each case eventually the oppressed group has won
equal rights. Subsequent generations look back at the
events and wonder, “How did anyone ever justify the injus-
tices done?” How did our ancestors ever believe that they
had the right to oppress a group, due to some perceived

by James B. Coyne

difference? How did one group of Americans arbitrarily
stand up and say they were more entitled to be “equal”
than another group of Americans? In every case the
answer boils down to ignorance and fear fueling bigotry.
In every case the same arguments are used. “If we give
them the same rights, they will destroy America,” or
“destroy the military effectiveness,” or “destroy the morals
of the country.” And in each case exactly the opposite
proved to be true. The more diverse the country becomes
the stronger we all become.

Our basic Masonic principles have always taught us to
accept differences of opinions, religions, political posi-
tions, and all variations of traditions, personalities or traits.
If, as Masons, we stand up for those who are oppressed,
demeaned and degraded, if we challenge bigoted com-
ments, jokes and stories, we will help make people stop
and think about their own prejudices. By these small acts
we will help to make our country and the world a little bit
better.
Editor's Note: James B. Coyne is the
Worshipful Master of Federal Lodge No.1

Scholarship Awards — 2004

WB Peter W. DeForth, Chairman of the Grand Lodge
Scholarship Committee, has announced that 23 June
graduates of D.C. public high schools have been select-
ed to receive Masonic Foundation Scholarships this year.
He also states that the Masonic Foundation will continue,
on an exceptional basis, to support two carry-over schol-
arship winners from 2003. Those who have been named
to receive $1,000.00 awards this year include:

KeyonaR. Hall ............ Anacostia High
Aba O.Tyrus .............. Banneker High
Zainep Hajia Mahmoud . ... .. Banneker High
Michelle Alyce Smith-Dixon . .Banneker High
Tochi Vivian Chukwu . . ... ... Banneker High
Lindsey Noelle Brown . ...... Banneker High
MyasobiAya .............. Bell High
Memar D. Ayalew .......... Cardozo High
Gamali K. Agbleze .......... Cardozo High

HuaZhang ............... Cardozo High
Sherron D. Blake . .......... Dunbar High
Karen T. Hicklin . ........... Dunbar High
Tiffany R. Mills ............ Dunbar High
Patrick C. Ofordire ......... Dunbar High
Tameika L. Scott ........... Dunbar High
Olatunji B. Umaru .......... Dunbar High
Annie E. Wright . ........... Dunbar High
Marjuan T. Canady ......... Ellington High
Tiffany Andova Minor ....... Roosevelt High
Malaika A. Tate ............ Wilson High
Cherine F.Foly ............ Wilson High

Certificates were presented to scholarship winners at
Awards Ceremonies by MWB Stewart W. Miner and RWB
Jesse Villarreal at Anacostia High; by RWB Jesse
Villarreal at Cardozo High; and by MWB Stewart W. Miner
at Dunbar High. Scholarship winners in other schools, as
listed, received identical certificates by mail.
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The Temples at Jerusalem

t a recent gathering of Masons assembled for food,

drink, and fellowship, a spirited conversation about
the Temples of Jerusalem evolved. This was not surprising
for in Masonry emphasis is placed on the lore that is
attached to the building, destruction, and rebuilding of
Temples situated on or near the place now designated as
the Dome of the Rock or Temple Mount.

In the discussion that developed on that occasion, it
became apparent that appreciation of the history of this
sacred site, on the part of those present, was somewhat
less than complete. In fact it was apparent that within the
group there was a degree of uncertainty relative to the
number and disposition of the Temples that have occupied
this sacred site through history.

These issues have been addressed in a number of
sources, of course, including Coil's Encyclopedia of
Masonry (pages 648-649), wherein it is claimed that four
Temples may have occupied this site, to wit: Solomon’s
Temple; Zerubabbel's Temple; Herod’s Temple; and the
promised but unfinished Temple of Julian. Of these, the
first two are of particular interest to Masonic ritualists.

Coil writes that the foundation stone of the first Temple at
Jerusalem, commonly called Solomon’s Temple, was laid
in 1012 B.C. He states that the structure was completed
in 1004 B.C. Thereafter it was pillaged by the King of
Egypt in 971 B.C. and subsequently destroyed by
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 or 587 B.C., at which time the
Hebrew people were carried away in captivity.

With the subsequent defeat of the Chaldeans by the
Persians, under the leadership of Cyrus, a number of
Hebrews were permitted to return to Jerusalem for the pur-
pose of rebuilding the Temple. Work on this edifice was
begun about 536 B.C, and it was completed in 516 or 515
B.C. According to Coil this Temple stood until it was
destroyed by Antiochus Ephipanes in 168 B.C.

The Third Temple, according to Coil, was begun “for his
own glory” by Herod in 20 or 19 B.C. This Temple, Coil
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claims, is the one that was in use at the time of Christ. It
was completed in 62 A.D., only to be destroyed four years
later by the Roman General (later Emperor) Titus. The cel-
ebrated Wailing Wall, which is still standing, is a remnant
of that Temple.

A Fourth Temple, Coil suggests “was planned and prom-
ised to the Jews by Julian the Apostate, who came to the
throne of the Roman Empire in 361 A.D.” Whether or not
construction of this Temple was ever begun, to say nothing
of its completion, is really a matter of conjecture.

In sum, however, it is irrefutable that the rituals of
Freemasonry have been enriched by Masonry’s depend-
ence on legends associated with the building of Solomon’s
Temple in the Symbolic Lodge and with its successor
structure, the Temple of Zerubbabel, in the bodies of the
York and the Scottish Rites. From them the Craft has
learned that building is forever.

2004 Leadership Conference
at Front Royal

As this issue of The Voice goes to press, plans are
being finalized for the 2004 Leadership
Conference at the 4-H Center in Front Royal,
Virginia, on September 10-12. A special high-
light of this year’s Conference will be the deliv-
ery of the Keynote Address by The Honorable
Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives. His non-polit-
ical remarks will cen-
ter on the topic of
Transformational
Leadership in the New
Millennium. Look for
more on this exciting
event in the next
issue!

The Honorable
Newt Gingrich




Homecomings of the Grand Master

Homecomings of the Grand Master

e Hiram Takoma No. 10. Grand Master hails
the “Redskinettes.”

&= \
e Hiram-Takoma No. 10. Why are all the men
smiling?

e Takoma Chapter No. 12. Worthy Patron Jim
Coleman escorts the Grand Master.

Takoma Chapter No. 12. Worthy Patron e
presents gift to First Lady Shirley.
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A Bit of This and That

Bit of This and That

the day.

oo Pl i

e Golf Tournament, 2004. lllustriou.
Potentate and Grand Master.
Neither won the $10,000!

Rl

e TCL Wreath Laying. Grand Masters and Supreme Tall e TCL Wreath Laying. Grand Master and party at
Cedar. Washington’s Tomb.
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Grand Master and officers and
guests of Almas Temple.

e M&W Association, Grand Master
Ferguson and President Jeffrey
Holt.

e Wreath Laying at GWMNM. Grand Master and suite. e Day of Thanksgiving. Grand Chapter Family, OES.
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2004 Grand Visitation Schedule

2004 Grand Visitation
- Schedule -

Monday, September 27, @ Georgetown

Federal Lodge No. 1, Host
Magnolia Lodge No. 534
Fraternity Lodge No. 54

Lodge of the Nine Muses No. 1776

Monday, October 4, @ Georgetown

Potomac Lodge No. 5, Host
Cincinnatus Lodge No. 76
Fiat Lux Lodge No. 1717

Wednesday, October 6, @ Georgetown

Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15, Host
Joppa Lodge No. 35
LaFrance Lodge No. 93

Thursday, October 7, @ Singleton

Singleton-Hope-Lebanon Lodge No. 7, Host
Albert Pike Lodge No. 33
Justice-Columbia Lodge No. 3
Harmony Lodge No. 17

Tuesday, October 12, @ Takoma

Samuel Gompers-Benjamin Franklin Lodge No. 45, Host
Convass B. Dean Memorial Lodge
Pythagoras Lodge of Research
Osiris Lodge No. 23
Temple-Noyes-Cathedral No. 32

Monday, October 18, @ Takoma

East Gate Lodge No. 34, Host
St. John’s Lodge No. 11
National-Stansbury-Dawson Lodge No. 12
Arminius Lodge No. 25
Petworth Lodge No. 47

Thursday, October 21, @ Naval
Naval Lodge No. 4, Host
Washington Daylight Lodge No. 14
Alianza Fraternal Americana Lodge No. 92
Italia Lodge No. 2001
LaFayette-Dupont Lodge No. 19
Monday, November 1 @ Anacostia
Anacostia Lodge No. 21, Host
Sunday, November 14, @ Scottish Rite Temple
Nur Lodge No. 2000, Host
Mehr Lodge No. 90
Hayastan Lodge No. 94
Azerbaijan Lodge No. 2002

Tuesday, November 16, @ Takoma

Hiram-Takoma Lodge No. 10, Host
Sojourner-Kilwinning Lodge No. 1798

The Grand Master asks that the host lodges take
responsibility for providing refreshments and for procur-
ing the visitation band through Brother Elmer G. (Skinny)
Morris, Chairman of the Grand Lodge Music Committee
(Phone: 301-994-3170). Host lodges are to open at 7:30
p.m. and be ready to receive the Grand Master and his
suite at 8:00 p.m. sharp.

The Grand Master has indicated that at his visitations he
expects to receive a verbal report, the presentation of
which is not to exceed five minutes, from each of the
Masters of the visited lodges. Copies of these reports

should be in the hands of the Grand Master and the
Grand Secretary at least seven days prior to the date of
the visitation. In these reports Masters are expected to
comment on the implementation of lodge plans and pro-
grams during the current Masonic year.

The dress code for Grand Lodge Officers will be white
tie and tail for all evening visitations and tuxedo for the
daytime visitation on Sunday, November 14. Tuxedo is
suggested for all others who may anticipate participa-
tion in the reception of the Grand Master’s suite. For
other attendees, business attire is in order.
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Who’s Packing Your Chute?

harles Plumb was a U.S. Navy pilot in Vietnam.

After 75 combat missions, his plane was destroyed
by a surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and para-
chuted into enemy hands; he was captured and spent
six years in a communist Vietnamese prison. He sur-
vived that ordeal and now lectures on the lessons
learned from that experience.

One day when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a
restaurant, a man sitting at another table came up and
said, “You're Plumb. You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from
the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!”
“How in the world did you know that?” asked Plumb. “I
packed your parachute,” the man replied.

Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. The man
pumped Plumb’s hand and said, “I guess it worked.”
Plumb assured him: “It sure did, If your chute hadn’t
worked, | wouldn't be here today.” Plumb couldn’t sleep
that night, thinking about that man. Plumb says, “I kept
thinking about what that man looked like in his Navy uni-
form: a white hat, bib in the back and bell bottom
trousers.

| wondered how many times | might have seen him and
not have said, “Good morning, how are you? Or any-
thing else for, you see, | was a fighter pilot and he was
just a sailor.” Plumb thought of how many hours the
sailor had spent at a long wooden table in the bowels of
the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and folding the
silks of each ‘chute, holding in his hands each time the
fate of someone he didn’'t know.

Now, Plumb asks his audience, “Who’s packing your
chute?” Everyone has someone who provides what they
need to make it through the day. He then pointed out
that he needed many kinds of parachutes when his
plane was shot down over enemy territory. He needed
his physical parachute, his mental parachute, his emo-
tional parachute, and his spiritual parachute. He called
on all of these supports before reaching safety.

Ralph E. Mahaney

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we
miss what is really important. We fail to say, “hello,”
“please” or “thank you.” Or congratulate someone on
something wonderful that has happened to him or her,
give a compliment, or just do something nice for no rea-
son. As you go through this week, this month, and this
year, recognize people who pack your parachutes.

Editor's Note: Ralph E. Mahaney is the Worshipful
Master of Osiris-Pentalpha Lodge No. 23

Of Interest
to Readers of Poetry

Bro. Vladimir Levchev, a D. C. resident,
poet, scholar, and a member of the Star of
Sophia Lodge in Sophia, Bulgaria, will soon be
published again; this time it is a book of poems
featuring many of a Masonic interest. His book is
titled “The Rainbow Mason” and is in the printing
stage now. It will be published by Anchor
Communications, LLC. Contact Anchor at publish-
ing@goanchor.com or call 1-888-231-8506 for details
on Bro. Levchev’s book availability. One of his poems
appears below

HOMESICKNESS

After the rain
a pyramid of sunlight
fell on the floor of my dark room.
I looked through the window
and saw a rainbow in the East.
This pyramid of light
is where [ want to live.
This bridge in the sky
is the way to my home, abroad.




The Craft at Work

The Graft at Work

OLD TIME PILLOBY:
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e “Right where he belongs”, OF: ........c.ccvvvvvvvrrerrrinenes

Note: Send your “better” caption
to: grandmaster@dcgrandlodge.org.
The reader who submits the best
“‘better” caption will receive the
Grand Master's “Building a Better
World” glass mug. This is the same
mug that has been presented to vis-
iting Grand Masters and other digni-
taries. The Grand Master looks for-
ward to reviewing your “better” cap-
tions!

e “The Dynamic (?) DUO”, OF: ......cccocovererseesean

o “Sherlock & Watson”, or: ...........c.ccccceeueueueuec..
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Grand Masters — 2004

2004 Grand Masters

Hi
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Members of the Conference of Grand Masters 2004 assembled at the entrance to the

George Washington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia.
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